
 

 

 
 

The UNC Highway Safety Research Center has a 60-year history of 
delivering innovative and impactful research, training, technical 
assistance, and education to improve the safety of our transportation 
system in North Carolina and beyond. Our integrated, cross-
disciplinary approach is key to addressing the complex 
transportation challenges affecting our roads and communities.  

Our Call to Action 
Motor vehicle crashes are a leading cause of death in the US, taking the lives of more than 110 people 
each day. More than 1.4 million years of life are lost annually to car crashes in the US, and the rate of crashes 
continues to rise. 

Two million people are treated in emergency departments each year for traffic related injuries. Traffic 
injuries are linked to lost wages and time in school, medical debt, chronic pain, depression, anxiety, and the 
rise in opioid use. 

Traffic crashes are predictable and preventable. The solutions are within reach to reduce crashes, prevent 
injuries, save lives, and improve the safety and health of the people who use our roadways every day. 

Building Safer Systems 

 
 

Serving North Carolina, 
Saving Lives Across the US 

 



Our Research Impacts 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Areas of Research Excellence 
& Strategic Focus 

Safety Data, AI,  
& Data Visualization 
Applying data science to modernize data systems and 
develop new methods for collecting,  
analyzing, and visualizing transportation data. 
 

 

Behavior &  
Population Health 
Identifying transportation-related risk and protective 
factors that influence individual and community health 
and safety. 

Safety Planning, Policy,  
& System Change 
Connecting research with practice to support 
community-led planning and policy efforts that create 
safer transportation systems. 

Built Environment  
& Roadway Data 
Examining how land use and cost-effective roadway 
design and operations support safety, access, and 
mobility for all road users. 

Technology &  
Human Interactions 
Studying how emerging vehicle technologies, such as 
automated driving systems, affect road user behaviors 
and developing training tools. 

  

Our research projects span the US, shaping and sharing innovations and bringing 
them home to 80+ communities in the Tar Heel State.  

 

Partner with us! Scan the QR code to learn more about HSRC’s work, impact, and 
how to get involved. Follow us on Facebook, LinkedIn and X. Visit www.hsrc.unc.edu. 

Innumerable
lives saved on 
N.C. roads & 

beyond

150+ partner 
organizations 

engaged in 
past 5 years

750 trainings, 
presentations
& publications

since 2020, 
reaching 

100K+

Funding 
supports 29 

full time staff 
&  5 student 

positions

Federal 
projects are 

36% of award 
portfolio, 

75% of 
funding

60+ projects
initiated each 
year, valuing 
$12.8M per 

year

https://www.facebook.com/hsrcinfo/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/unc-hsrc
https://x.com/hsrcinfo
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