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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This demonstration project examined the effects of public awareness strategies to
increase the correct use of automatic restraint systems (automatic seat belt and air
bag systems). The project was conducted in North Carolina by the University of
North Carolina Highway Safety Research Center (HSRC) in cooperation with the
North Carolina Governor's Highway Safety Program (GHSP).

A program to publicize the correct use of automatic restraint systems was
implemented statewide and a concentrated program was conducted in one county.
The project consisted of a mass media program of public service messages and news
releases coupled with a network of local advocates and organizations conducting
educational programs. Effects of the program were measured in terms of changes in
observed correct automatic system use and amount of exposure generated.

The findings of this study indicate that there are benefits in conducting public
awareness programs that address the correct use of automatic restraint systems:

• During the program, manual belt use in air-bag-equipped vehicles increased
from 66.0 percent to 74.8 percent and continued to increase in the after­
program survey to 75.2 percent.

• Lap belt use in vehicles with motorized shoulder belts, the automatic
restraint category with highest misuse, increased from 33.8 percent to a
high of 37.7 percent during the program. However, these gains were not
sustained once the program was completed.

• Overall belt use steadily increased statewide from 60.5 percent to 62.7 percent
during the program and to 63.9 percent after the completion of the program.

• The largest gains in automatic and general belt use were realized at the
concentrated program site.

• The project received extensive media exposure, primarily in the form of hard
news coverage.

• The project developed a coalition of over 400 highway safety advocates
including heath department personnel, law enforcement officers, emergency
medical providers, fire fighters, insurance agents, automobile dealers, and
corporate safety officers who conducted regional activities. In addition, two
trade organizations (insurance agencies and auto dealerships) adopted the
program.



I. INTRODUCTION

This report documents a demonstration project to evaluate the effectiveness of
strategies to increase the public understanding and correct use of automatic crash
protection systems. The project was conducted by the UNC Highway Safety
Research Center (HSRC) in cooperation with the North Carolina Governor's
Highway Safety Program (GHSP).

BACKGROUND ON AUTOMATIC RESTRAINTS

In 1984 Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard (FMVSS) 208 was amended to
require automatic crash protection in passenger cars on a phased-in schedule
beginning September 1, 1986, with full implementation after September 1, 1989,
unless two-thirds of the U.S. population was covered by mandatory belt use laws.
The four-year phase-in required 10 percent of all 1987 model year cars sold in the
U.S. to have automatic protection; 25 percent of 1988 model year cars; 40 percent of
1989 model year cars; and 100 percent of all 1990 model year cars. In 1991 the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) strengthened the
requirements for front seat automatic protection by extending coverage to vans,
light trucks, utility vehicles and small buses (LTVs). Using a similar phase-in plan,
NHTSA now requires 20 percent of LTVs manufactured after September 1, 1994 to
have such systems, progressing to all LTVs manufactured after September 1, 1997
(all 1998 model vehicles).

Vehicles with automatic crash protection provide one of the following types of
automatic systems:

• Two-point motorized systems, featuring a shoulder belt attached at one end
to a motor-driven guide that moves the belt into place around the occupant
when the ignition is turned on. (Lower body protection is provided by a
manual lap belt or, in some cases, a knee bolster.)

• Two-point non-motorized systems, which feature a shoulder belt attached at
one end to the door so that it moves into place when the door is closed.
(Lower body protection is provided by a manual lap belt.)

• Three-point non-motorized systems that include a combination shoulder­
and-lap belt attached at the top and bottom of the trailing edge of the door so
that it moves into place when the door is closed.

• Air bag systems with three-point manual belts. (For this system to provide
full protection, it must be accompanied by the use of the lap-and-shoulder­
belt system which is currently manually secured in air-bag-equipped
vehicles.)



Automatic restraint systems are part of a series of attempts by federal and state
agencies to increase belt use among U.S. motorists. Seat belts have been federally
required in passenger vehicles since 1966 when lap belts were required as standard
equipment under FMVSS 208. In 1968, lap and shoulder belt systems for front seat
outboard occupants were made mandatory. However, up until the early 1980's, U.S.
belt use rates were approximately 10 to 15 percent (Bowman and Rounds, 1989),
indicating that the vast majority of motorists were electing not to use their available
belt sys terns.

To increase these low belt use rates and/or to avoid automatic restraint
requirements, widespread efforts were initiated to get mandatory belt use laws
(MULs) passed by the state legislatures. In late 1984, New York passed the first
mandatory belt use law. By 1992,42 states and the District of Columbia had enacted
safety belt use laws. (Four states enacted MULs, the laws were then repealed by voter
referendum and three laws were later reinstated.) Belt use increased steadily during
the late 80s. By 1991, approximately 59 percent of front seat occupants were buckling
up nationally, and this figure reached 62 percent by the end of 1992, according to a
population-weighted average of state use rates (NHTSA, 1993). Although these are
important advancements, clearly there still is a large group of the motoring public
who have not been pursuaded to buckle up. Automatic restraint systems may be a
method for achieving belt use among this group.

The driving public knew little about the automatic systems that were being
introduced in passenger vehicles in 1987. Public education was needed to proactively
address potential problems. One immediate concern was with the system that
automatically buckled only the shoulder belt. For these systems the front seat
occupants still need to manually buckle the lap belt. Early observational data
collected in North Carolina indicated that only 29 percent of drivers restrained with
automatic shoulders belts had secured manual lap belts (Reinfurt et al, 1991).
Another potential misunderstanding was that drivers might consider the air bag to
be a replacement for the lap-and-shoulder-belt system rather than the supplemental
system that it is. Motorists needed to be educated that air bag systems provide
additional protection in frontal and frontal oblique collisions only. There also were
new complications for the use of child safety seats both in seating positions fitted
with air bags and with many of the automatic belt systems that needed to be
addressed.

Strategies were needed to educate the public about these new systems.
Traditional belt use messages needed to be modified to include new technologies,
and research was needed to determine the impact of these systems on belt use.
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The goal of this project was to increase the correct use of automatic safety belts
and manual belts in air-bag-equipped vehicles through a yearlong, statewide, broad­
based program that combined a localized educational component with a public
information/mass media campaign. The objectives of the program were to convince
motorists to; 1) use manual lap belts in combination with automatic shoulder belts;
2) use the lap-and-shoulder belts in air-bag-equipped vehicles; 3) wear belts correctly,
(i.e., low and snug on the hips); and 4) leave automatic belts attached. The program
attempted to correct misinformation that drivers have about automatic protection,
and help them understand the importance of automatic systems and belt laws in
preventing deaths and injuries on our highways. Some of the promotions were
directed toward specific target groups such as new car purchasers and teenage
drivers.

The project recruited state-level and local public and private agencies to
participate in this effort and used the state's six media markets (as shown in Figure
1.1) to create simultaneous regional campaigns across North Carolina.

Figure 1.1 The six North Carolina program regions

Each program began with a training workshop attended by a core group of local
leaders and a kickoff media event. One jurisdiction (New Hanover County in the
southeast region) was selected to conduct a more concentrated effort and received a
community grant to enhance local resources.

The publicity for the programs was generated in three forms: hard news, public
awareness activities, and educational promotions. Hard news coverage was
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generated through press releases and media events about the program activities,
along with the demonstration of the correct usage of the different types of automatic
restraints and program results. Public awareness activities focused on obtaining play
for TV and radio PSA's, print ads, and billboard or other outdoor advertising.
Educational and promotional activities included the production of brochures,
posters, bumper stickers, hang tags, fliers, and decals for use in local programs.

The program evaluation included a process evaluation of the promotional
activity in each region and an outcome evaluation of the use and correct use of
automatic restraint systems over the project period. Statewide seat belt and
automatic restraint use data were collected prior to and at intervals throughout the
program. This information was used to promote media coverage of program results
as well as to evaluate the effect of the program. By conducting the program at two
levels-sa statewide program and a concentrated demonstration site--the project was
able to pilot test and evaluate different strategies, as well as compare the effect of the
concentrated program to the overall program. The statewide seat belt and automatic
restraint use data enabled the project to look at the differences by restraint type
among regions of the state, and for urban and rural differences. The data on
automatic restraint systems were divided into type of system, thus allowing
examination for use changes for each specific system.
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II. STATEWIDE PROGRAM

PLANNING

Identification of Regional Programs
The statewide public information program was divided into six regional

programs that corresponded to the six media markets in the state. These regions
were identified from west to east as Western Mountains, Southwest Piedmont,
Central Piedmont, Eastern Piedmont, Southeast and Coastal Plains. This strategy
was designed: 1) to encourage regional programs and coalitions that could target
specific populations and situations characteristic of those regions; and 2) to
encourage more media coverage by localizing the findings and giving the local
programs an opportunity to piggyback publicity about their programs with the
statewide program.

Each region had one to three local coordinators who were the main contacts for
the project. Statewide data on overall and automatic belt use were collected and
divided into regional results. These were given to the local programs as feedback
that could be compared to the other regions of the state.

Six regional workshops began the yearlong program by gathering concerned
individuals and organizations in each region in order to acquaint them with the
program and recruit their involvement. The workshop attendants became the
coalition that drove the regional public awareness campaign and activities. The
attendance roster for the workshops served as the base mailing list for the various
project efforts.

Identification of Target Groups and Recruitment of Program Participants
The first task was to identify the program target groups and the agencies,

organizations and individuals in the state in the best positions to reach these target
groups. The main groups were purchasers of new cars and current owners of cars
equipped with automatic restraints (primarily cars manufactured after 1986). These
were the two groups for whom the information had immediate need. Since
automobile dealerships are in contact with most purchasers of new cars, and
insurance agencies are in contact with every owner of a new or used vehicle, the
North Carolina Automobile Dealers Association and the Independent Insurance
Agents of North Carolina were recruited to lead core programs.

The NC Insurance Commissioner, a well respected elected official who
supported seat belts, was brought into the project. His participation in the kickoff
workshops and news conferences enhanced the events and contributed to the
excellent media coverage received.

The general public also was a target group in that everyone eventually will retire
their current vehicles and own cars with automatic systems. Also, people who own
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vehicles without automatic systems ride with people who have vehicles with such
systems. Yet another objective for the general public was to encourage future car
purchasers to choose vehicles with both air bags and lap-and-shoulder-belt systems.

Lastly, the program targeted the motoring populations most at risk of having a
crash and in the greatest need for proper protection. Within this group were
beginning drivers, young males, and drivers who have had driving violations or
been at fault in crashes.

Key groups identified for reaching the entire motoring public included the
North Carolina Sheriff's Association; the North Carolina Association of Chiefs of
Police; the State Highway Patrol; the Office of Emergency Medical Services; the
North Carolina Passenger Safety Association; the Department of Public Instruction;
county health departments; the Injury Control Section of the Department of
Environment, Health and Natural Resources; the NC Department of
Transportation's Division of Motor Vehicles; and the NC Head Injury Foundation.
These organizations assisted the demonstration program by providing mailing lists
of their members and, where appropriate, guiding the development of materials for
their membership.

Regional coordinators were recruited based on recommendations from these
contacts. These recommendations proved valuable to the project because they
identified committed, dedicated persons representing different disciplines and
highway safety perspectives.

The southeast region was led by the director of the Traffic Injury Prevention
Program of the New Hanover County Memorial Hospital, a health educator with
the New Hanover County Health Department and a health educator from the
Robeson County Health Department; the coastal plains region was led by the
director of the Traffic Injury Prevention Program of the University Medical Center
of Eastern North Carolina in Greenville; the central piedmont's lead was shared by a
traffic safety officer with the Greensboro Police Department and a health educator
from the Yadkin County Health Department; the southwest piedmont effort was led
by the director of the Traffic Injury Prevention Program of the Carolinas Medical
Center in Charlotte; and the western mountains was led by a health educator from
the Haywood County Health Department and the coordinator of emergency medical
services of McDowell County. The eastern piedmont region, which included the
state capitol and the headquarters of the state agencies involved in the project, was
the focus of the statewide efforts. HSRC, also located in that region, coordinated this
area's activities.

Program Theme
The message for this project was complex, so coming up with a simple theme

was challenging. It was important that the message not exclude the people who
have vehicles with only manual belts, since they represented the majority of
drivers. Although cars equipped with air bags were becoming more and more
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commonplace, they still represented a small portion of the vehicle mix. Therefore,
the message needed to encourage motorists to embrace air bag technology while not
creating the impression that anyone who doesn't have air bags is without
protection. In order to exclude no one, the theme "SEAT BELTS AIR BAGS Use all
you've got" was chosen. The theme changed to SEAT BELTS Use all you've got."
when used as a tag line for publicity about automatic belts. This theme was
incorporated into a program logo, shown in Figure 2.1, and was used on all
materials prepared for the program.

AT BELTS
JJr~IR BAGS

Use all you've got.

Figure 2.1 Program Theme and Logo.

Three core messages were developed to communicate the objectives of the
program:

• Will the 400/000 people who will be in crashes in North Carolina this year
PLEASE BUCKLE UP? This general message was intended to increase
motorists'perceived risk of being in a crash and thus increase the likelihood
that motorists will choose to buckle up.

• Give automatic shoulder belts a hand. Buckle that lap belt. Since by far the
most prevalent misuse of automatic restraints in NC is the failure to use
manual lap belts with motorized shoulder belts, this message was directed
specifically at motorists with this type of vehicle.

• Cars with air bags have seat belts too. There's a good reason why. This
concept presented the reasons why air bags should not stand alone as
protection in crashes. Air bags are supplemental restraint systems.

These messages were used in television and radio public service announcements
and were incorporated into a brochure that served as the main promotional piece
for the project. Twenty thousand brochures were distributed at the workshops and

7



an additional 50,000 were supplied to program participants throughout the program
year. The brochure is included in Appendix A.

Workshop and Program Kickoff Planning
The project officially began with six workshops and kickoff news conferences.

North Carolina has six separate media markets, so a workshop/news conference was
planned for each region. Listed below are the workshop sites and dates. Each
workshop was held at a hotel with meeting and dining facilities and with space for a
news conference and outdoor exhibit areas.

Raleigh- Durham 6/18/91
Wilmington 6/20/91
Asheville 6/25/91

Greensboro 6/27/91
Charlotte 7/11/91
Greenville 7/16/91

Project staff designed the workshops to accomplish four broad goals. First, to
inform those attending about automatic restraint systems and the associated pitfalls.
Second, to educate these people thoroughly enough that they could go back to their
communities and be the local experts on automatic restraints. Third, to encourage
those attending the workshops to participate and take lead roles in the program's
future activities -- a kickoff of local and regional activities. Fourth, to generate
media coverage of the news conferences to inform the general public about the
misuse of automatic restraint systems and about the statewide demonstration
program.

A brochure publicizing the workshops (shown in Appendix A) was developed
and mailed to approximately 7,000 potential attendants. The following is a
breakdown of the mailing list:

2,300 recipients of the HSRC newsletter (This included all health
departments, health educators, the research community, highway
safety advocates, injury prevention specialists, and members of the
North Carolina Passenger Safety Association.);

600 law enforcement agencies including police and sheriff's departments
and the NC State Highway Patrol (Brochures were sent with a cover
letter from HSRC, GHSP and the NCPSA encouraging participation.):

500 NC Head Injury Foundation, an organization whose membership
includes family members and victims of automobile crashes;

650 licensed emergency medical services providers (These brochures were
distributed with an accompanying memo from the director of the
state Office of Emergency Medical Services encouraging participation.);

1,600 independent insurance agents (These were distributed through their
trade organization, NC Association of Independent Insurance Agents,
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which made this program a project for their young insurance agents
group);

300 direct insurance writers, agents who work for an insurance company,
(These were distributed through the Insurance News Service.):

800 automobile dealerships (The NC Automobile Dealers Association
distributed these with an endorsement from the organization.):

30 TV public affairs directors (A companion letter encouraged the stations
to consider covering the automatic restraint issue through PSAs and
through their local talk show programming.); and

150 attendants at the NC Injury Prevention Conference, held in Chapel
Hill, NC in October, 1990.

An additional thousand brochures were divided among the lead organizations
in each region to distribute to potential participants in their communities. A
presentation was made at a state injury prevention conference in October, 1990
(listed above) to gain support for the project. As a result of that presentation, the
Department of Environment, Health and Human Resources sent a letter to all
health departments encouraging participation in the effort.

PROGRAM KICKOFF

Workshops and News Conferences

The first workshop/news conference, held in the Raleigh-Durham-Research
Triangle area, served both as the statewide program announcement and as the
region's kickoff event. Through this gathering, state, regional and local media
outlets first learned of the program and the misuse of automatic restraint systems.

The workshop began with with a morning session in which participants
received an overview of crash protection systems, the status of belt use in North
Carolina, and specific information about automatic restraint systems. Program
facilitators made special mention of child safety seats and the concerns about using
child restraints with automatic seat belts and air bags.

After a short break, the second session of the morning involved HSRC staff
members explaining the upcoming statewide public information and education
program and asking for suggestions and participation. Examples were given of
different types of community efforts and how law enforcement officers, health and
medical professionals, insurance agents and auto dealers could carry the "Use All
You've Got" message to local target audiences. Workshop participants also viewed
draft versions of three public service announcements scheduled to air within a few
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months. Program facilitators asked for comments and suggestions about the PSAs
and then used these remarks during the production of the final versions. The
creation of the three PSAs was one of the first actions of the statewide campaign.

Each participant received a program packet that included brochures and other
informative materials on seat belts and air bags. HSRC produced a brochure and fact
sheets to cover subject areas on which there where no existing materials. Twenty
thousand copies of the brochure were distributed during the workshops. Those
attending, in turn, took the brochures and distributed them in their communities.
The packet contained a sheet of reproducible "Use All You've Got" logos for
materials local programs would produce. HSRC also made available for participants
Community Safety Belt Programs, A Guidebook for Law Enforcement Agencies, and
the videotape programs, Crash Dynamics: How Seat Belts Work and Growing Up
Buckled Up. The book and tape were produced by HSRC and the NC GHSP. The
guidebook gives step-by-step instructions on how to undertake and conduct a
community-based belt program. The video program, Crash Dynamics, also was
shown as part of the morning's first session.

After lunch, which was provided as part of the workshop, the scheduled news
conference announced the start of the yearlong, statewide program. Speakers
included the NC Insurance Commissioner and representatives of HSRC and GHSP.
Workshop participants and attending media also were able to view and test the
different types of automatic seat belts on display in the new cars provided by local
dealerships. In addition, those attending saw an air bag deployment and a
simulation of a roll-over crash. The deployment left a lasting impression with its
loud bang and cloud of smoke. The simulator showed graphically what happens to
belted and unbelted occupants in a rollover crash. An adult dummy and a child-size
doll were used in the demonstration, and both, when unbelted in the
demonstrations, were thrown from the vehicle during the rollover sequence and
landed on the pavement. A NC Associated Press photographer took a photo of the
simulator in action. This photo appeared in many of the state's newspapers the
following day and is shown in Figure 2.2.

The second workshop took place two days later in Wilmington, the concentrated
program site. Workshops/news conferences in Asheville, Greensboro, Charlotte,
and Greenville followed during the next few weeks. All of these kickoff events were
similar to the Raleigh-Durham kickoff.

Some 375 safety advocates attended the six workshops. Law enforcement officers,
EMS technicians, public health professionals and state officials were the main
groups represented, along with a number of insurance agents. Fewer automobile
dealers attended workshops, although local dealerships did supply the display
vehicles and later, during the yearlong program, placed buckle up hang tags on their
new cars and trucks.
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THROWN FROM CAR: A seat belt simulator demonstrates how.a mother, at bottom, and
a child can be thrown from a tumbling vehicle.

Proper use of safety devices
urged for N.C. motorists

DURHAM CAP) - North Caro­
lina motorists should use every
part of their auto safety systems
to keep down health costs and in­
surance rates, proponents of a
new statewide program said Tues­
day.

Called "Seat Belts and Air
Bags: Use All You've Got," the
yearlong education program in­
tends to show the benefits of cor­
rectly using new auto restraint
systems.

"Technology has changed ... but
there's a lack of knowledge out
there as to how important the
shoulder belt and lap belt is com-

bined with an air bag," said Paul
Jones of the Governor's Highway
Safety Program.

Almost 60 percent of all North
Carolinians now wear seat belts,
Jones said. And seat belt use has
reduced the number of traffic-re­
lated deaths and injuries since
1985, when a mandatory seat-belt
law was enacted.

While most motorists use some
sort of safety restraint, studies
show that 70 percent fail to cor­
rectly use manual lap belts with
automatic shoulder belts, said
Donald Reinfurt of the Highway
Safety Research Center at the

University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill.

He said Z5 percent of drivers of
cars with air bags do not use their
lap and shoulder belts.

Jones said safe driving is a con­
sumer issue and also one of public
health and economics.

Unsafe drivers also affect em­
ployers, because employers lose
personnel and productivity when
motorists have to take time to re­
cover from injuries.

State Insurance Commissioner
Jim Long said the seat belt law
has helped lower insurance costs.

Figure 2.2 Example of Media Coverage of Kickoff News Conference
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At each news conference, the agencies that would coordinate local and regional
efforts were introduced. These lead agencies stayed in close contact with HSRC,
relayed reports of program activities and distributed seat belt promotion materials.

Fulfilling a preset goal, the six workshops/news conferences attracted a
substantial amount of media coverage. In fact, the workshop series generated more
media attention than HSRC staff had anticipated. Personnel from 24 separate news
outlets in North Carolina covered the program kickoff series. Each news conference
drew the attention of at least one local/regional television station. All totalled, 11
TV stations, eight radio stations, four newspapers and the North Carolina
Associated Press broadcasted or printed first-hand reports about the workshops and
the ensuing demonstration program.

Project staff appeared on community-affairs-type radio and television shows.
Viewers and listeners in the Wilmington, Asheville, Greensboro and Charlotte
areas received safety belt information through live morning and noon TV shows,
and morning and afternoon radio talk shows. Wire stories, written by HSRC staff
and sent out from UNC News Services and the NC Associated Press, appeared in
most of the newspapers across the state. At least 75 percent of all the daily
newspapers in North Carolina ran stories and/or photos about the workshops and
statewide seat belt program.

PUBLIC AWARENESS ACTIVITIES

Public Service Advertising
TV PSAs. As part of this project's broad public information component, HSRC

developed a set of television public service announcements. These 15- and 30­
second spots were distributed to the public affairs directors at each North Carolina
television station and to several local cable television companies and cable
advertising firms. Take One Productions, in Raleigh, NC, filmed and produced the
public service announcements.

Initial concepts for the PSAs were opinion-tested by the workshop participants. A
draft version of each PSA was produced shortly before the workshop series began.
During the workshops, the participants were asked to view the PSAs, to give their
honest, open opinions, and to make suggestions. The final versions of the PSAs
were then the products of those criticisms and suggestions. Below are brief
description of the PSAs.

Automatic Shoulder Belts -- a 15-second spot that cautions motorists who
have automatic shoulder belts to buckle their laps belts as well. The main
message of this PSA is "Give automatic shoulder belts a hand. Buckle that lap
belt." The most common form of automatic restraint misuse in North
Carolina is not buckling lap belts when the vehicle is equipped with
motorized shoulder belts. This spot speaks directly to these drivers.

12



Air Bags -- a IS-second PSA that reminds motorists who have cars equipped
with air bags to keep on using their safety belts. This spot's opening line says,
"Cars with air bags have set belts too. There's a good reason why." The PSA
further explains that air bags will not inflate in rear-end collisions, side
impacts and rollover crashes.

400,000 People -- this spot was distributed in IS- and 3D-second versions. One
version shows numerous crashed cars, the other focuses on a junk yard scene.
This PSA asks the rhetorical question, "Will the 400,000 people who will be in
crashes in North Carolina this year PLEASE BUCKLE UP?" This general
message was intended to promote the use of all types of seat belt systems.

Regional coordinators in each of the six NC media markets and HSRC staff reported
seeing the PSAs on different television stations for several months.

Radio PSAs. All program participants were sent scripts for radio PSAs. Most of
the spots contained in these scripts were designed for use during the different
holiday seasons. Others could be used as general belt-use-promotion PSAs anytime
of the year.

The PSAs contained facts and themes that could be personalized to create local
spots. Program participants were encouraged to ask their local radio stations to
produce the scripted PSAs and use popular disc jockeys as the narrators. Such a
request would help bring in the radio stations as program supporters. The scripts for
the live announcer radio PSAs are contained in Appendix B.

Generation of Hard News
The UNC Highway Safety Research Center automatics program generated hard

news coverage mainly through two means: 1) the workshop/program kickoff series;
and 2) periodic news releases sent out through the UNC News Services. The
amount of coverage generated by the workshops and kickoff news conferences is
discussed earlier in the report. This section will examine how that coverage and
later hard news attention was achieved.

Workshop Series News. Workshop/news conference site selection was a first
consideration in trying to attract the media. As explained previously, HSRC
conducted a separate workshop and news conference in each of the state's six media
markets. This improved the chances that news of the program would reach all
regions of the state. Project staff also gave special consideration when choosing the
specific workshop sites within each media market. Sites needed to be close to media
outlets, but central enough to attract program participants. Program staff chose the
cities of Asheville, Charlotte, Greensboro, Raleigh, Greenville and Wilmington
because each provides at least one major television station, numerous radio
stations, a regional newspaper, and is central to its region.
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HSRC mailed and faxed media advisories to alert news organizations in each
media market of its upcoming workshop. The week prior to a workshop/news
conference date, HSRC and UNC News Services sent media advisories to all the
newspapers, radio stations and TV stations in that particular market. The advisories
provided day, time and location information and gave a rough agenda of the
planned events, including an invitation to lunch. The media advisories also gave
news organizations general background information on automatic restraint systems
and their misuse.

One to two days before each workshop, HSRC staff followed up the advisories
with phone calls and more faxes. These communiques served as reminders and re­
emphasized that certain news conference events (air bag deployment and rollover
simulator) would provide good photo and video opportunities. In all, HSRC staff
and UNC News Services staff made nearly 100 contacts, encouraging the media to
attend the workshops and to run stories about automatic restraints and the
statewide program.

In addition to the media advisories and follow-up contacts, HSRC and UNC
News Services distributed separate news releases on the dates of the Raleigh­
Durham and Wilmington kickoffs. As mentioned before, the Raleigh-Durham
conference was held first and served as both a regional kickoff and the state program
kickoff. This release announced the start of the statewide program and gave the
media detailed information about the problems with automatic seat belts. Every
news organization in the state received this release either electronically or through
the mail.

The news release for the Wilmington conference differed in that it went to
media in southeast North Carolina only. This release announced that Wilmington
was chosen to be the concentrated program site. Both the Raleigh-Durham and
Wilmington releases included HSRC belt use statistics and quotes from staff
members about the dangers of automatic belt misuse.

Program News Releases. Once the workshop series ended and the yearlong
public information program began, HSRC generated hard news coverage through
periodic news releases. Again, working with UNC News Services, HSRC wrote and
sent out five releases between November 1991 and December 1992. Each release
focused on a closely defined issue related to North Carolina automatic and overall
seat belt use. Each report received good media attention, spawning stories in
newspapers, and on radio and television news programs.

The first release, dated November 4, 1991, actually contained six slightly different
releases. Each media market received a different release based on the belt use rates
for that region. Each release highlighted that particular market's automatic and
overall belt use rates and compared them with the other state regions and North
Carolina as a whole.
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A visit to North Carolina by the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles provided the
focus for the second and third releases. Two of the cartoon turtles, Donatello and
Michaelangelo, visited four NC cities to kick off Child Passenger Safety Awareness
Week (February 9 thorugh 15, 1992), and to show their support for child seat and seat
belt use. Donatello and Michaelangelo made airport stops in Asheville, Greensboro,
Raleigh-Durham and Wilmington. HSRC coordinated the promotional visit and
alerted the media of the Turtles' planned stops. Following the successful pattern of
the workshops, HSRC and UNC News Services faxed and mailed media advisories
to newspapers and stations in the four cities. Again, these faxes were followed by
phone calls and more faxes the day before the Turtles' arrival. HSRC also prepared a
news release explaining the reason for the visit and the importance of using child
restraints. Media representatives covering Donatello and Michaelangelo's four stops
received copies of the release. UNC also mailed the release to media organizations
outside of the four cities. Media response in the four cities was outstanding. The
visits received television and front-page newspaper coverage. Figure 2.3 shows an
example of this coverage.

HSRC also released news and facts about using child safety seats with automatic
seat belt systems. This third program news release stressed that automatic seat belt
systems, as installed by auto manufacturers, do not work properly with child seats.
HSRC cautioned parents to read the manuals for both their automobile and the
child safety seat and to follow all instructions carefully. Parents also were urged to
examine their cars manufacturer's recommendations for using a child seat in front
passenger positions equipped with an air bag.

An update of the state's automatic belt use rates and news of federal grant money
hinging on North Carolina reaching an overall use rate of 70 percent were the main
items of the program's fourth release. The lead sentence, "More North Carolina
motorists must start using their seat belts or the state risks losing future federal
funding for highway safety programs," grabbed the attention of news organizations
statewide. Some 14 different newspapers, radio stations and TV news crews
contacted the Center directly. The May 8, 1992 release brought the greatest media
coverage of seat belts and the statewide program since the workshop series.

The fifth and final release of the automatics project announced the good news
that, as belt use rates in North Carolina have climbed, the rate of people being killed
or seriously injured in crashes has dropped. The release quoted HSRC staff, saying
increased seat belt use was a leading contributing factor in the decline of crash deaths
and serious injuries. Serious and fatal injuries rates of drivers covered by the state's
seat belt law have decreased steadily since the law went into effect. These rates are
roughly two-thirds of what they were before the law.

This final release also contained encouraging news about belt use in cars with air
bags. When the program began in 1991, HSRC staff feared driver belt use in cars
equipped with air bags would decline as the program progressed despite public
information efforts. Researchers anticipated that as more people began driving air
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Child Safety Awareness Week Feb. 9-15

John P... /News & RKonl

MEET MICHAELANGELO: Michaelangelo shakes hands with preschool children from the GTCC Children's Center, who
came to see him and Donatello at the Piedmont Triad International Airport Friday afternoon.

Ninja Turtles say 'CowaBUCKLE Dude'
Piedmont children learn
how to travel safely.

By By TATlANA M. WITH
St.ffWrltfr

Parents beware: The automatic
safety belts and air bags in a new
car are not automatically safe
when used with a child safety seat.

''Traditionally, restraint sys­
tems are designed for adults. And
in planning, not enough consider­
ation has been given for safety
seats," said William L. Hall,
spokeaman for the University of
North Carolina Highway Safety
Research Center.

Hall's comments Friday came
when Michaelangelo and Donatel­
10,two of the four Teenage Mutant

Ninja Turtles, urged preschoolers
across the state to say "Cowa­
BUCKLE Dude!" The slogan is a
spin-off of the green creatures' fa­
mous saying "CowaBunga Dude."

About 45 children, many don­
ning green turtle sweats and car­
rying turtle toys, swarmed their
favorite pizza-munching, crime­
fighting heroes at Piedmont Triad
International Airport. That visit
marked the beginning of Child
Safety Awareness Week Feb.
9-15.

The turtles also visited Wil­
mington, Raleigh-Durham and
Asheville.

The automatic shoulder belts
cannot secure child aafety seats at
all, Hall u.id. And moet lap belts

can't be properly pulled and locked
to secure the child's seat because
they tighten only during crashes
or in a sudden stop.

Passenger-side air bagscan also
endanger newborns and infants
riding rear-facing restraints in the
front seat. The bagspop out of the
dash quickly and with such force,
Hall said, that they'll push the re­
straint and the child into the back
of the seat.

Hall said he doesn't mean to dis­
courage parents from using child
aafety seats. When used correetly,
child aafety seats are more than 70
percent effective in preventing
deaths.

If the car has automatic lap and
sboulder belta, the lap belt ehouId

be changed to a manual belt that
will lock and hold the seat in place.
For cars with automatic shoulder
belts and manual lap belts, manu­
facturers recommend that parents
purchase special heavy-duty clips
that shorten the lap belt enough to
keep the seat in place.

Hall said children are aafest in
the back seat, but he cautioned
that the new lap-shoulder belts
there also need to be adjusted with
locking clips to secure a child seat.
He said the middle backseat has a
manual belt that works well with­
out adjustment.

WANT TO KNOW MORE?
Call the UnIversity of North Car­
olina Hlrhway Safety Reaearch
Center at 1~7lI-4527.

Figure 2.3 Example of Media Coverage of Ninja Turtle News Conferences
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bag equipped cars and as more lower-priced models began offering air bags, belt use
in these vehicles could drop. To the contrary, the news release reported that driver
belt use in vehicles with air bags was increasing. (Appendix C contains copies of all
news releases generated by the project.)

Media Support and Reaction. The amount of media attention and support
given to the automatic restraint project came as a mild surprise. Every program
event and news release generated media coverage. Every workshop/news
conference appeared on at least one television news program. Regional newspapers
covered all but one of the workshops.

Perhaps the most memorable newspaper coverage came during the Charlotte
workshop and news conference. The Charlotte Observer, a newspaper with a
circulation of approximately three million, sent its top city columnist, Allen
Norwood to the event. Mr. Norwood came early and stayed through the day's entire
schedule of events. His column appeared the next morning. It told of the program
and about automatic belts and air bags, but mainly it spoke of the EMS and other
medical professionals who were there. As the column read, "... all the sessions
across the state have been heavily attended by emergency medical workers. These
aren't do-gooder safety nuts. These men and women, many of them volunteers, are
the ones who mop up the carnage after auto wrecks. ' Come ride with us for a day
and a half,' said one EMS worker. 'That will convince you about seat belts." (The
full article is contained in Appendix C.)

State wire services picked up four of the five program news releases. This means
every newspaper, TV station and radio station in the state received periodic reports
of the program and North Carolina's seat belt use.

Each release generated calls from the media. HSRC staff were seen on television,
heard on radio and quoted in newspapers throughout the program. Project staff
became authorities on the use of automatic restraint systems. National media
organizations such as The New York Times, Washington Post, USA Today, Detroit
Free Press and the CBS Evening News have called HSRC for information on
automatic systems.

Coalition Newsletter
In order to communicate effectively and efficiently with everyone who attended

a workshop, HSRC staff developed the North Carolina Automatic Times newsletter,
shown in Figure 2.4. Three issues of the NC Automatic Times were mailed to
program participants during the yearlong project. Approximately 450 persons and
organizations received copies of each newsletter.

Each issue of the Automatic Times contained articles about successful and
innovative efforts underway in the six different regions of the state. HSRC staff
collected and printed these stories to pass along good program ideas and to recognize
the hard work going on across the state. Other articles described upcoming HSRC
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NOR T H CAROLINA

AUTOMATIC liMES
State News of Automatic Seat Belts and Air Bags Summer 1992

Spring 1992
40 percent
42 percent
37 percent
38 percent
30 percent
27 percent

Spring 1992
55 percent
71 percent
79 percent
78 percent
64 percent
66 percent

their cars have to offer when
they forget to use their lap
belts. they also stand a greater
risk of suffering serious injuries
in crashes.

HSRC researchers have
observed more than 9,000 NC
drivers in cars with automatic
restraints over the last four
years. Researchers say more
surveys are needed to deter­
mine if increasing correct
automatic belt use is a signifi­
cant trend.

Fall 1991
40 percent
35 percent
27 percent
42 percent
21 percent
30 percent

Fall 1991
60 percent
70 percent
68 percent
69 percent
62 percent
63 percent

Belt Use in Cars with Air Bags

lap Belt Use in Cars with Automatic Belts

Region
Western Mountains
Southwest Piedmont
Central Piedmont
Eastern Piedmont
Southeast
Coastal Plains

Region
Western Mountains
Southwest Piedmont
Central Piedmont
Eastern Piedmont
Southeast
Coastal Plains

Despite the good news
that automatic belt use is
improving, work remains. The
latest surveys also indicate that
nearly two-thirds of NC drivers
with motorized automatic
shoulderbelts still fai I to
buckle their manual lap belts.

These people are not
getting all the crash protection

'---- J

Thenumber of North Carolina
motorists using automatic seat
beltsystems correctly appears
to be increasing. Researchers
saythiscould be an indication
that the ongoing statewide
projectto educate motorists
about automatic belts and air
bags is reaching itsaudience.

The UNC Highway Safety
Research Center's latest
observational surveys show
that the use of manual lap
belts in cars withautomatic
shoulder belts is up or at least
holding steady in most areas
of the state when compared
with the previous survey. (See
map on page 2.)The use rate
of seat belts in cars with air
bags also has risen in most
regions. Statewide, approxi­
mately 70 percent of drivers in
carsequipped with air bags
are using their manual lap­
and-shoulder belts.

lhe adjacent table shows
howthe different regions of
the state have progressed in
automatic seat belt use.

Surveys Record More NC Motorists
Using Automatic Seat Belts Correctly

Figure 2.4 Project Newsletter
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activities and materials designed to assist local programs.

All three issues reported the latest regional and statewide automatic seat belt use
figures. These reports tracked the improvement each region experienced in
educating people about the proper use of automatic seat belts and air bags.

A primary goal of the Automatic Times was to make those people who attended
the workshops feel like they were an important part of a statewide program. HSRC
staff provided news of activities and different enforcement approaches from all
across the state. Activities featured in Automatic Times articles ranged from small
departmental and factory-based buckle up efforts to the major events taking place in
the concentrated site of Wilmington.

HSRC gathered the different reports and news items simply by calling regional
coordinators and others on the workshop attendance log. Participants also were
asked to send in activity reports each time they received program memos from
HSRC.

Program staff also used the Automatic Times to inform readers how they could
order bulk supplies of educational materials. Based on the numbers of orders for the
various items, the Automatic Times was well read. Several people expressed regret
when they learned the newsletter would not continue after the automatics project
ended.

CORE PROGRAMS

The public awareness program was divided into two types of activities:
1) promotions conducted at the statewide level with local programs encouraged to
participate; and 2) programs developed for specific groups with materials designed
to meet their individual program objectives. Figure 2.5 presents an overview of
activities that occurred from July 1991 through October 1992. The concentrated site
had its own public awareness plan that is discussed under a separate section of this
report.

All materials produced by the project were made available to all participants.
Even promotional materials developed for a specific group, such as hang tags for
auto dealers, were offered to all workshop participants with the suggestion to
encouragetheir local dealers to use them. The project stayed in communication with
the workshop participants. Many of the local activities were shared with the
program and distributed through articles in the project newsletter Automatic Times.
Examples of local activities reported include:

• Workshop conducted in Haywood County to educate regional law
enforcement agencies about the benefits of belts
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Seat Belts & Ail'Bags Public Awareness Program
July 1991 - October 1992

July August Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. March April May June July August Sept. Oct.

-. . .Holiday Workshops in Greenville
Radio and Winston Salem to
Messages - train groups on child safety
Scripts seat use withautomatic belts
provided and air bags.
to local groups. .

Distribution of Automatics Brochures_.
issue of Newsletter -lssus of Newsletter

­Program
Kickoff
Workshops
and
News
Conferences

TV PSAs

---­'Regional
automatic
and
general belt
use data
provided to
local groups
and distributed
through
news releases

:-
: Child Passenger
: Safety Week
: News Release
: on Use of
: Automatic Belts
: and Air Bags with
: Child Safety Seats.
: TEENAGE MUTANT
: NINJA TURTLE
: Media Swing-
: 4 News Conferences

- - .Memorial July Fourth
Day Holiday
Holiday Radio
Radio Message/
Message/ Buckledown
Buckledown Caravan
the Capitol
Event

:Lifesavers Month
'Law Enforcement Week
:Buckle Up NC Week

: Regional
:automatic and
: general belt
:use data
: provided to
: local grou ps
: and distributed
:through
:news releases

. . -.
Issue of Newsletter- .Labor Day
Holiday
Radio
Message

........
Regionai
automatic
and
general belt
use data
provided to
local groups
and distributed
through
news releases

Distri?ution of. Law En~orceme~t, EmerQency M~dical an? Firefig~ters BU':lper Stic.kers

Distribution of Posters and Ad Slicks

- Indepe~dent Ins~rance ~gents ,p~ogram :
. . .

Automo.bile Dea~ers Prowam

:High School Proprarn

. . .
: Concentrated S!te Progr.am . . . . .

J

Concentrated Site Summer Push

Figure 2.5 Timeline of Public Awareness Activities
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• Seat belt education and enforcement program conducted by the Boone Police
Department

• Review of safety policies and initiation of training on seat belt safety by the
McDowell County EMS coordinator for all county employees

• Rural northeastern regional promotion by the Albemarle Commission that
included a series of newspaper feature articles and presentations using
program video and brochures

• Greenville multimedia program that highlighted local belted crash
survivors

• Adoption by the Yadkin County Injury Prevention Task Force of the
statewide automatic seat belt campaign as its 1992 project

• Work of the Durham County Health Department with four high schools
to raise seat belt awareness and use among teenagers

• Construction of a rollover demonstrator, like the one used in the kickoff
workshops, by the Greensboro Police Department to assist in seat belt
community presentations

• Program developed by the Cumberland County Department of Emergency
Services that used ambulances and rescue vehicles as part of presentations
on prevention of highway injuries that emphasized seat belt benefits

• Chatham County Health Department's high school seat belt incentive
program

• Program by the State Capitol Insurance Company of Raleigh to increase
belt use among employees that resulted in a NHTSA 70%+ award

• Seat belt incentive and education program conducted for plant employees by
the wellness committtee of the Fruit of the Loom plant in Montgomery
County.

The following sections highlight the major statewide efforts conducted during
the program period.

Updates on Regional and Statewide Belt Use
HSRC collected seat belt and automatic restraint data across the state by program

region. Three waves of this data were collected during the project period. Results
were provided to regional participants through the Automatic Times newsletter and
as copies of news releases in October, 1991 and in May and October, 1992. Each news
release included a media note that listed area programs. Local leaders were
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encouraged to talk to their media so that they could include local programs in their
stories.

TV and Radio Public Service Announcements (PSAs)
A set of four 3D-second and two 15-second TV PSAs was previewed at the kickoff

workshops in order to benefit from the reactions of the participants. The PSAs were
revised based on these comments and sent to the public affairs director at each NC
television station.

Local programs were sent scripts for radio PSAs promoting belt use to coincide
with Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays. The scripts contained facts and themes
that were personalized to create local PSAs. Local programs were encouraged to get
stations to assist in producing these messages and to recruit popular disc jockeys to
join the cause. The TV and radio PSAs are described in detail in the previous section
under Public Information Activities.

Child Passenger Safety Week and Training Workshops

Each year the week in which Valentine's Day falls is celebrated as National Child
Passenger Safety Week. The program decided to use that week as an opportunity to
get out the message that there are several special considerations for using child
safety seats with automatic belts and air bags. Two important cautions needed to be
covered:

• Rear-facing safety seats, required for infants under 2D pounds, should not be
placed in a seating position that has an air bag.

• Most automatic belts are not designed to hold a safety seat securely in place.
Parents should check their owner's manual to find out if a safety seat can be
used with the car's automatic belt system. If the safety seat cannot be used with
the system, then the safety seat should be used in the rear seat, which is the
safest seating position for a small child and is equipped with manual belts.

Two one-day workshops on child passenger safety were held in Greenville and
Winston Salem in January 1992 to cover general correct use of child safety seats as
well as the proper use of safety seats with automatic systems. The workshops were
designed to prepare groups and individuals to go back to their communities and
work with the media in using Child Passenger Safety Week to get more children
buckled up correctly. HSRC and GHSP prepared a news release for Child Passenger
Safety Week about using safety seats with automatic restraints, and again local
groups were encouraged to urge the media to incorporate their local activities in the
story.

Contacts with the licensers of the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles resulted in two
Turtles, Michaelangelo and Donatello, coming to North Carolina the Friday before
Child Passenger Safety Week (February 7) to make a swing through the state. They
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appeared at news conferences at the airports in four cities: Wilmington, Raleigh,
Greensboro, and Asheville. The local coordinators for the automatics project made
the arrangements and identified children to receive "Saved by the Safety Seat"
awards at each news conference. Media coverage for these events was excellent as
several newspapers printed full-color photographs of the events.

The next week, the Turtles appeared with Dr. C. Everette Koop, retired Surgeon
General and chairman of the National Safe Kids Campaign, in Washington D.C. at
the National Press Club to kick off Child Passenger Safety Awareness Week
nationally. It was through the efforts of the project coordinator in Wilmington that
the initial contact with the Turtles was made.

A coloring sheet, featuring a Ninja Turtle wearing a seat belt was prepared (see
Figure 2.6). The project received permission to create the artwork and change the
Turtles' familiar saying "cowa bunga dude" to "cowaBUCKLE dude" in order to use
it on the coloring sheet. These coloring sheets were distributed to children at the
news conferences and mailed along with the news release to all workshop
participants. These activities were described in two national newsletters (Safe Ride
News and Buckle Up Registry) and requests from nearly 50 agencies across the
United States were received for reproducible copies of the coloring sheet.

Law Enforcement, Emergency Medical Personnel and Fire Fighters
Bumper stickers were produced for law enforcement and emergency medical

personnel to use on their vehicles. The bumper stickers read "We're behind seat
belts. You need to be too." followed by either North Carolina Law Enforcement
Agencies with the Operation Buckle Down logo or North Carolina Emergency
Medical Personnel followed by the star-of-life symbol. The law enforcement bumper
sticker was distributed through visits to police departments by the Operation Buckle
Down coordinators. (North Carolina has two retired law enforcement officers that
serve as coordinators for the NHTSA-sponsored program Operation Buckle Down,
in which police departments are urged to conduct seat belt enforcement programs.)
The EMS bumper stickers were distributed through the state EMS office. By request
from the Department of Insurance, bumper stickers were printed for the North
Carolina Firefighters Association and distributed by the Department of Insurance.
Examples of the bumper stickers are included in Appendix A.

Independent Insurance Agents of North Carolina
The Independent Insurance Agents of North Carolina, an organization with

over 1,000 member insurance agents located across the state, participated in the
kickoff workshops. The Young Agents Committee of the association decided to
make promoting seat belts and air bags their service project for 1992. They set up a
booth on automatic restraints at the organization's convention in October, 1991 and
met during the following November to decide strategies for their program. The
young agents worked with the local boards of independent agents across the state to
conduct programs for driver education classes, and civic groups, and to distribute
information to policyholders.
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Figure 2.6 Ninja Turtle Coloring Sheet
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The young agents decided to conduct
a year-long statewide program to help
increase belt use in North Carolina to
70%. The automatics project developed a
packet of materials specially tailored for
this group that included brochures and
items available for distribution in their
communities. Materials included a
bumper sticker (2,500 printed), a decal
(10,000), two posters (2,500 of each), fact
sheets and suggested activities such as
incentive programs. In April 1991, these
packets were mailed to the 1,000 member
agencies.

Figure 2.7 Insurance Agent Decal

Their program began in May 1991 with a news release and the airing of a
television commercial about automatic restraints developed by the agents using
some of HSRC's video footage. The agents purchased air time during the week of
May 11 on CNN Cable News Network. The cable system reaches 519,595 homes in
North Carolina with a potential viewing audience of more than 1.5 million. They
also sent out information on the NHTSA 70%+ program to all their members and
planned a competition among their districts for the fall. Also in May, they
participated in the seat belt caravan conducted by GHSP to promote the
Summertime Blues campaign, an enforcement and public awareness program of
Operation Buckledown. An independent agent was part of the news
conference/ceremony conducted in each town along a five-legged caravan trek to
Greensboro, NC, where a statewide media event was staged. The executive director
of the independent agent group was one of the speakers in Greensboro. The agents
purchased magnetic signs that carried the program theme SEAT BELTS AIR BAGS
Use all you've got. These signs were used on the cars of agents who participated in
the caravans as they drove from town to town. Materials developed for the
independent agents program are shown in Appendix D.

Automobile Dealers Program
The NC Automobile Dealers Association (NCADA) agreed to lead one of the core

programs for the project. Member dealerships provided cars with automatic systems
for demonstration at each of the six regional kickoffs. Through meetings with
officers of the NCADA, it was decided that a series of three hang tags would be
developed for auto dealers to place on the rear view mirrors of cars in their
showrooms and lots. Figure 2.8 illustrates the three hang tags.

These hang tags were pilot-tested with the Wilmington auto dealers as part of
the concentrated program effort in New Hanover County. One hang tag addressed
the need to use belts in cars with air bags; one was designed for cars with automatic
shoulder belts; and the third was a general seat belt message for use in both new and
used cars. These hang tags, with localized messages for the Wilmington area, were
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Figure 2.8 Hang Tags for Auto Dealerships
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introduced at the kick off of the community campaign. They were in use at most
dealerships in the area by May 1992.

In June, the North Carolina Automobile Dealers Association announced the
start of the program on a statewide basis through the organization's news magazine
and encouraged dealerships to write HSRC to obtain quantities of the hang tags. At
the same time, these tags were promoted through the Automatic Times newsletter,
and readers were encouraged to urge their dealerships to participate. A total of
15,000 general tags, 15,000air bag tags and 10,000 automatic shoulder belt tags were
produced and distributed for the statewide effort.

High School Program
Populations most at risk of having a crash and thus at greatest need for

protection were defined as a major target group for this project. High school
students were singled out as one such target group. Traffic crashes have been cited as
the cause of about half of all accidental deaths and about half of all spinal cord
injuries among 15-24 year-olds (Robertson, 1981). This age group is at greater risk of
being in crashes because of a combination of factors including driving experience,
risk-taking driving behaviors, low rates of safety belt use and widespread use of
alcohol (NHTSA, 1991; Williams, 1985; Fell, 1984).

To better understand what messages might motivate teenagers to buckle up, the
project decided to conduct focus group sessions with students at three high schools
in low-belt-use areas. The principals were asked to select eight students in the
eleventh and twelfth grades who would be considered risk-takers. Risk takers were
defined as students not likely to use seat belts or to conform to rules. Two college
student interns majoring in journalism and sociology assisted in the conduct of
focus groups of high school students and the subsequent development of messages
and strategies for reaching young adults. The focus group participants were
presented several candidate seat belt message concepts and asked to comment on
each. They also were asked to come up with ideas they thought would be effective.

The information gained through the focus group sessions at three high schools
was used to develop strategies for reaching young adults. The groups suggested that
to get and keep teenagers' attention, the messages need to be powerful and
competitive in quality with the other messages being marketed to youth. Most
believed seat belts were a good idea but felt they are uncomfortable to use and that
even belt users were likely not to use them in certain situations, such as when they
were in party mode. They suggested that the messages deal graphically with the
consequences of not buckling up. It appeared that youth value their looks and
clothes and can relate to the loss of either better than to the possibility of death.

Three posters were developed. Each used an article of clothing to symbolize
youth. Each contains the theme SEAT BELTS AIR BAGS Use all you've got and a
designer-logo-type graphic of a hand buckling a belt with the words Get a Grip,
Buckle Up. The posters are described in the following:
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• Headline: Not Wearing a Seat Belt Can Be Murder On Your Clothes.

The text: Jessica looked for weeks for the perfect dress. That night, because
she didn't want to get it wrinkled, Jessica didn't buckle her seat belt. But it
wasn't the seat belt that ruined her dress. It was the windshield. And the
paramedics who cut it off her to save her life.

The visual: A beautiful, blood-stained dress on a satin hanger slit as if by a
paramedic.

Rationale: Belt use data collected by HSRC at various NC high schools has
shown that young females are more likely to buckle up than young males
under most circumstances. In the focus groups discussions, young females
indicated that the times that they were less likely to buckle up were when
they were dressed up and didn't want to wrinkle their clothes.

• Headline: A Few Seconds To Buckle Up and He Could Have Finished The
Season.

The text: Tom earned his letter jacket the hard way and he wore it
everywhere he went. The jacket made his seat belt feel uncomfortable, so he
quit buckling up. The paramedics noticed the jacket as they cut it off him
after the wreck. Now Tom won't finish the season. He's too busy learning to
walk again.

The visual: A bloodied and torn letter jacket lying on the seat of a severely
crashed car.

Rationale: This concept was intended to appeal to young males who have
worked hard to accomplish something. A common comment heard in the
focus groups was that belts were uncomfortable.

• Headline: Road Kill.

The text: Michael saved for months to buy his leather jacket. And he took
good care of it. Nobody looked as cool in leather as he did. Way too cool for
seat belts. When the State Trooper found Michael he was still wearing his
leather jacket. It wasn't in very good shape anymore. Glass and pavement
had taken their toll on the jacket. And on Michael.

The visual: A ripped and scarred leather jacket splayed across a road.

Rationale: The primary target group for this concept was all young males. A
common comment heard in the focus groups was that it is better to be
thrown from the car.
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The final poster concepts, shown in Figures 2.9 - 2.11, again were reviewed by
teenagers and received favorable comments. Twenty thousand copies of each
30"x18" poster were printed in full color. The posters were promoted in the last
issue of Automatic Times, and local coalition members were encouraged to order
copies for their area high schools. The posters also were distributed through the
regional coordinators and members of the North Carolina Passenger Safety
Association. A quantity of the posters have been used in conjunction with high
school seat belt promotions that are being conducted under a separate GHSP project.
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III. CONCENTRATED SITE PROGRAM

BACKGROUND

It is quite labor intensive to implement a statewide campaign promoting the
correct use of automatic restraints. It is difficult to evaluate the effect of such a
campaign. By virtue of having a statewide seat belt survey in place, staff were able to
adapt the North Carolina procedure to yield belt use percentages for drivers of
vehicles with automatic restraint systems.

One reason for using a concentrated site pertained to logistics -- in other words,
the promotion of automatics within a community was less complicated than
statewide. Perhaps more importantly, the community approach offered a better
chance for evaluating the various kinds of promotional activities.

PLANNING

Site Selection
From past community projects conducted by HSRC, a list of candidate North

Carolina cities not previously utilized was available for consideration. Two leading
candidates were Wilmington and Greenville, both located in the eastern part of the
state. Both sites had reasonable size (about 60,000 - 80,000 population) and their own
self-contained media markets. In addition, both sites had hospital-based Traffic
Injury Prevention Programs (TIPPs) in place, along with other networking agencies
and organizations.

The next step in the selection process was to contact potential local coordinating
agencies to ascertain their interest. If positive, data would then be collected to
approximate the local belt use rate. The idea was to find a location with a reasonable
belt use rate which had room to increase.

We started with Wilmington because of their high level of interest in the project
and past success in working with the media in this area. Initial observations yielded
a driver shoulder belt use rate of around 55-60 percent, close to the statewide average
but with potential to grow. Coupled with its population (80,000 city and 120,000
county), good media contacts, enthusiastic local agencies, and good networking
potential, Wilmington was a relatively easy choice as the concentrated site.

Recruitment of Program Participants
It was decided that the promotional activities would cover a multi-county

region, but with most of the focus on Wilmington and New Hanover County. To
allow for broad-based networking, we recruited two agencies to share leadership,
and the program became a joint effort of the TIPP program at the New Hanover
Regional Medical Center and the New Hanover County Health Department.
Coordinators were the manager of the TIPP program and an active health educator
in charge of promotions for the health department. A health educator from the
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Robeson County Health Department also was a key contributor for this area of the
media market. A $25,000 community grant from overall project funds was made
available to assist with printing, promotional items, and supplemental data
collection.

Various community groups were part of networking efforts. These included the
auto dealers association; independent insurance agents; law enforcement personnel;
teachers, advisors, club members, and school system administrators; and various
other hospital and health department contacts.

Selection of Theme
The concentrated site used two separate themes for different stages of the

program. When activities were officially initiated at the regional kickoff meeting in
June of 1991, the concentrated site theme was identical to the statewide theme of
"SEAT BELTS AIR BAGS Use All You've Got." Numerous promotions centered
around this theme and are described later in this section.

In the spring of 1992, data collection showed that the increase in the driver
shoulder belt use rate for the concentrated site had increased only a few percentage
points over baseline. It was decided that an intensive campaign would be instituted
over the summer months to try to elevate the belt use to 70 percent by Labor Day.
The campaign used the theme: 10,000 people will be in crashes in New Hanover
County this year. Seat Belts Air Bags Use All You've Got. Besides the TIPP
program and the health department, members of the local promoting coali tion
included law enforcement (local police departments, the sheriff's department, and
the State Highway Patrol in New Hanover County), two radio stations (B100 and
WGNI), a representative from the schools, the independent insurance agents, and
the auto dealers' association.

The key concept was to generate 10,000 small prizes for handouts to buckled up
drivers and passengers at law enforcement checkpoints. The small prizes included
discount coupons, key chains, magnets, T-shirts, sunglasses, frisbees, squeeze water
bottles, cloth tote bags, snack sealers, whistles, and others. Also printed for the
checkpoints was a brochure explaining the concept (shown in Appendix E) and
postcards that buckled up motorists could mail back for monthly and grand prize
drawings. Figure 3.1 shows the artwork for this concept displayed on the postcard
for entry in monthly drawings. Other materials included hang tags for auto dealers
and posters for independent insurance agents.

This activity had an official kickoff on May 11, 1992. During the rest of the
summer, the police and sheriff's department SAFE Squad actively conducted seat
belt checkpoints, while radio and television stations helped to promote the concept.
Monthly drawings, in which prizes such as free car washes and waxes and oil
changes were given away, were good media promotions. Another media event was
a concluding press conference shortly after Labor Day to summarize the results of
the campaign and to award a $500 grand prize donated by a local auto dealer.
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PRIZE DRAWING
1616 Shipyard Blvd.
Suite 10,000
Wilmington, N.C. 28412

I was wearing my seat belt.
Enter my name in your drawing
for prizes.

Name

local Address

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Monthly Drawings
for Prizes
in May, June,

July and August

$500 CASH
Grand Prize

courtesy of
Bob King Auto Mall

in September

phone NumbersOay - - Evening
Cards must be in by September 11, 1992

for the grand prize drawing.

New Hanover County Seat BeltCoalition

Figure 3.1 Seat Belt Prize Drawing Postcard
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PROGRAM KICKOFFS

The initial program for the concentrated site and regional media market was
kicked off on June 20, 1991 and followed the format of a workshop and news
conference described in Section II. "SEAT BELTS AIR BAGS Use All You've Got"
was the designated theme.

The kickoff and news conference for the "10,000 people in crashes" summer
activity was held on May II, 1992 at the New Hanover Regional Medical Center
helipad, in front of the entrance to the emergency room. All law enforcement
agencies in the county, along with representatives from the health department, the
medical center, auto dealers' association, key radio stations, school system, county
government, and independent insurance group participated. The news conference
was immediately followed by law enforcement agencies giving prizes to belted
motorists at seat belt checkpoints around the county.

Besides these "10,000 people in crashes" events, local coordinators hand
delivered hang tags promoting automatic restraints to all area auto dealerships. The
artwork for five billboards was prepared, and billboard space was donated by Naegele
Outdoor Advertising for use over the summer. One of the billboards was in place
for the kickoff (Figure 3.2). A banner similiar to the billboard was produced and
then made available to participating agencies throughout the summer.

Media coverage of both kickoffs was excellent. A full explanation is provided in
the following section of text.

PUBLIC AWARENESS ACTIVITIES

Generation of Hard News
Techniques used to generate hard news coverage in the statewide program also

were employed in the concentrated site campaign. HSRC and Wilmington project
staff used media advisories, follow-up contacts and news releases to alert area media
of upcoming events. Appendix E contains samples of these materials.

News conferences kicked off both the overall program in June, 1990 and the
intensified summer campaign in May 1991. All media organizations in New
Hanover County received copies of the releases via fax or courier before each news
conference. The summer campaign release explained the incentive program, listed
the sponsoring agencies and businesses and provided current county seat- belt­
wearing rates.

The incentive campaign's next attempt at hard news coverage came three
months later with a second news release. This release focused on pickup truck and
utility vehicle drivers. The lead sentence read as follows, "Drivers of pickup trucks,
full-sized vans and utility vehicles are hindering the efforts of a New Hanover
County safety program."
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Figure 3.2 Program Billboard

The release went on to say that since the incentive program started, area drivers
of cars and mini vans were buckling more often. Pickup driver use rates, however,
had increased only a little. These lower belt use rates were hindering the program in
reaching its overall goals. The release also included quotes from health department
and law enforcement officials saying how they planned to convince more pickup
and utility vehicle drivers to buckle up.

An advisory telling of the incentive program's last news conference represented
the project's final hard news communication. At this news conference, increases in
the county's seat belt wearing rates were reported, the program's grand prize winner
was introduced, and the incentive program came to a close. As usual, the advisory
relayed the location and time information and indicated who would speak. It also
hinted at the improvement in the county's belt use, told the media there would be a
grand prize ceremony, and provided a final listing of the sponsoring agencies and
businesses.
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Media Support and Reaction. The incentive program's efforts at gaining hard
news coverage were, for the most part, successful. The electronic media -- TV and
radio -- covered all events. Television and radio stations attended both news
conferences and ran stories relating to the pickup drivers news release. This
coverage was in addition to the seat belt public service advertising and special
programming that appeared on both mediums.

Newspaper interest in the program seemed to wane after the kickoff news
conference for the summer campaign. The county's largest newspaper, based in
Wilmington, and some of the smaller papers, based in other towns, attended the
kickoff news conference and covered it well. A story and photos of the seat belt
check points appeared in the Wilmington and other papers the next day. From that
point, the campaign generated no significant newspaper coverage.

No real explanation for this difference in coverage was identified. All media
outlets received the same advisories and news releases at the same time. The
program coordinators were determined to show no favoritism toward any medium
or any single media outlet. It is possible that the topic of seat belts became viewed as
old news by the Wilmington print media. The incentive program also coincided
with the 1992 national and state political campaigns. Perhaps political news required
a larger-than-normal portion of the papers' news space and seat belt news could not
be included.

Public Service Advertising.
Both of the two main phases of the concentrated site activity were able to

generate considerable public service advertising (PSAs). Although official counts
are not available, it was felt that local television channels frequently aired the three
PSAs developed by the project (described in Chapter II). Vince and Larry PSAs
provided by NHTSA were also used, along with promotions associated with the
Summertime Blues campaign. One of the local television developed a series of seat
belt PSAs using community leaders.

Radio PSAs also were used extensively. The TIPP Program, the Health
Department, the Wilmington Police Department and the New Hanover County
Sheriff's Department were able to arrange for their own seat belt promotional
messages. A country radio station, WWQQ, developed a series of PSAs targeted to
pickup truck drivers. The same station later had a special "seat belt day" to aid with
the promotion of the "10,000 people in crashes" campaign.

Radio stations B100 and WGNI were prime participants in the "10,000 people in
crashes" campaign and aired a variety of PSAs. WGNI worked with two sets of
generic seat belt PSAs--one developed by HSRC and the other by NHTSA and
provided by the TIPP Program.
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PROGRAM ACTIVITIES

Several groups were active in promoting automatics throughout the project.
These groups and a sampling of their functions are described below.

TIPP Program and New Hanover County Health Department
The TIPP program and the health department were the two sponsoring agencies

that shared the community grant. Together they planned and conducted both the
initial kickoff workshop and news conference and the kickoff of the intensified
campaign. Seat belt promotional activities conducted by these agencies included:

• program exposure on "Health Visions," a hospital-based local
television show

• production of radio and television PSAs

• selection and purchase of incentive prizes imprinted with program
slogan and logo

• original contact for Ninja Turtle activity

• Child Passenger Safety Week display at local mall

• 70%+ award promotions

• local Saved-by-the-Belt/Air Bag awards

• incentive activities with high schools

• planning and arranging for initial billboards with project
slogan and logo

• initial contacts with auto dealers' association

• arranged initial seat belt checkpoints with Wilmington police

• local health fairs at malls and other displays

• promotion of NHTSA Summertime Blues campaign

• obtained prizes from auto dealers for monthly and grand prize
drawings

• planned and obtained "10,000 People in Crashes" banner
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Law Enforcement
All area police agencies participated in the intensified summer campaign. This

included the police departments of Wilmington, Carolina Beach, Kure Beach, and
Wrightsville Beach; the police of the Wilmington campus of the University of
North Carolina; the New Hanover County Sheriff's Department; and the NC State
Highway Patrol. The Wilmington police and the sheriff's department took the lead
roles in the enforcement agencies' participation in the project. The most visible and
constant activity was the seat belt checks, in which small prizes were given to
motorists who were belted. Other law enforcement agency activities included the
production of radio and television PSA's, participant at all program news
conferences and seat belt presentations at local school classrooms.

Wilmington Area New Car Dealers Association
This association, which represents all new car dealerships in the Wilmington

area, agreed to take an active part in the program. Local dealerships provided cars for
demonstration of automatic belt systems at the initial kickoff and participated in the
summer campaign kickoff. The dealerships were provided brochures, hats, and
T-shirts during the initial phase. As part of the summer campaign, dealerships were
provided hang tags for use in their showroom and sales lot vehicles. Some
dealerships provided prizes for monthly drawings and one dealership provided the
$500 grand prize.

Independent Insurance Agents of North Carolina
The area chapter of the independent agents group that sponsored a statewide

campaign took an active role in the Wilmington campaign. Posters were displayed
in local offices and promotion materials distributed in customer policy mailings.
Agents made presentations to civic dubs and driver education classes and
participated in all program news conferences. Several area agents joined the seat belt
caravan that was conducted as part of the Summertime Blues promotion.
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IV. RESULTS

STATEWIDE PROGRAM

Research Method
To obtain data on the use of restraints in cars equipped with automatic restraints

(lap/shoulder belts and/or air bags), supplemental data were collected in the spring
and fall of 1991 and 1992 as part of an ongoing statewide belt use survey for North
Carolina. Observers were sent to signal- or stop-controlled intersections scattered
across the state, both in rural and urban locations. The requirement for signal- or
stop-controlled intersections was made to enable the data collectors to correctly
ascertain lap-belt use -- an essential ingredient of this particular survey.

Starting with model year 1986, passenger cars have been required to have center,
high-mounted rear brake lights. And starting with the 1987 model vehicles, as
noted earlier, some of the new cars were also required to have passive restraints -­
either automatic seat belts or air bags. Thus, the observers focused on cars with
center, high-mounted brake lights. Only VW Rabbits were excepted, because a
portion of their vehicles have been equipped with automatic belts since model year
1975. Since only 10 percent of the 1987 model year cars were required to have
automatic restraints, 25 percent of the 1988 models and 40 percent of the 1989
models, the data collectors were trained to recognize the various makes and models
likely to be equipped with automatic restraints by visiting automobile dealer
showrooms and studying the available literature. However, the data were not
restricted only to automatic seat belt or air bag vehicles, as information was needed
for new model vehicles equipped only with manual belts, which would serve as
baseline data.

Observers collected data at 36 locations scattered across the State with each
program area having six sites. Within each program area or media market, the sites
were selected to represent both urban and rural areas and also major and minor
roads.

The data collectors worked in pairs at these various controlled intersections. One
observer recorded age (under 25, 25-54, 55 and older), sex, and race (white, nonwhite)
of the driver; belt type (e.g., motorized automatic shoulder belt vs. manual 3-point
system); and usage of the shoulder belt and of the lap belt. In addition, this observer
recorded misuse of the shoulder belt, i.e., the belt unhooked from the mounting
position, excessive slack, or the belt placed under the arm of the driver.

The second observer, positioned toward the rear of the vehicle, first determined
that there was a center, high-mounted brake light present or else that the vehicle
was a VW Rabbit (and, hence, an eligible vehicle), recorded the license plate number
for cars with North Carolina license plates and provided a description of the car,
namely, the make and model as well as body style (e.g., two-door vs. four-door vs.

41



station wagon). The description of the vehicle was necessary to confirm the
subsequent match with the North Carolina vehicle registration data, since, when
there is a vehicle transfer, the license plate stays with the owner. Thus, there is a
period of time after this transfer when the old plate is on the new vehicle but the
registration file information has not yet been updated. To guarantee that the
observed license plate corresponds to the vehicle data on the registration file, this
additional description of the car was required.

To determine the type of restraint system installed in the vehicle, it was
necessary to obtain the vehicle identification number (VIN) from the North
Carolina registration file. Thus, each of the observed license plate numbers was
checked against the vehicle registration file. If the description of the observed
vehicle agreed with that in the registration file, then the VIN from the file was
recorded for that vehicle. Otherwise, it was necessary to exclude that vehicle from
the study.

Using VINDICATOR, the VIN-decoding software package developed by the
Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS), the sample VINs were decoded to
obtain restraint type. The resulting levels of restraint type provided by this program
are manual 3-point belts, air bags, or automatic seat belts. Data on belt use for a total
of 11,125 cars were collected during these four sampling periods.

As with the DOT 19-city study, there was particular interest in the types of
automatic seat belts -- the motorized 2-point belts with manual lap belts, the non­
motorized shoulder belt only, and the non-motorized 3-point (i.e., automatic
shoulder/ automatic lap combination) belt. In order to provide this level of detail
on the specific restraint system type for each vehicle, the make/model and model
year information from the VINDICATOR program was used, along with detailed
documentation on specific types of automatic belt system that is provided annually
by NHTSA, IIHS, and also Geico Automobile Insurance Company.

Automatic Restraint Survey Results
The distribution of the study sample of 11,125 passenger cars is shown in Table

4.1 by restraint-type system. As there were only 26 cars with non-motorized
shoulder belts and 201 cars with non-motorized shoulder belts plus manual lap belts
in the overall sample of 11,125 passenger cars, for ease of presentation they are
shown only in Table 4.1. Also note that often the lap belt usage rates are slightly
higher than those for shoulder belts. This is the case for 3-point systems where the
lap belt is in place but the shoulder belt is behind the back.

The majority (59.8 percent) of the sampled vehicles had automatic seat belts, 28.2
percent had air bags with manual 3-point belts and the remaining 12.0 percent had
manual 3-point belts. The column identified as "Shoulder Belted %" represents
drivers whose shoulder belts were in use. The final column labeled "Lap Belt Usage
%" indicates that the lap belt was being used.
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Table 4.1 Percentage of shoulder belted and percentage of
full system usage by restraint type.

Shoulder Lap Belt
Restraint Type Total Belted % Usage %

Automatic Belt 6653 79.3 61.5

Motorized:
Auto S/Manual L 1918 92.8 35.1

N on-Motorized
Auto S 227* 81.1 31.3**
Auto S/Auto L 4508 73.4 74.3

Air Bag 3136 72.2 73.2

Manual 3-Point Belt 1336 66.0 66.5

Overall 11,125 75.7 65.4

*227 = 26 (Auto S) + 201 (Auto S/Manual L)

**26 without lap belts

The main points shown by Table 4.1, which are consistent with an earlier survey
described by Reinfurt, St. Cyr and Hunter (1991), are that lap belts are still
infrequently buckled (35.1 percent) in cars with motorized shoulder belts and that 3­
point manual belts are being used at least as often in air bag cars (73.2 percent) as in
recent model cars without automatic restraints (66.5 percent).

Table 4.2 presents the results of the statewide surveys by time periods, excluding
the non-motorized systems with only the shoulder belt mounted to the door
because of small sample sizes. Note the generally upward trend across time (except
for the fall 1992 data) in both areas mentioned with regard to Table 4.1. Manual lap
belt usage in cars with motorized shoulder belts rose from 33.8 percent in early 1991
to a high of 37.7 percent a year later. Likewise 3-point manual belt usage in air bag
cars went from 66.0 percent in the spring of 1991 to a high of 74.8 percent a year later.
This is particularly encouraging in that the latter survey would contain a greater
number of less expensive cars with air bags. It was anticipated from other studies
that manual belt usage might be expected to be somewhat lower in less expensive
vehicles.

As the data collectors recorded information on age, gender and race of driver, it
was of interest to examine overall differences as well as possible shifts in lap belt
usage rates over time. Table 4.3 provides data on driver age. As can be seen,
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Table 4.2 Percent lap belt usage by restraint type and time period.

Pre-Program
Spring 1991

Program Post-Program
Fa111991 Spring 1992 Fall 1992

Lap Belt Lap Belt Lap Belt Lap Belt
Restraint Usage Usage Usage Usage

Type Total % Total % Total % Total %

Automatic Belt 1537 64.1 1615 62.4 1698 62.8 1576 61.1

Motorized
Auto S/Manual L 405 33.8 499 35.7 539 37.7 475 32.6

Non-Motorized
Auto SIAuto L 1132 75.0 1116 74.4 1159 74.4 1101 73.4

Air Bag 350 66.0 636 70.0 1001 74.8 1149 75.2

Manual 466 63.3 298 67.1 297 70.7 275 66.5

Overall 2353 64.3 2549 65.0 2996 67.9 3000 67.2

Table 4.3 Lap belt use by restraint type and age of driver.

Lap Belt Use %
Pre- Program Program Post-Program

Restraint Driver Spring Fall Spring Fall
Type Age Overall 1991 1991 1992 1992

Automatic Belt

Motorized <25 27 28 27 29 25
Auto S/Manual L 25-54 37 35 39 38 34

>54 39 37 34 47 37

Non-Motorized <25 60 62 62 59 59
Auto SIAuto L 25-54 75 77 73 76 74

>54 79 77 81 77 80

Air Bag <25 53 36 48 51 61
25-54 75 72 72 76 78

>54 76 65 73 78 79

Overall <25 48 46 48 44 51
25-54 67 65 65 68 68

>54 73 68 72 74 75
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regardless of restraint type or time period, the younger drivers fared worst in "Using
All You've Got" -- that is, their wearing rates were consistently lower than either of
the other two groups -- often by 10 to 15 percentage points or more. On the other
hand, the younger drivers have shown a steady increase in the use of belts in air-bag'
equipped vehicles, going from 36 to 61 percent belt use over the two-year period.

Of particular interest is the trend for somewhat improved usage rates of manual
belts in air bag cars across time for all three age groups. Although not as consistent,
there is some suggestion of an increase in drivers using their manual lap belt in cars
with motorized shoulder belts during the demonstration project period (i.e. Fall
1991 and Spring 1992).

Lap belt usage rates by driver gender are shown in Table 4.4. Overall usage of
belts in automatic restraint cars is consistently higher for female drivers than for
male drivers by several percentage points. However, this difference is not nearly as
sizable as that seen in North Carolina's statewide survey of all vehicles covered by
the belt law. There belt usage is generally higher for females by at least 10 percentage
points.

Again, a trend of increasing use of belts in air bag cars is seen for both male and
female drivers. Likewise there is a similar positive trend for lap belt use in cars with
motorized shoulder belts. However, here surprisingly the rates are slightly higher
for the male drivers except for the final post-program survey.

Table 4.4 Lap belt use by restraint type and driver gender.

Lap Belt Use %
Pre- Program Program Post- Program

Restraint Driver Spring Fall Spring Fall
Type Gender Overall 1991 1991 1992 1992

Automatic Belt
Motorized Male 35 35 38 39 27
Auto SIManual L Female 35 33 35 37 36

Non-Motorized Male 72 74 72 70 71
Auto SIAuto L Female 76 76 76 77 75

Air Bag Male 71 60 68 74 74
Female 75 72 72 76 78

Overall Male 65 61 63 66 66
Female 67 64 65 67 68
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Belt usage by driver race has been an interesting area in North Carolina since
before the seat belt law went into effect in October 1985. Just prior to that time, belt
usage for white drivers was 25 percent statewide vs 15 percent for nonwhite drivers.
During the IS-month warning ticket phase, the gap narrowed to only a few
percentage points difference. Since the $25 citation phase went into effect in January
1987, wearing rates for nonwhite drivers have consistently been several percentage
points higher than for their white counterparts.

In these surveys of newer model cars with automatic belts, lap belt usage overall
is consistently and considerably higher for the white drivers (see Table 4.5). This is
especially true for use of the manual lap belt in cars with motorized automatic
shoulder belts. For the non-motorized auto S/ auto L vehicles, the rates across race
are quite similar while manual belt usage in cars with air bags is generally
somewhat higher for nonwhite drivers. The reader should be aware that there were
fewer (224) nonwhite drivers in air bag cars than white drivers (2912).

Table 4. 5 Lap belt use by restraint type and driver race.

Full System Use %
Pre- Program Program Post-Program

Restraint Driver Spring Fall Spring Fall
Type Race Overall 1991 1991 1992 1992

Automatic Belt
Motorized White 38 36 36 41 35

Auto S/Manual L Nonwhite 22 20 31 16 20

Non-Motorized White 75 75 75 74 75
Auto SIAuto L Nonwhite 72 76 73 76 64

Air Bag White 73 64 70 75 76
Nonwhite 77 85 75 77 75

Overall White 67 64 65 68 69
Nonwhite 58 57 58 57 55

46



As has been noted earlier, this statewide demonstration program has been
organized around the six media markets covering North Carolina. Thus it was of
interest to examine the following questions:

Are there differences in lap belt usage rates among the regions? Overall?
Within restraint types?

Are there upward (or downward) trends in usage over time? Overall?
Within types?

With respect to the first area, there are slight but consistent differences overall
among regions (see Table 4.6). Lap belt usage rates are consistently higher in the
more urban regions, namely, Southwest Piedmont (Charlotte), Central Piedmont
(Greensboro, Winston Salem) and Eastern Piedmont (Raleigh, Durham). Similar
results have been seen across the years with respect to the statewide survey of belt
use in all vehicles covered by the law. There the usage rates have consistently been
higher in the Piedmont area than either the Coastal or the Mountain areas.

With respect to trends in usage in time across media markets, the only obvious
case is the increasing usage trend of manual 3-point belts in air bag-equipped cars.
Otherwise overall usage rates and lap belt usage in the automatic restraint cars are
reasonably constant over the two year time period.

Statewide Restraint Survey
North Carolina has been monitoring belt usage by front seat occupants of

vehicles covered by the law (i.e., cars, pickups, utility vehicles) since just prior to
implementation of the law in October 1985. This has involved observing motorists
at 72 sites distributed across North Carolina according to a probability sampling plan.

Overall belt usage rose from 25 percent in the baseline period to around 43-45
percent during the warning ticket phase (October 1985-December 1986) reaching a
high of 78 percent in January 1987, the beginning of the $25 citation phase. Since
that time, belt use has remained fairly level at around 60 percent.

Over the period, belt use has consistently been lowest in the mountain region
(highest in the Piedmont), in rural areas, for pickups and vans, during non­
commuting hours, for males, and, since the citation phase, consistently slightly
lower for white drivers and front seat passengers.

During this demonstration program, statewide surveys were carried out in the
spring 1991 (26,084 vehicles), fall 1991 (29,396 vehicles), spring 1992 (30,855) and fall
1992 (30,281 vehicles). Statewide belt usage rates as well as by region, vehicle type
and gender and race of driver are given in Table 4.7. Note the modest increase in
overall usage rates over the period from 60.5 percent to 63.9 percent.
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Table 4.6 Percent full system usage by restraint type, and time period within program area

Lap Belt Usage %

Western Mountains Southwest Piedmont Central Piedmont

Restraint Type Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall ISpring Fall Spring Fall
'91 '91 '92 '92 '91 '91 '92 '92 '91 '91 '92 '92

Automatic Belt
Motorized

Auto S/Manual L 40 40 37 32 1 35 42 37 43 1 27 37 45 32

Non-Motorized
Auto SIAuto L 73 69 67 71 78 74 76 74 80 81 81 82

Air Bag 60 55 74 73 70 71 74 70 68 79 82 82

",.

Overall 62 1 65 1 74 75 7200 59 62 64 65 66 65 68

Eastern Piedmont Southeast Coastal Plains

Restraint Type Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall ISpring Fall Spring Fall
'91 '91 '92 '92 '91 '91 '92 '92 '91 '91 '92 '92

Automatic Belt
Motorized

Auto S/Manual L 42 38 43 32 1 21 30 27 31 1 31 27 37 24

Non-Motorized
Auto SI Auto L 79 78 81 76 64 68 68 67 76 74 75 73

Air Bag 69 78 79 82 62 64 71 76 63 66 69 71

Overall 65 67 71 69 I 55 57 62 641 63 60 65 62



Table 4.7 Driver belt usage rates in North Carolina

Driver Belt Usage Percent

Pre- Program Program Post-Program

Spring 1991 Fall 1991 Spring 1992 Fall 1992

Overall 60.5 62.3 62.7 63.9

Region
Mountains 48.5 53.0 50.1 50.6
Piedmont 63.3 64.9 66.0 67.5
Coast 59.3 56.4 60.1 61.6

Vehicle Type
Car 62.7 64.9 65.8 66.8
Van 37.2 35.4 37.8 35.8
Pickup 40.0 40.3 39.5 41.1

Driver Gender
Male 51.7 52.5 52.3 53.4
Female 65.5 68.1 69.1 70.2

Driver Race
White 56.8 58.6 58.6 59.5
Nonwhite 61.4 59.2 63.1 65.1
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Also of interest are the overall belt usage rates by program area for the four time
periods. Table 4.8 shows the consistently higher usage rates in the more urban
program areas, namely Southwest Piedmont (Charlotte), Central Piedmont
(Winston-Salem, Greensboro) and Eastern Piedmont (Raleigh, Durham). Here, if
there is a trend, it is for slightly increasing usage rates over time for the three more
urban areas.

Table 4.8 Driver belt usage rates by program area

Driver Belt Usage Percent

Pre- Program Program Post-Program

Region Spring Fall Spring Fall
1991 1991 1992 1992

Western Mountains (Asheville) 47 51 49 48

Southwest Piedmont (Charlotte) 61 63 63 66

Central Piedmont (Winston-Salem,
Greensboro) 63 67 69 69

Eastern Piedmont (Raleigh,
Durham) 66 67 68 71

Southeast (Wilmington) 50 40 51 50

Coastal Plains (Greenville,
Jacksonville) 58 55 56 58
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CONCENTRATED PROGRAM

Research Method
To obtain belt use data for the concentrated site, HSRC used a method employed

in other recent community projects. Driver shoulder belt use data were collected
throughout the project at 12 intersections selected to represent New Hanover
County. The data were obtained for all passenger motor vehicles equipped with
shoulder belts. The data were coded separately for passenger cars and minivans
(hereafter referred to as "passenger vehicles") and for pickup trucks, vans, and
utility vehicles (hereafter referred to as "pickups"). Race and sex of the driver were
collected in addition to belt use because these variables have been linked with
differences in belt use in prior studies.

Because the concentrated site (New Hanover County) was located about 2 1/2
hours from HSRC, we elected to have the TIPP Program hire data collectors who
were trained by HSRC. Local groups collected all but the first set of baseline
observations, which were done by HSRC staff. The second set of baseline
observations were done by a Wilmington area emergency medical service provider,
whose volunteers were trained by HSRC staff. This EMS group also obtained the
third set of data, collected one week after the initial kickoff. After this time, the EMS
group was unable to fulfill its obligation. Two more local groups were then trained,
but neither was able to follow through with actual data collection. The final group
was trained in January 1992 and collected the remaining 12 sets of observations
about every three weeks, starting in February 1992.

HSRC developed schedules to randomize the selected intersection locations by
peak versus off-peak period. About half the data were collected at peak traffic
periods. Approximately 5,000-6,000 observations were obtained during each data
collection period. About two-thirds were passenger vehicles. Data collectors worked
in pairs and spent 30 minutes at each intersection. It took about 1 1/2 days to cover
all 12 intersections, including travel time and the peak/off-peak scheduling.

Overall Restraint Survey

Results
Belt Use by Vehicle Type. The data are examined using descriptive analysis.

Figure 4.1 shows overall driver shoulder belt use changes before the program
started; during Phase I, which began with the initial kickoff and press conference;
and during Phase 2, which began with the kickoff for the "10,000 people in crashes"
incentive campaign. Plotted are belt use percents for pickups, passenger vehicles,
and all vehicles (passenger vehicles and pickups combined). An overall increase
across time is seen by vehicle type. The last data point was obtained about one week
after the final press conference.

The overall belt use in the before phase for all vehicles was 57.5 percent. The
peak value was 66.7 percent and was obtained during the last observation period.
The passenger vehicle and pickup belt use changes move in concert. Peak values
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were 71.2 percent for passenger vehicles and 54.3 percent for pickups, both occurring
during the last observation period.

For all vehicles, the belt use increased three percentage points immediately after
the Phase 2 kickoff, with continuing increase thereafter. However, this growth
appears to have started prior to the Phase 2 kickoff.

80 Before Phase 1 Phase 2

70

Cars & Mini-vans
Pickups, vans, etc.
All Vehicles•

..40

50

30

%
Belt
Use 60

May - June 1991 February - September 1992

Observational Survey Dates

Figure 4.1 Belt use for all vehicles

The effect of local seat belt citations on these belt use changes is not perfectly
clear, but it appears an effect could be present. Average seat belt citations per month
for the New Hanover County Sheriff's Department and Wilmington City Police are
shown below by phase:

Before Phase 1 Phase 2
June 1990- June 1991- May 1992-
May 1991 April 1992 Sept. 1992

Sheriff's Dept. 7.3 18.5 15.0

Wilmington Police 3.4 6.2 68.8

For the year before the initial kickoff, neither group was very active. Both showed
an increase in Phase 1. The Sheriff's Department activity dropped slightly in Phase
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2, while the Wilmington police had an enormous increase. The increase resulted
from an overtime enforcement grant made available by the North Carolina
Governor's Highway Safety Program. Although the police citations per month had
a large increase, local program coordinators indicate that little publicity about the
enforcement has been generated.

Belt Use by Sex of Driver. The belt use increase in the concentrated site was a
function of parallel increases for both male and female drivers (Figure 4.2). As is
generally the case, the female use rate was consistently higher than the male use
rate. The difference per observation period was around 15-20 percentage points.

The peak use rate was 60.3 percent for males and 75.2 percent for females. The
same pattern was present by vehicle type (Figures 4.3 and 4.4). The difference in belt
use by vehicle type was fairly dramatic. Examining Figures 4.3 and 4.4
simultaneously, the female use rate was about 5 to 10 percentage points higher in
passenger vehicles than pickup trucks per observation period. The male use rate
was about 15 percentage points higher in passenger vehicles. The peak female use
rates were 75.5 percent in passenger vehicles and 72.3 percent in pickups. The peak
male use rates were 66.2 percent in passenger vehicles and 51.5 percent in pickups.

Belt use increases are consistently seen after the start of Phase 2, except for female
drivers of pickups, where small samples produced considerable fluctuation in the
rates. As before, the increase appears to have started near the end of Phase 1.
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Figure 4.2 Belt use for all vehicles by sex of driver
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Figure 4.3 Belt use for passenger cars and mini-vans by sex of driver
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Figure 4.4 Belt use for pickup trucks, vans and utility vehicles by sex of driver
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Belt Use by Race of Driver. Belt use rates were consistently higher for white
drivers as compared to non-white drivers (Figure 4.5). However, a fairly wide
disparity in the before phase and near the beginning of Phase 1 tended to narrow at
various points in the program. The overall pattern of increase follows the previous
plots. The peak use rates were 67.6 percent for white drivers and 65.2 percent for
non-white drivers. Both occurred near the end of the program.

Figure 4.6 plots the belt use rate for passenger vehicles by driver race, and the
pattern is very similar to Figure 4.5. Peak use rates were 72.8 percent for white
drivers and 67.3 percent for non-white drivers.

Smaller samples lead to the fluctuations shown for pickups in Figure 4.7. Peak
use rates for these vehicles were 54.5 percent for white drivers and 56.3 percent for
non-white drivers. Interestingly, the non-white driver peak occurred just after the
beginning of Phase 2.
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Figure 4.5 Belt use for all vehicles by race of driver
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Figure 4.6 Belt use for passenger cars and mini-vans by race of driver
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Figure 4.7 Belt use for pickup trucks, vans, and utility vehicles by race of driver
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Belt Use by Race and Sex of Driver. The final plots pertain to driver race and sex,
and the pattern of belt use increase is similar to the earlier plots. The groups tend to
cluster by driver sex, where white female drivers have the highest belt use, followed
somewhat closely by non-white females. For all vehicles, the peak values for white
and non-white females were 75.8 and 74.9 percent, respectively, and occurred near
the end of Phase 2 (Figure 4.8).
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40 .. White Male
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Figure 4.8 Belt use for all vehicles by race and sex of driver

The male plots are similar but at a distinctly lower belt use level. For all
vehicles, peak belt use values were 61.2 percent for white males and 59.1 percent for
non-white males (Figure 4.8). The non-white male peak use rate occurred just after
the beginning of Phase 2. The same pattern is shown in the plots for passenger
vehicles (Figure 4.9) and pickups (Figure 4.10). Peak belt use values were:

Passenger Vehicles PickUps

White females
Non-white females
White males
Non-white males

76.4%
75.1%
68.7%
60.2%

72.7%
78.6%
51.6%
57.6%
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Figure 4.9 Belt use for passenger cars and mini-vans by race and sex of driver
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Figure 4.10. Belt use for pickup trucks, vans and utility vehicles. by race and sex of driver
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Summary. There is a clear pattern of increasing belt use across the project
phases, where peak values tend to occur near the end of data collection. For all
vehicles, the lowest belt use rate of 56.1 percent was the first before period measure,
and the largest rate of 66.8 percent was the last taken. The belt use increase starts
near the end of Phase 1 and accelerates slightly in Phase 2, when the incentive
campaign was in place. Increases in belt use occur for all types of vehicles and also
by driver sex and race. Female driver belt use rates are consistently and distinctly
higher than those for male drivers.

Automatic Restraint Survey

Method
To obtain automatics data for the concentrated site, HSRC hired and trained a

two-person team. The situation was similar to the regular belt use data, and HSRC
staff collected both before or baseline sets of observations in May and June of 1991.
Several local data collection teams were then trained to collect automatics data, but
none could fulfill their obligation. The final pair was trained in February 1992.
Thus, the data collected during the program phases started in March 1992 and ended
in October 1992. Ten sets of observations were obtained at about three-week
intervals over this time frame.

Six intersections were selected for the automatics data, and, similar to the regular
data, were spread over the county to represent both urban and rural conditions. The
method was identical to that used for the statewide automatics survey, except that
misuse data were not collected. The data were decoded using VINDICATOR into
the categories of manual belts (for comparison purposes), air bags, and automatic
belts. Further checking permitted identification of several kinds of automatic belts.
A total of 2,778 passenger cars were observed, 567 in the before period and 2,206
during the program phases.

Results
Belt Use by Restraint Type. Table 4.9 shows both shoulder and lap belt use by

restraint type. As before, the column identified as "Shoulder Belted %" represents
drivers whose shoulder belts were in use. The final column labeled "Lap Belted %"
indicates that the entire system (i.e., both lap and shoulder belt) was being used. The
overall use rates were higher than the regular shoulder belt use rates reported in the
previous section, but this is a function of the sample being restricted to 1986 and
later model year passenger cars. Use of belts in cars equipped with air bags exceeded
85 percent. Shoulder belt use in cars equipped with motorized belts (Auto
51Manual L) exceeded 93 percent, but the manual lap belt use was only 56.2 percent
for these systems. Belt use for the non-motorized automatic systems (Auto 51Auto
L) exceeded 80 percent. There were only five cases of vehicles with automatic
shoulder belts (Auto 5) only. For ease in presentation of results, these vehicles will
be deleted from subsequent tables.
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Table 4.9. Percentage of shoulder belted and lap belted by restraint type

Shoulder Lap
Restraint Type Total Belted% Belted %

Automatic Belt 1238 87.4 69.2

Motorized:
Auto SIManual L 619 93.2 56.2

Non-Motorized:
Auto 5 5 100.0 40.0
Auto 51Auto L 614 81.6 82.4

Air Bag 531 85.7 86.3

Manual 3-Point Belt 1009 73.4 74.9

Overall 2778 82.0 74.5

Table 4.10 shows lap belt use by restraint type before and during the program
phases. Because of small samples, the Phase 1 and Phase 2 data are combined.
Manual lap belt use in the motorized shoulder belt systems increased from 46.3
percent in the before period to 58.0 percent during the program. Increases were also
present for all other systems.

Table 4.10. Percent lap belt usage by restraint type and time period

Baseline During Program
Lap Lap

Restraint Type Total Belted % Total Belted %

Motorized:
Auto SIManual L 95 46.3 524 58.0

Non-Motorized:
Auto 51Auto L 126 77.8 488 83.6

Air Bag 76 78.9 455 87.5

Manual 3-Point Belt 270 70.7 739 76.5

Overall 567 69.3 2206 75.9
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Belt Use by Age of Driver. Age data were collected in three categories,
representing young, middle-aged, and older drivers. Table 4.11 shows that lap belt
use tended to increase with age of driver for the four restraint types shown. In
addition, lap belt use increased from before to during the program for almost all age
groups. Sizable increases are shown for young drivers of cars with motorized
shoulder belts and air bags, coupled with a sizable decrease in cars with manual
3-point belts. Some of the fluctuation in the table is related to small samples.

Table 4.11. Lap belt use by restraint type and age of driver.

Lap Belt %
Driver During

Restraint Type Age Overall Baseline Program

Motorized: < 25 44.4 31.8 64.3
Auto SIManual L 25-54 56.3 41.8 57.8

>54 73.9 77.8 60.0

Non-Motorized: < 25 77.3 72.7 81.8
Auto SIAuto L 25-54 83.0 75.7 84.2

>54 78.6 82.9 66.7

< 25 69.2 60.0 100.0
Air Bag 25-54 86.7 81.8 87.2

>54 86.7 81.8 100.0

< 25 60.5 71.4 48.7
Manual 3-Point 25-54 75.7 69.4 77.5

>54 81.9 76.2 90.0

< 25 59.9 60.0 59.7
Overall 25-54 75.0 68.0 76.3

>54 80.7 79.7 82.8

Belt use by Sex of Driver. Table 4.12 shows that lap belt use by female drivers
consistently exceeded that by males. The lone exception is for air bag cars in the
baseline period. Manual lap belt use by female drivers using motorized shoulder
belt systems was 20 percentage points higher than for males in the before period, but
the gap was much narrower during the program. Lap belt use by female drivers in
air bag cars also increased substantially during the program, from 74.4 to 89.4
percent. For all systems combined, the increase from before to during the program
was about equal for male and female drivers.
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Table 4.12. Lap belt use by restraint type and sex of driver

Lap Belt %
Driver During

Restraint Type Sex Overall Baseline Program

Motorized:
Auto 5/Manual L Male 51.2 34.2 55.0

Female 58.7 54.4 59.4
Non-Motorized:

Auto SIAuto L Male 77.6 76.7 78.0
Female 85.1 78.8 86.3

Air Bag Male 84.7 83.8 84.9
Female 87.4 74.4 89.4

Manual 3-Point Male 68.3 63.5 70.3
Female 78.9 76.1 79.8

Overall Male 70.5 65.2 72.2
Female 77.0 72.6 78.0

Belt Use by Race of Driver. For all restraint types combined, lap belt use by white
drivers was higher than for non-white drivers during both baseline and program
phases (Table 4.13). There are only a few exceptions to this pattern. Sizeable lap belt
increases for non-white drivers during the program can be seen for motorized
shoulder belt, air bag and the manual 3-point systems. The reader should note that
overall there were fewer (301) non-white drivers than white drivers (2,472). White
drivers also had a sizeable lap belt increase in cars with motorized shoulder belts.

Table 4.13. Lap belt use by restraint type and race of driver

Lap Belt %
Driver During

Restraint Type Race Overall Baseline Program

Motorized:
Auto 5I Manual L White 58.0 47.8 60.0

Non-White 40.3 0.0 42.4
Non-Motorized:

Auto 51Auto L White 82.9 77.5 84.3
Non-White 78.1 BO.O 77.6

Air Bag White 86.1 79.7 87.2
Non-White 88.6 SO.O 90.9

Manual 3-Point White 77.1 75.0 77.9
Non-White 61.4 44.7 67.6

Overall White 75.9 71.3 77.1
Non-White 63.8 51.7 66.7
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Belt Use by Age and Sex of Driver. Table 4.14 contains data by age and sex of
driver and tends to reiterate the patterns seen earlier -- namely, higher lap belt use
for older drivers and female drivers. Manual lap belt use by both young males and
females increased substantially during the program in cars with motorized shoulder
belt systems and air bag cars. However, lap belt use declined in cars with manual
3-point systems for these same drivers. The reader should be aware that cells in the
table are based on small samples.

Table 4.14. Lap belt use by restraint type and age and sex of driver.

Lap Belt %
Driver During

Restraint Type Age & Sex Overall Baseline Program

Motorized:
Auto SI Manual L Young Male 26.7 20.0 40.0

Young Female 57.1 41.7 77.8
Mid Male 51.6 27.3 55.0
Mid Female 58.5 51.5 59.1
Old Male 80.0 83.3 75.0
Old Female 69.2 75.0 0.0

Non-Motorized:
Auto SIAuto L Young Male 80.0 100.0 66.7

Young Female 76.5 66.7 87.5
Mid Male 77.5 69.7 79.2
Mid Female 85.9 80.5 86.6
Old Male 78.1 84.0 57.1
Old Female 79.2 81.3 75.0

Air Bag Young Male 66.7 50.0 100.0
Young Female 70.0 62.5 100.0
Mid Male 85.3 93.3 84.7
Mid Female 87.7 75.9 89.0
Old Male 81.8 80.0 100.0
Old Female 100.0 100.0 100.0

Manual 3-Point Young Male 65.5 72.2 54.5
Young Female 57.7 70.8 46.4
Mid Male 68.0 63.5 69.4
Mid Female 79.9 73.2 81.6
Old Male 71.7 56.5 87.0
Old Female 100.0 100.0 100.0

Overall Young Male 55.8 56.3 55.0
Young Female 62.0 62.3 61.7
Mid Male 70.6 62.5 72.2
Mid Female 77.5 71.6 78.4
Old Male 76.4 74.3 80.6
Old Female 87.3 87.8 86.4
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Belt Use by Race and Sex of Driver. Table 4.15 pertains to lap belt use by race and
sex of driver. For motorized shoulder belt systems, all groups but white female
drivers had substantial increases in lap belt use during the program. The increases
in air bag cars were attributable to both white and non-white female drivers. The
non-white increases noted earlier for manual 3-point system were attributable to
both male and female drivers. For all systems combined, all groups showed
increases during the program, with the largest gains belonging to non-white female
drivers.

Table 4.15. Lap belt use by restraint type and race and sex of driver.

Lap Belt %
Driver During

Restraint Type Age & Sex Overall Baseline Program

Motorized:
Auto SIManual L White Male 53.0 35.1 57.6

White Female 60.4 56.4 61.1
Non-White Male 38.5 0.0 40.0
Non-White Female 41.7 0.0 44.1

Non-Motorized:
Auto 51Auto L White Male 78.4 77.8 78.7

White Female 85.5 77.2 87.2
Non-White Male 66.7 66.7 66.7
Non-White Female 81.6 88.9 80.0

Air Bag White Male 84.3 83.3 84.4
White Female 87.5 76.3 89.3
Non-White Male 92.3 100.0 91.7
Non-White Female 86.4 0.0 90.5

Manual 3-Point White Male 71.1 68.1 72.4
White Female 80.6 79.7 80.9
Non-White Male 51.8 42.9 57.1
Non-White Female 67.9 47.1 73.1

Overall White Male 72.3 67.4 73.8
White Female 78.1 74.3 78.9
Non-White Male 55.5 48.3 58.0
Non-White Female 68.6 55.2 71.0

Summary. Automatic belt use in this sample of newer cars was higher than for
the regular shoulder belt data reported previously. Gains in belt use were seen for
all restraint types during the program. Belt use increased along with the age of the
driver. Belt use for female drivers was consistently higher than for males with the
sole exception being air bag cars in the baseline period. Male drivers substantially
increased manual lap belt use in cars with motorized shoulder belts during the
program. Belt use tended to be higher for white drivers, but non-white drivers had
gains for cars with motorized shoulder belts, air bags, and manual 3-point systems.
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v. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The findings of this project indicate that there are benefits in conducting public
awareness programs that address the correct use of automatic restraint systems. The
benefits may be realized both in increased correct use of these systems, as well as
enhanced exposure for general seat belt messages which may lead to increased
overall belt use.

The data from the four statewide surveys of automatic restraint use collected for
this project provide a snapshot of the belt-wearing habits of motorists in late model
vehicles. Overall, drivers of cars with motorized automatic shoulder belts had the
highest shoulder belt use (92.8 percent) but low lap belt use (35.1 percent). Systems
with non-motorized automatic shoulder and lap belts were used somewhat more
often than the manual 3-point belt systems (74.3 percent vs 66.5 percent). Manual 3­
point belts were used slightly more often in air bag cars (73.2 percent) than in recent
model cars without automatic restraints (66.5 percent).

During the course of the project, statewide lap belt use in the vehicles with
motorized shoulder belts increased slightly from 33.8 percent in the initial survey to
a high of 37.7 percent during the program period. This means that for every 100
persons observed lap-belted in the before period, 112 were so observed during the
program. Manual 3-point belt use in air-bag-equipped vehicles went from 66.0
percent to 74.8 percent during the program (an increase of 13.3 percent). Six months
after the completion of the program, lap belt use in vehicles with motorized
shoulder belts and manual lap belts decreased to a 32.6 percent use rate, while belt
use in air-bag-equipped vehicles continued to increase (75.2 percent at the end of
1992). The deterioration of the gains in manual lap belt use with automatic shoulder
belts is disappointing and puzzling. However, the belt use increase in air-bag­
equipped vehicles is particularly encouraging since air bags are becoming the
standard automatic restraint equipment in most new vehicles. Over the four data
collection waves, air-bag-equipped vehicles steadily increased from 15 percent of
observed vehicles in the spring of 1991 to 38 percent in the fall of 1992. Overall belt
use in the state for motorists in all vehicles covered by the seat belt law showed a
modest increase from 60.5 percent to 62.7 percent during the program. Belt use
continued to increase to 63.9 percent by the end of 1992.

The largest gains in automatic and general belt use were realized at the
concentrated program site. Manual lap belt use in vehicles with motorized
shoulder belts increased from 46.3 percent to 58.0 percent (an increase of 25.3
percent) during the program period. Manual 3-point belt use increased from 78.9
percent to 87.5 percent (an increase of 12.2 percent) in air-bag-equipped vehicles and
from 70.7 percent to 76.5 percent (an increase of 8.2 percent) in recent model cars
without automatic restraints. Overall belt use at this site increased from 57.5 percent
to 66.7 percent (an increase of 16 percent).
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Improvements in belt use cannot be attributed to any single seat belt
promotional program. Many education- and enforcement-oriented programs were
conducted simultaneously throughout the state and at the concentrated site during
this period. This project did make a concerted effort to tap into these other
programs and conduct joint activities.

Several recommendations for future statewide seat belt promotions can be made
based on this demonstration effort:

• Divide a statewide campaign into regional programs. This strategy was
valuable in this project for several reasons. One, it enabled representatives
within similar areas to work together and establish regional coalitions. Two,
these coalitions then received messages tailored to their regional profile and
they were able to construct their own unique activities. Clearly, there were
differences in use rates and attitudes towards belts in the lower-belt-use
western mountains and eastern coast as compared to the higher belt use seen
in the more urban, central part of the state. Regionalization also provided
comparison data that enhanced media coverage while generating a sense of
competition.

• Group the regions by media market. Media markets define the print and
electronic media that the residents in a region receive. Using these regions can
maximize media coverage for the program efforts by targeting messages and
giving the media both statewide and local activities to cover.

• Use regional workshops and news conferences to kick off the program. This
strategy worked well for this project. About three-fourths of the media outlets
in the state covered the initial events, and all subsequent events and news
releases were likewise well covered. The workshop attendees were brought
into the program during the morning session and then became part of the
regional kickoff in the afternoon. Conducting the kickoff news conference as
the conclusion of the workshop underlined the importance of the program
both to the media and the local advocates.

• Create the opportunity for self-selection into the program. This means not
locking into certain organizations to lead your regional efforts, but rather
promoting the program to a wide range of groups with highway safety interests
and allowing individual interests to determine who should become the
program leaders. There were no best occupations or affiliations from which to
draw program leaders. By inviting persons representing many different
perspectives on highway safety, the scope of the resulting coalitions was
expanded. The source of leadership varied from region to region, coming from
health department personnel, law enforcement officers, emergency medical
providers, insurance agents, driver education instructors and corporate safety
officers.
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• Use automatic restraint information to revitalize old seat belt messages. The
media is always looking for a different angle. New technology, such as
automatic restraints and their impact on the public, can add new interest to belt
and child restraint messages. For example, traditional child passenger safety
week messages received good coverage by emphasizing the proper use of child
restraints in vehicles with automatic belts or air bags.

• Choose a broad theme. The restraint systems available to motorists vary
widely. The theme SEAT BELTS, AIR BAGS Use all you've got was chosen to
embrace all systems. Although air bags are quickly becoming standard on most
new cars, the vast majority of motorists still have only belts to protect them.
Care must be taken to make sure that seat belts by themselves are viewed as
excellent protection.

• Use a coalition newsletter to unite and recognize scattered programs. Three
issues of a newsletter were produced during the one-year program. The
newsletter highlighted local programs, passed along new information and belt
use data, and communicated upcoming statewide initiatives.

• Include a youth focus. Young drivers (under 25 years of age) have lower than
average belt-wearing rates and are overrepresented in fatal crashes (NHTSA,
1991). Strategies targeted to this group could help to increase the overall
program results.

• Include a site with more concentrated activities to experiment with innovative
approaches. The concentrated effort site showed the largest improvements in
all forms of belt use. That site had the most organizations and agencies in their
coalition. They developed their own campaign theme and used additional
strategies such as the distribution of incentives for belt use. Some approaches,
such as the materials for auto dealers, were pilot-tested in that area before being
distributed statewide.

The project had several noteworthy successes: the kickoff workshops and news
conferences were well attended and received excellent media exposure; the
brochures, bumper stickers, radio and TV public service announcements and set of
posters aimed at teenage drivers were widely distributed; the collaboration with the
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles led to child passenger safety news conferences and
materials using the Turtles; an organization of over 1,000 independent insurance
agents adopted promotion of automatic restraints as a statewide program; there was
widespread ownership of the concentrated program; and, there was a statewide
increase in the correct use of all types of belts. Perhaps the most valuable product of
the project was the mailing list of over 400 highway safety advocates across the state
who either attended the initial workshops or joined the project along the way.
These people will constitute an excellent community resource for new initiatives
provided their commitment to promoting highway safety exists beyond this
project's completion.
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APPENDIX A: PROGRAM MATERIALS

Bumper Stickers
Brochure Announcing Program Workshops
Brochure on Correct Use of Automatic Restraints





Name:

Organization:

Address:

CAll, FAX. OR MAIL
WE NEED TO HEAR FROM YOU by May 31 to
make arrangements and to send you the
locations of the workshops.
CALL 1-800-672-4527 (Toll free in NO or
(919) 962-2202 and ask for Paula Hendricks
or fill in the following information and
FAX it to (919) 962-8710 or
MAIL it to UNC Highway Safety Research Center

134 1/2 East Franklin Street, CB 3430
Chapel Hill, NC 27599-3430

June 18

June 20

June 2S
June 27

July 11

July 16

Raleigh
: I Wilmington

I Asheville

- Greensboro

r : Charlotte

Greenville

Phone Number:

I will be
attending the
workshop in:

•

Workshop Locations and Dates ..•

North Carolina's Six Media Markets
Form the Workshop Regions

12:00 - 2:00 Lunch (provided)
Press Conference
Demonstration of Seat Belts

and Air Bags in Cars

10:45 - 12:00 Public Awareness Program

The program being conducted in North
Carolina will be explained, along with
how different community efforts can
come together to produce results in
cities, counties and regions, as well as
the entire state. Each group will be
given ideas and materials that suit their
own needs. There will also be time for
discussion and feedback.

• AGENDA

8:30 - 9:00 Registration
9:00 - 9:30 Introduction
9:30 - 10:30 Overview of Belts and Bags

Information will cover crash dynamics,
the history of belts, national and NC
usage figures, the appearance of automatic
systems, and common problems that lead
to misuse and no use.

• At the end of each workshop, porticiponts
will take port in a press conference to kick off
the program in that region. The focus of this
program includes working with the media to get
the word out. A workshop will be held in each
of the state's six media markets (see map for site
and date in your area).

• SEAT BELTS, AUTOMATIC BELTS, AIR BAGS
and CHILD SAFETY SEATS all save lives. Yet, for
these systems to give us the protection we need
in crashes, we have to use them correctly.
Unfortunately, many people don't.

• No registration fees. This program is being
conducted by the UNC Highway Safety Research
Center and the NC Governor's Highway Safety
Program for the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration and is free to anyone who would
like to attend. But we do need to reserve your
space. Please let us know quickly if you can come.

Even the smart cars of the 90s that buckle up
motorists automatically or come equipped
with air bags cannot do it all. People need to be
educated to buckle up manual lap belts and to
use their seat belts with air bags.

• These warkshops are designed to bring
together the people who are in the best positions
to get the public to use these life-saving systems
correctly. Participants will be given information
and materials to conduct public awareness
programs as part of their normal activities.
Agencies in your area have agreed to lead this
effort. Together you can make a difference.



You Could Learn a Lot
From a Dummy,

BlIg(LE UP.

400,000 people will be in crashes
in North Carolina this year.

SEAT BELTS AIR BAGS
Use all you've got.

SEAT BELTS
AIR BAGS

Getting 911
the crash protection

you bought



Common Mistake # 1 Common Mistake #2 Common Mistakes #3 &4

A Caution about Using Child Safety Seats in Cars with Automatic Systems

Never

place a

shoulder

belt under

the arm or

behind the

back.

Not Using
Manual Seat Belts

All seat belts are good, if you use

them. The advantage of automatic

belts is that they are designed to
not let you forget to buckle up.

Manual seat belts work just as well
as automatic belts to protect you in
all types of crashes if you make it a

habit to buckle up.

Wearing Lap and Shoulder
Belts Incorrectly

With all belts, correct use is very

important. Shoulder belts should

be snug across the chest.

Lap belts should be low and

snug on the hips.
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Not Using
Lap and Shoulder Belts

Cars with air bags have seat belts

too. There's a good reason why. Air

bags and seat belts work together to
provide the best lifesaving system

currently available in cars. But seat

belts are still your first line of
defense in all crashes.

Seat belts alone protect you in side

impacts, rear-end crashes and

rollovers. Air bags and seat belts

protect the chest, face, and head

from hitting the steering wheel,

windshield or dashboard in frontal

crashes. However, air bags only

deploy in moderate to worse frontal

crashes.

Air Bags
Only
Deploy in
Frontal
Crashes

AIR BAGS Rear-facing safety seats, required for infants under 20 Ibs, should not be placed in a seating position
that has an air bag. Refer to your vehicle owner's manual for recommendations for using front-facing seats.

AUTOMATIC BELTS Most automatic belts are not designed to hold a safety seat securely in place. Check
your owner's manual to find out if a safety seat can be used with your car's system, or use the safety seat in
the rear seat, which is the safest seating position for a small child.

'"ec
III
~-c

Only automatic lap and shoulder

belts buckle you up completely.

Other belt systems need you to

fasten the lap belt.

In North Carolina, about 3 out of

every 4 drivers wearing an auto­

matic shoulder belt fail to buckle
their manual lap belts. Without the
added protection of the lap belt,

you could slide under the shoulder

belt in a crash or get thrown out in

a rollover. Let the shoulder belt be a

reminder to buckle your lap belt.

You need both.

There are 3 main kinds of automatic

belts: automatic shoulder belts that

are attached to the car door;

motorized shoulder belts that run

along a track above the car door;

and automatic lap and shoulder

belts that are anchored within the

car door.

Forgetting to Use Manual
Lap Belt

Give Automatic Shoulder Belts a Hand,
Buckle that Lap Belt.

'"~...
III
U-=c
I
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APPENDIX B: PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS



SEAT BELTS AIR BAGS
Use All You've Got

Radio PSA Scripts

Prepared by: UNC Highway Sarety Research Center
N.C. Governor's Highway Sarety Program

This vacation season, protect yourself and your loved ones when travelling. Don't drink and drive
and when it comes to seat belts, use all you've got. This has been a safety belt message from_.

* * *

....,......,........,....-----:----" reminds you to make this a safe holiday season. Buckle your seat belts and don't
drink and drive -- two good habits to keep for life. This safety belt message sponsored by the

* * *

This is Oaw enforcement officer) , buckling your seat belt is the law, but it's also good
sense. Just because you drive well and obey traffic rules doesn't mean everyone else does. You
need to do all you can to protect yourself and your loved ones. Buckling your seat belts is the best
protection you can get. Be safe, buckle your seat belts.

* * *

Seat belts could save your life some day, but only if you wear them. Buckle up, your life might
depend on it. This is asking you to buckle up.

Traffic crashes are the leading cause of death for people between the ages of one and 34. Think
about it. Before any trip, long or short, always buckle your seat belt.

* * *

Small Boy: Mom can I go out to play?
Mother: Yes, as long as you put on a jacket I don't want you catching a cold ...

Older Boy: Mom can I go out for the football team?
Mother: I don't know, football looks awfully rough. What kind of equipment will you get?

Announcer: Parents are constantly looking out for their children, trying to protect them. Don't
let this concern for safety stop when he gets behind the wheel of a car.

Teenage Male: Mom can I use the car tonight?
Mother: I guess, as long as you promise to wear your seat belt, drive safely, and will be

home by ...

Announcer: This safety belt message brought to you by _

* * *

UNC HSRC 11/91



Safety Belt PSAs
page two

Someone once said, an ounce of prevention beats a pound of cure. On the road, that ounce of
prevention is the few seconds it takes to buckle your seat belt Prevent injuries and protect your
life. Buckle up every time you get in your car or truck. This safety belt message brought to you
by '

* * *
Some of the best people live in County. Seat belts are the best safety feature on any
car or truck, but only if they are used. So let's protect the best by using the best. Buckle up
____ County. This is _

• • *
The holiday season is full of last minute needs and small details we try hard to not forget. One
important thing to remember is to buckle your seat belt. Whether you are going to the store for one
last gift or heading to Grandma's for the family dinner, don't forget to buckle up. Seat belts will
get you there safely. This safety belt message brought to you by _

• • *
That chill in the air means that winter is about to settle in County. Winter brings icy,
slick roads, and makes wearing your seat belts even more important. This is ,
saying don't start out on a winter trip, long or short, without buckling up first. Winter roads can
be dangerous, but seat belts will help protect you.

* * •
Don't let tragedy happen on the road. Protect yourself and your loved ones. Always buckle your
seat belts. Seat belts could save your life. This safety belt message sponsored by _

• * *
People in County love their pickup trucks. encourages all
pickup drivers to buckle up. There's nothing like a truck and there's nothing that can protect you
better in your truck than a seat belt Pickups and seat belts, they both get the job done.

* * *

A message for all drivers of pickup trucks -- You need to buckle up as much as people in cars do.
People in trucks get in accidents just people like in cars. And trucks drivers can get injured when
they are thrown around the cab or through the windshield. If you're not buckling up, what's
holding you back? This safety belt message sponsored by _

* • *
Child (hushed voice): Here's a secret message for all you parents. There are three things kids will

probably never tell you: that we kinda like our vegetables, that we're sleepy
and ready for bed,and that baths are kinda nice. And well never tell you
that when you buckle us up in the car we feel loved. Let's face it, if we
grow up safe and healthy, it will be all your fault.

UNC HSRC 11191



Safety Belt PSAs
page three

* * *

Announcer: We're here today interviewing an expert on seat belts.

Child: Yep. wear one all the time.

Announcer: Well. how long have you been riding buckled up?

Child: All my life.

Announcer: Really! Well did you know that the law requires adults to buckle up too?

Child: Sure. and I'm all for it.

Announcer: You mean you want your parents to buckle up too?

Child: You bet. I love my mom and dad. Besides, I can't cook.

Announcer: Take it from a pro. Make buckling up a family habit.

* * *

Seat belts save lives. Pass it on. By wearing your seat belts and making sure your children are in
safety seats and belts. you can start a safety habit that will last for generations to come. You see, if
you buckle up and you buckle up your children. they will learn to buckle up their children too. So
start a safety habit you can feel good about. Somewhere down the road you and those you love
will be glad you did.

* * *

Child:

Father:

Child:

Father:

Daddy, did Grandpa buckle you up when you were little?

No we didn't know about seat belts and how to ride safely back then.

Yeah? Well, when I'm big, I'll tell my kids (in father's voice) I'm buckling you up
just like my dad buckled me.

I never thought about it that way. You know, that would make me a very happy
grandfather. Buckling up could be a great family tradition.

* * *

SFX -- crashing cars, screeching tires, shattering glass -- loud to catch attention then to announcer

Announcer -- Will the four-hundred-thousand people who will be in crashes in North Carolina
this year. Please Buckle Up. Seat belts, air bags -- use all you've got.

* * *

Cars with air bags have seat belts too. There's a good reason why. Seat belts will protect you in
side crashes and rollovers. Air bags can't. Together seat belts and an air bag give the best
protection you can get Seat belts, air bags -- use all you've got.

UNC HSRC 11/91



Safety Belt PSAs
page four

III III III

Does your car have shoulder belts that move to fit around you when you start the engine? If so,
don't forget to buckle the lap belt yourself. Automatic shoulder belts are great. They just need a
little help. Give your automatic shoulder belt a hand, buckle your lap belt Shoulder belts, lap
belts -- use all you've got.

III III III

If your car has an air bag keep using your seat belt. Air bags only work in head-on crashes. Seat
belts will protect you in all kinds of crashes. Air bags can give you added protection, but they
can't take the place of seat belts. This is asking you to buckle up
yourself and the ones you love. Seat belts, air bags -- use all you've got.

III III III

The holiday season makes us realize how much we cherish family and friends. Show those close
to you how much you care. When travelling during the holidays, make sure everyone is buckled
up. Protect the ones you love with seat belts and child safety seats.

* * *
SFX -- police siren -- then to announcer

Announcer -- Make sure the only flashing lights you see this holiday season are decorations. Drive
sober, obey speed limits, and buckle your seat belt This safety message was brought to you by

* * *
Ho Ho Ho. Santa Claus here, I'm getting the last few gifts loaded in my sleigh. Next I'll check
my reindeer to make sure they're hooked up good and tight Then I'll get in and buckle my seat
belt That's right, Santa buckles up every time he goes somewhere. Make sure you and your
parents do too. Ho Ho Ho, buckle up and have a merry and safe Christmas.

* * *
Children: Over the river and through the woods to grandmother's house we go.

The horse knows the way to carry the sleigh through the white and drifting snow..

Announcer: On your trip to grandma's house, make sure everyone is protected with seat belts
and child safety seats. Seat belts and child seats will help get you to grandma's
safely.

* * *
Announcer -- Give automatic shoulder belts a hand

SFX -- applause. small group of people cheering

Announcer -- Not that I mean reach over and buckle your lap belt too. You need both.
Seat belts, use all you've got.

UNC HSRC 11/91



Sarety Belt PSAs
page five ... ... ...

Person 1:
Person 2:

Person 1:
Person 2:

Person 1:
Person 2:

Person 1:
Person 2:

Announcer:

Hey, new car for Christmas?
Yeah. Sarah and I decided to trade in our old clunker.

It looks good. Let me see, you've got anti-lock brakes and an air bag.
Yeah, all the latest safety equipment.

I read even with an air bag you still need to wear your seat belt.
That's right. The owner's manual says to always buckle up. It says the air bag
only supplements the protection of a seat belt.

You going to give me a ride in this new beauty?
Sure. If you buckle up.

Seat belts, air bags -- use all you've got. This message sponsored by _

... ... '"

Protect your head by using your head. Buckle up. Seat belts, air bags -- use all you've got. This
safety message was brought to by _

'" '" ...

Person 1:
Person 2:
Person 3:

Announcer:

The 1965 Green Bay Packers is absolutely the best team football has ever seen.
I disagree. The Pittsburgh Steelers of the 1970s were the best.
What about the San Francisco 4gers? Four super bowl rings during the 80s.

All great teams have one thing in common -- They work well together. Seat belts
and air bags work together to protect you in a crash. There have been a lot of great
teams, but only seat belts and air bags can save your life in a crash. Seat belts, air
bags -- a team you can count on.

'" ... ...

Announcer: If you're not wearing your seat belt ...

SFX: Crashing cars, screeching tires, shattering glass

Announcer: what's holding you back? Seat belts, air bags -- use all you've got.

... ... '"
Announcer: Don't do windows.

SFX: Screeching tires, shattering glass

Announcer: Buckle your seat belt. Seat belts, air bags -- use all you've got.

'" ... '"
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CAROLINA

ADVISORY

Not for publication

Automatic seat belt, air bag misuse
topic of news conference, workshop

News conference. 1-2 p.m.
Workshop. 9 a.m.-noon

Tuesday. June 18. Main ballrooms.
Sheraton University Center. Durham

NEWS SERVICES
Clifton Metcalf, Director
210 Pittsboro Street, Campus Box 6210
Chapel Hill, NC 27599-6210
(919) 962·2091 FAX: (919) 962-2279

June 10, 1991 -- No. NN106

How N.C. motorists and passengers misuse air bags and automatic seat
belt systems will be the focus of a news conference and workshop at
the Sheraton University Center in Durham on Tuesday, June 18. The
sessions, which will include a demonstration of the devices, will kick
off a two-month statewide public information program aimed at helping
more North Carolinians buckle up correctly.

Event sponsors are the University of North Carolina Highway Safety
Research Center in Chapel Hill, the N.C. Governor's Highway Safety
Program and the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

North Carolina is one of two states receiving funding from the
national administration for a public education program on automatic
seat belts and air bags.

Research conducted by the UNC Highway Safety Research Center has shown
that seven of 10 drivers of cars with motorized, automatic seat belts
fail to buckle their manual lap belts. One in four drivers of cars
with air bags either forget or choose not to buckle up, the study
found.

A news conference, scheduled from 1 to 2 p.m., will include a
demonstration of correct use of seat belts and air bags. Speakers will
be Paul Jones, director of the N.C. Governor's Highway Safety Program;
James Long, N.C. insurance commissioner; Dr. Thad Wester, deputy state
health director; area program leaders; and UNC center researchers.

(More)

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
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Area health and emergency medical professionals, law enforcement
officials, automobile dealers, insurance agents and other highway
safety advocates invited from a 22-county area of central North
Carolina, including the Triangle, will attend a three-hour workshop
Tuesday morning. Topics will include a look at crash dynamics,
national and N.C. belt-use statistics, how different types of
automatic belts and air bags work and common problems that lead to
misuse or no use. Participants also will learn how they can help
educate the public as part of their normal job activities.

Both participants and organizers are expected to be available for
interviews throughout the day. The media are invited to attend all or
any part of the session, including lunch from noon to 1 p.m.

The Sheraton University Center is located at 2800 Middleton Ave. in
Durham.

From Raleigh, take 1-40 west to exit 279-B. Follow the Durham Freeway,
which becomes Erwin Road, until you see a Pizza Hut on the right. Turn
right on LaSalle Street and take the next left on Middleton Avenue'"Go
two blocks until you see the Sheraton on the right.

From Chapel Hill, take U.S. 15-501 north until you see the Morreene
Road exit. At the top of the ramp, go straight through the light onto
Middleton Avenue. The Sheraton is located immediately on the left.

The Durham session is the first of six planned across the state.
Others are scheduled in Wilmington (June 20), Asheville (June 25),
Greensboro (June 27), Charlotte (July 11) and Greenville (July 16).
News Services will update plans for those sessions as details are
available.

For more information or a complete agenda for the June 18 workshop,
call Jeff Lowrance at the UNC Highway Safety Research Center at (919)
962-2202 or News Services at (919) 962-2091.

- 30 -

Print Contact: Mike McFarland
Broadcast Contact: Barbara Thompson
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NEWS

For immediate use

Statewide seat belt, air bag
education program launched

NEWS SERVICES
Clifton Metcalf, Director

210 Pittsboro Street, Campus Box 6210
Chapel Hill, NC 27599-6210
(919) 962-2091 FAX: (919) 962-2279

June 18, 1991 -- No. 349

BY JEFF LOWRANCE
Highway Safety Research Center

CHAPEL HILL -- Persuading N.C. motorists to use automatic seat belt

systems and air bags correctly is the goal of a new statewide education

program launched today (June 18) in Durham.

Called "Seat Belts and Air Bags: Use All You've Got," the program

features a year-long public information campaign and workshops in five

other N.C. cities during the next two months.

North Carolina is one of two states receiving funding from the

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration for the program, which is

sponsored by the University of North Carolina Highway Safety Research

Center in Chapel Hill and the N.C. Governor's Highway Safety Program.

UNC center research has shown that seven of 10 drivers with

automatic, motorized shoulder belts fail to buckle their manual lap

belts. One in four drivers of cars with air bags either forgets or

chooses not to buckle lap-and-shoulder belts.

"If a door flies open in a crash, a driver or front-seat passenger

who has not buckled his lap belt is left largely unprotected," said Dr.

Donald W. Reinfurt, associate director of the UNC center. "Air bags only

deploy in moderate to worse frontal crashes. An unbelted person in an

air bag car would be unprotected in a side-impact crash, rear-end

collision or rollover."

Forgetting to buckle manual lap belts when a car is equipped with

an automatic shoulder belt, not buckling manual lap-and-shoulder belts

in cars with and without air bags and incorrectly positioning shoulder

belts are the most common forms of misuse, according to other research.

(More)

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
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"Most of the automatic systems will position the shoulder belt

around the driver without he or she doing anything," Reinfurt said.

"Many people, however, may not be aware that there is still a manual lap

belt to buckle, and without it they are not fully protected. A properly

used lap-and-shoulder belt is always the first line of defense in a

crash. "

Health and law enforcement officials, automobile dealers, insurance

agents and other state officials to attended the Durham workshop.

Similar sessions are scheduled in Asheville, Charlotte, Greensboro,

Greenville and Wilmington.

"This program is trying to bring together people who often come" in

contact with drivers of cars with automatic belts and air bags," said

Lauren Marchetti, program director and a UNC center researcher.

"Auto dealers sell the cars and can explain the different systems

available and can make safety a real selling point," she said.

"Insurance agents handle coverage of the cars and can stress the need

for proper belt use. And law enforcement and emergency medical

professionals see first hand the consequences of not buckling up."

Workshop topics include crash dynamics, belt use statistics,

explanations of how different types of automatic belts and air bags work

and reasons the devices are misused or not used. Participants see

demonstrations of automatic restraint systems and a rollover crash

simulator on loan from the Tarboro Police Department.

After the workshops, the officials, dealers and agents will

coordinate activities aimed at increasing correct use of belts in their

local areas. UNC researchers will monitor automatic seat belt use across

the state during the program and evaluate its impact through those

statistics and feedback from regional coordinators and the pUblic.

Paul Jones, director of the Governor's Highway Safety Program, said

the program would have benefits for North Carolinians beyond improving

highway safety and public health.

"In this time of trying to balance budgets and increasing health­

care costs, motor vehicle injuries have become an economic concern,

costing this state hundreds of millions of dollars each year," Jones

said.
N.C. Insurance Commissioner Jim Long said the state's automobile

insurance industry had endorsed the program because of its potential for

reducing health-care costs.
(More)
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liThe use of seat belts and air bags saves lives and reduces injury

and property damage," Long said. liThe result is a substantial savings in

he~lth-care costs, health insurance costs and property insurance costs. II

The program also will feature public service announcements on

television stations across the state. People attending the workshops and

others will distribute printed material.

IIEach public service announcement will focus on one of the common

types of misuse, II Marchetti said. IIThose attending the workshops plus

other representatives of law enforcement agencies, county health

departments, insurance agencies and car dealerships across all of North

Carolina will receive brochures, fact sheets, posters and displays

explaining automatic seat belts and air bags and their correct use."

Marchetti said organizers hope to stress the theme of the

educational program -- IISeat Belts and Air Bags: Use All You've Got ll
-­

and that cars with standard manual belts do not offer less protection.

IIYou just have to remember to buckle up, II she said.

- 30 -

Note: Other workshop dates and locations are: June 20, Wilmington,
Blockade Runner Hotel; June 25, Asheville, Ramada Inn-West; June 27,
Greensboro, Holiday Inn-Four Seasons; July 11, Charlotte, Holiday Inn­
Woodlawn Road; and July 16, Greenville, Hilton Hotel.

All sessions are scheduled from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. News conferences
featuring demonstrations of the safety devices and remarks by local
officials are scheduled at 1 p.m. for each workshop. Participants and
organizers are expected to be available for interviews throughout the
day. The media are invited to attend all or any part of the sessions,
including lunch, at noon.

News Services will update plans for other sessions as more details are
available. For more information, call Jeff Lowrance at the UNC Highway
Safety Research Center at (919) 962-2202 or News Services at (919) 962­
2091.
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Automatic seat belt, air bag misuse
topic of Wilmington-area workshop

News conference, 1-2 p.m.
Workshop, 9 a.m.-noon

NEWS SERVICES
Clifton Metcalf, Director

210 Pittsboro Street, Campus Box 62JO
Chapel Hill, NC 2i5'N-621O
(919) 962-2091 FAX: (919) 962-2279

June 11, 1991 -- No. NN107

Thursday, June 20, Robert E. Lee Room,
Blockade Runner Hotel and Conference Center, Wrightsville Beach

How N.C. motorists and passengers misuse air bags and automatic seat
belt systems is the focus of a news conference and workshop scheduled
for Thursday, June 20, at the Blockade Runner Hotel and Conference
Center in Wrightsville Beach. The session, which will include a
demonstration of the devices, is part of a statewide public
information program aimed at helping more North Carolinians buckle up
correctly.

Event sponsors are the University of North Carolina Highway Safety
Research Center in Chapel Hill, the N.C. Governor's Highway Safety
Program and the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA) .

North Carolina is one of two states receiving funding from NHTSA for a
public education program on automatic seat belts and air bags.

Research conducted by the UNC Highway Safety Research Center has shown
that seven of 10 drivers of cars with motorized, automatic seat belts
fail to buckle their manual lap belts. One in four drivers of cars
with air bags either forget or choose not to buckle up, the study
found.

A news conference, scheduled from 1 to 2 p.m., will feature a
demonstration of correct use of seat belts and air bags and an
announcement about plans to make the Wilmington area the focus of the
most comprehensive public education program in the state.

Speakers will include David H. Plate, president and chief executive
officer, and Robert C. Winfrey, vice president, of the New Hanover
Regional Medical Center. Also speaking will be Donald Blake, chairman
of the New Hanover County Health Department; Yvette Ruffin, a
representative of the Governor's Highway Safety Program; and UNC
center researchers.

(More)

The University of Norrh Carolina at Chapel Hill
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Fifty-five area health and emergency medical professionals, law
enforcement officials, automobile dealers, insurance agents and other
highway safety advocates invited from Bladen, Brunswick, Columbus, New
Hanover, Pender and Robeson counties are registered to attend a three­
hour workshop Thursday morning. Topics will include a look at crash
dynamics, national and N.C. belt-use statistics, how different types
of automatic belts and air bags work and common problems that lead to
misuse or no use. Participants also will learn how they can help
educate the public as part of their normal job activities.

Participants and organizers are expected to be available for
interviews throughout the day. The media are invited to attend all or
any part of the session, including lunch from noon to 1 p.m.

The Blockade Runner Hotel and Conference Center is located at 275
Waynick Boulevard in Wrightsville Beach. From Wilmington, take U.S. 74
or U.S. 76 to Wrightsville Beach Island. After crossing the
Intercoastal Waterway drawbridge, take U.S. 74 to the stop light and
tur.n right. Go a quarter of a mile, and the Blockade Runner is on the
left.

The Wrightsville Beach session is the second of six planned across the
state. Others are scheduled in Asheville (June 25), Greensboro (June
27), Charlotte (July 11) and Greenville (July 16). News Services will
update plans for those sessions as details are available.

For more information or a complete agenda for the June 20 workshop,
call Jeff Lowrance at the UNC Highway Safety Research Center at (919)
962-2202 or News Services at (919) 962-2091.
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Wilmington chosen for N.C.'s most
comprehensive belt, air bag program
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Clifton Metcalf, Director

~ 10 Pittsboro Street, Campus Box 6210
Chapel Hill, NC 27599·6210
(1.)19) 962-209l FAX: (919) 962-2279

June 20, 1991 -- No. NNl12

BY JEFF LOWRANCE
Highway Safety Research Center

CHAPEL HILL Wilmington-area motorists will be the target of

North Carolina's most complete public education program on correct use

of automatic seat belt systems and air bags during the next year.

The announcement was made Thursday (June 20) at a Wrightsville

Beach workshop attended by local health and law enforcement officials,

automobile dealers and insurance agents.

The University of North Carolina Highway Safety Research Center

in Chapel Hill and the N.C. Governor's Highway Safety Program awarded

the New Hanover Regional Medical Center and the New Hanover County

Health Department a $25,000 grant to conduct the community program.

Correct use of automatic seat belt systems will be monitored more

frequently in Wilmington, New Hanover County and area sites than in

other N.C. cities. More public information activities are planned in

the Wilmington area than elsewhere.

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration awarded North

Carolina $250,000 for "Seat Belts and Air Bags: Use All You've Got," a

year-long public education campaign launched Tuesday (June 18) in

Durham. The program features workshops in four other N.C. cities and

communication such as public service announcements on television.

North Carolina was one of two states to receive funding for

education programs.

(More)

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
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After the workshops, the officials, dealers and agents will

coordinate activities aimed at increasing correct use of belts in

their local areas. UNC researchers will monitor automatic seat belt

use across the state during the program and evaluate its impact

through those statistics and feedback from regional coordinators and

the public.

UNC center research has shown that seven of 10 drivers with

automatic, motorized shoulder belts fail to buckle their manual lap

belts. One in four drivers of cars with air bags either forgets or

chooses not to buckle their lap-and-shoulder belts.

"If a door flies open in a crash, a driver or front-seat

passenger who has not buckled his lap belt is left largely

unprotected," said Dr. Donald W. Reinfurt, associate director of the

UNC center. "Air bags only deploy in moderate to worse frontal

crashes. An unbelted person in an air bag car would be unprotected in

a side-impact crash, rear-end collision or rollover."

Forgetting to buckle manual lap belts when a car is equipped with

an automatic shoulder belt, not buckling manual lap-and-shoulder belts

in cars with and without air bags and incorrectly positioning shoulder

belts are the most common misuses, according to other research.

Organizers hope to stress the theme of the educational program

"Seat Belts and Air Bags: Use All You've Got" -- and that cars with

standard manual belts do not offer less protection.

"You just have to remember to buckle up," said Lauren Marchetti,

a UNC researcher and program director.

- 30 -

Note: The New Hanover Regional Medical Center was expected to
distribute a separate news release Thursday about its own traffic
injury prevention program. The center's program will be recognized for
being an area leader in seat belt safety and posting a 70 percent belt
use rate among employees. Corning Inc., a Wilmington manufacturing
facility, also was to receive a 70 percent award.

Print Contact: Mike McFarland
Broadcast Contact: Barbara Thompson
UNC Highway Safety Research Center: Jeff Lowrance, (919) 962-2202
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Automatic seat belt, air bag misuse
topic of Asheville-area workshop

News conference, 1-2 p.m.
Workshop, 9 a.m.-noon

Tuesday June 25, Galleria Room,
Ramada Inn-West, Asheville

NEWS SERVICES
Clifton Metcalf, Director

210 Pittsboro Street, Campus Box 6210
Chapel Hill, NC 27599-6210
(919) 962·2091 FAX: (919) 962-2279

June 19, 1991 -- No. NNll0

How N.C. motorists and passengers misuse air bags and automatic seat
belt systems is the focus of a news conference and workshop scheduled
for Tuesday, June 25, at the Ramada Inn-West in Asheville. The
session, which will include a demonstration of the devices and a roll­
over crash simulator, is part of a statewide public information
program aimed at helping more North Carolinians buckle up correctly.

Event sponsors are the University of North Carolina Highway Safety
Research Center in Chapel Hill, the N.C. Governor's Highway Safety
Program and the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA) .

North Carolina is one of two states receiving funding from NHTSA for a
public education program on automatic seat belts and air bags.

Research conducted by the UNC Highway Safety Research Center has shown
that seven of 10 drivers of cars with motorized, automatic seat belts
fail to buckle their manual lap belts. One in four drivers of cars
with air bags either forget or choose not to buckle up, the study
found.

A news conference, scheduled from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m., will feature a
demonstration of correct use of seat belts and air bags and the roll­
over simulator.

Speakers will include Paul Jones, director of the N.C. Governor's
Highway Safety Program, N.C. Insurance Commissioner Jim Long and UNC
center researchers.

(More)
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
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Th:rty-five area health and emergency medical professionals, law
enforcement officials, automopile dealers, insurance agents and other
highway safety advocates invited from a 17-county area in western
No~th Carolina are registered to attend a three-hour workshop Tuesday
mo~ning. Tcpics will include a look at crash dynamics, national and
N.C. belt-use statistics, how different types of automatic belts and
ai~ bags wo~k and common problems that lead to misuse or no use.
Pa~ticipants also will learn how they can help educate the public as
pa~t of their normal job activities.

Pa~ticipants and organizers are expected to be available for
in:erviews ~hroughout the day. The media are invited to attend all or
any part of the session, including lunch from noon to 1 p.m.

The Ramada Inn-West is located at 435 Smoky Park Highway in Asheville.
From 1-40, :ake exit 44 to the intersection of U.S. 19 and u.S. 23.

The Asheville session is the third of six planned across the state.
Ot~ers are scheduled in Greensboro (June 27), Charlotte (July 11) and
Greenville (July 16). News Services will update plans for those
sessions as details are available.

Fo~ more information or a complete agenda for the June 25 workshop,
ca:l Jeff Lowrance at the UNC Highway Safety Research Center at (919)
962-2202 or News Services at (919) 962-2091.
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Automatic seat belt, air bag misuse
topic of Greensboro-area workshop

News conference, 1-2 p.m.
Workshop, 9 a.m.-noon

Thursday June 27, Ballroom Level
Holiday Inn-Four Seasons, Greensboro

NEWS SERVICES
Clifton Metcalf, Director

210 Pittsboro Street. Campus Box 6210
Chapel Hill. NC 27599·6210
(919) 962·2091 FAX: (919) 962-2279

June 19, 1991 -- No. NN111

How N.C. moto~ists and passengers misuse air bags and automatic seat
belt systems is the focus of a news conference and workshop scheduled
for Thursday, June 27, at the Holiday Inn-Four Seasons in Greensboro.
The session, which will include a demonstration of the devices and a
roll-over crash simulator, is part of a statewide public information
program aimed at helping more North Carolinians buckle up correctly.

Event sponsors are the University of North Carolina Highway Safety
Research Center in Chapel Hill, the N.C. Governor's Highway Safety
Program and the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA).

North Carolina is one of two states receiving funding from NHTSA for a
public education program on automatic seat belts and air bags.

Research conducted by the UNC Highway Safety Research Center has shown
that seven of 10 drivers of cars with motorized, automatic seat belts
fail to buckle their manual lap belts. One in four drivers of cars with
air bags either forget or choose not to buckle up, the study found.

A news conference, scheduled from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m., will feature a
demonstration of correct use of seat belts and air bags and the roll­
over simulato~. Speakers will include Paul Jones, director of the N.C.
Governor's Highway Safety Program; Sylvester Daughtry, chief of the
Greensboro Police Department; Ed Bristol, a representative from the N.C.
Department of Insurance; and UNC center researchers.

Sixty-five area health and emergency medical professionals, law
enforcement officials, automobile dealers, insurance agents and other
highway safety advocates invited from a 14-county area in the Piedmont­
Triad region are registered to attend a three-hour workshop Thursday
morning. Topics will include a look at crash dynamics, national and N.C.
belt-use statistics, how different types of automatic belts and air bags
work and common problems that lead to misuse or no use. Participants
also will learn how they can help educate the public as part of their
normal job activities.

(More)
---------

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
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Participants and organizers are expected to be available for interviews
throughout the day. The media are invited to attend all or any part of
the session, including lunch from noon to 1 p.m.

The Holiday Inn-Four Seasons is located at 3121 High Point Road in
Greensboro. From I-40, take the High Point Road exit. From I-aS, exit to
I-40 and take the High Point Road exit.

The Greensboro session is the fourth of six planned across the state.
Others are scheduled in Charlotte (July 11) and Greenville (July 16).
News Services will update plans for those sessions as details are
available.

For more information or a complete agenda for the June 27 workshop, call
Jeff Lowrance at the UNC Highway Safety Research Center at (919) 962­
2202 or News Services at (919) 962-2091.
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Automatic seat belt, air bag misuse
topic of Charlotte-area workshop

News conference, 1-2 p.m.
Workshop, 9 a.m.-noon

Thursday July 11, John Alexander Room
Holiday Inn, Woodlawn Road, Charlotte

NEWS SERVICES
Clifton Metcalf, Director

210 Pittsboro Street, Campus Box 6210
Chapel Hill, NC 2i599-621O
(919) 962-2091 FAX: (919) 962·22i9

July 3, 1991 -- No. NN121

How N.C. motorists and passengers misuse air bags and automatic seat
belt systems is the focus of a news conference and workshop scheduled
for Thursday, July 11, at the Holiday Inn on Woodlawn Road in
Charlotte. The session, which will include a demonstration of the
devices and a roll-over crash simulator, is part of a statewide public
information program aimed at helping more North Carolinians buckle up
correctly.

Event sponsors are the University of North Carolina Highway Safety
Research Center in Chapel Hill, the N.C. Governor's Highway Safety
Program and the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA) .

North Carolina is one of two states receiving funding from NHTSA for a
public education program on automatic seat belts and air bags.

Research conducted by the UNC Highway Safety Research Center has shown
that seven of 10 drivers of cars with motorized, automatic seat belts
fail to buckle their manual lap belts. One in four drivers of cars
with air bags either forget or choose not to buckle up, the study
found.

A news conference, scheduled from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m., will feature a
demonstration of correct use of seat belts and air bags and the roll­
over simulator. Speakers will include Paul Jones, director of the N.C.
Governor's Highway Safety Program; N.C. Insurance Commissioner Jim
Long; Dr. Tim Cole, chief, Injury Control Section, N.C. Department of
Environment, Health and Natural Resources; and UNC center researchers.

(More)

The 'University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
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Sixty area health and emergency medical professionals, law enforcement
officials, automobile dealers, insurance agents and other highway
safety advocates invited from a 16-county area in the southern and
western Piedmont region are registered to attend a three-hour workshop
Thursday morning. Target counties included Alexander, Anson, Burke,
Cabarrus, Caldwell, Catawba, Cleveland, Gaston, Iredell, Lincoln,
Mecklenburg, Montgomery, Rowan, Stanly, Union and Watauga. As of July
2, those registered included officials from Albemarle, Asheboro,
Balfour, Boone, Charlotte, Concord, Davidson, Kannapolis, Lincolnton,
Matthews, Rockingham, Monroe, Salisbury, Shelby, Statesville, Star and
Troy.

Workshop topics will include a look at crash dynamics, national and
N.C. belt-use statistics, how different types of automatic belts and
air bags work and common problems that lead to misuse or no use.
Participants also will learn how they can help educate the public as
part of their normal job activities.

Participants and organizers are expected to be available for
interviews throughout the day. The media are invited to attend all or
any part of the session, including lunch from noon to 1 p.m.

The Holiday Inn is located at 212 Woodlawn Road in Charlotte. From I­
77, take Exit 6-A. The hotel is located immediately on the left. From
I-8S, take the Billy Graham Parkway-Charlotte International Airport
Exit. Turn onto Billy Graham Parkway and go about five miles. The
parkway becomes Woodlawn Road at I-77, and the Holiday Inn is on the
immediate left.

The Charlotte session is the fifth of six planned across the state.
The last one is scheduled in Greenville on July 16. News Services will
update plans for that session as details are available.

For more information or a complete agenda for the July 11 workshop,
call Jeff Lowrance at the UNC Highway Safety Research Center at (919)
962-2202 or News Services at (919) 962-2091.
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Automatic seat belt, air bag misuse
topic of Greenville-area workshop

News conference. 1-2 p.m.
Workshop. 9 a.m.-noon

NEWS SERVICES
Clifton Metcalf, Director
ZW Pittsboro Street, Campus Box 6210
Chapel Hill, NC 27599-6210
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July 11, 1991 -- No. NN123

Tuesday. July 16. Carolina Ball Room
Hilton Inn. 207 S.W. Greenville Blvd•• Greenville

How N.C. motorists and passengers misuse air bags and automatic seat
belt systems is the topic of a news conference and workshop Tuesday,
July 16, at the Hilton Inn in Greenville. The session, which will
include a demonstration of the devices and a roll-over crash simulator,
is part of a statewide public information program aimed at helping more
North Carolinians buckle up correctly.

Event sponsors are the University of North Carolina Highway Safety
Research Center in Chapel Hill, the N.C. Governor's Highway Safety
Program and the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA).
North Carolina is one of two states receiving funding from NHTSA for the
public education program.

Research conducted by the UNC Highway Safety Research Center has shown
that seven of 10 drivers of cars with motorized, automatic seat belts
fail to buckle their manual lap belts. One in four drivers of cars with
air bags either forget or choose not to buckle up, the study found.

A news conference, scheduled from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m., will feature a
demonstration of correct use of seat belts and air bags and the roll­
over simulator. Speakers will be Paul Jones, director of the N.C.
Governor's Highway Safety Program; Ed Bristol, special assistant to the
N.C. insurance commissioner; Charles Hinman, chief of the Greenville
Police Department; Linda C. Thompson, vice president of nursing, Pitt
County Memorial Hospital; and UNC center researchers.

One hundred health and emergency medical professionals, law enforcement
officials, automobile dealers, insurance agents and other highway safety
advocates invited from a 23-county area in the eastern and coastal
regions are expected to attend a three-hour workshop Tuesday. Target
counties included Beaufort, Bertie, Camden, Carteret, Chowan, Craven,
Currituck, Dare, Duplin, Gates, Greene, Hertford, Hyde, Jones, Lenoir,
Martin, Onslow, Pamlico, Pasquotank, Perquimans, Pitt, Tyrell and
Washington.

(More)

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
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As of July 10, those registered included officials from Ayden, Bayboro,
Camden, Camp Lejeune, Elizabeth City, Far.mville, Havelock, Hertford,
Goldsboro, Greenville, Jackson, ~inston, Manteo, Morehead City, New
Bern, Plymouth, Raleigh, Roanoke Rapids, Robersonville, Rocky Mount,
Snow Hill, Tarboro, Washington, Williamston, Windsor and Winton. Call
News Services for the names and titles of participants from your area.

Workshop topics will include a look at crash dynamics, national and N.C.
belt-use statistics, how different types of automatic belts and air bags
work and common problems that lead to misuse or no use. Participants
also will learn how they can help educate the public as part of their
normal job activities.

Participants and organizers are expected to be available for interviews
throughout the day. The media are invited to attend all or any part of
the session, including lunch from noon to 1 p.m.

The Hilton Inn is located at 207 S.W. Greenville Boulevard. Greenville
Boulevard is u.S. 264. Hotel phone number is (919) 355-5000. A map is
enclosed.

The Greenville session is the last of six to be held across the state.
For more information or a complete agenda for the July l' workshop, call
Jeff Lowrance at the UNC Highway Safety Research Center at (919) 962­
2202 or News Services at (919) 962-2091.
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N.C. motorists neglecting
lap belts, stUdy shows

NEWS SERVICES
Clifton Metcalf, Director

210 Pittsboro Street, Campus Box 6210
Chapel Hill, NC 2i599-621O
(919) 962-2091 FAX: (919) 962-2279

Nov. 4, 1991

By CAROL B. CO~E
UNC-CH News Servlces

CHAPEL HILL -- More than a third of N.C. motorists in cars with
automatic restraint systems fail to fasten their lap belts, according
to the nation's most comprehensive study of lap and shoulder belt use
in cars with automatic systems.

Figures released today (Nov. 4) by the university of North
Carolina Highway Safety Research Center in Chapel Hill show that
automation does not guarantee improved seat belt usage.

"Although lap belt use is high in cars with completely automatic
lap-and-shoulder belts, it is extremely low in cars in which the
shoulder belt is automatic and the driver has to manually buckle the
lap belt," said Dr. Donald W. Reinfurt, associate center director.

"More than six out of 10 drivers in cars with motorized automatic
shoulder belts fail to buckle their manual lap belts," Reinfurt said.
"These people are not getting all the protection their cars have to
offer and all the protection they need."

Automatic restraint systems come in three types. In one, lap and
shoulder belts fit automatically around the motorist. In the second,
shoulder belts fasten automatically, but lap belts must be buckled
manually. The third system combines an air bag and manual lap-and­
shoulder belts.

UNC center researchers have observed more than 8,000 N.C. drivers
in newer cars over the last three years. The surveys, conducted for
the Governor's Highway Safety Program, monitor the effect of the
state's 6-year-old seat belt law and related safety trends.

(More)

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill



Page 2-2-2 N.C. motorists neglecting lap belts: study

In the latest survey, researchers observed 2,415 N.C. motorists
between mid-March and early June. They recorded automatic safety belt
use at 36 sites in six regions: Asheville, Charlotte, the
Greensboro/Winston-Salem/High Point Triad, Greenville, Raleigh-Durham
and Wilmington. At the same time, researchers monitored overall belt
use in all types of vehicles at 72 other sites across the state.

Overall safety belt use ranged from 66 percent in the Raleigh­
Durham region to 47 percent in the Asheville region, according to the
survey. The Triad region was second at 63 percent, followed by the
Charlotte region (61 percent), the Greenville region (5B percent) and
the Wilmington region (50 percent). Urban area drivers posted higher
use rates than rural drivers.

Among N.C. motorists with automatic systems, 76 percent had their
shoulder belts fastened, and 64 percent wore their lap belts.

But motorists with certain types of automatic belts rated much
lower in lap belt usage. For instance, only 20 percent of those whose
cars were equipped with non-motorized automatic shoulder belts and
manual lap belts had fastened their lap belts. When the shoulder belt
was motorized, 34 percent wore their manual lap belts.

In cars where shoulder and lap belts were both automatic, lap
belt usage jumped to 75 percent. Sixty-five percent of motorists in
air bag-equipped vehicles wore their lap belts.

Regardless of the type of restraint system, drivers under age 25
posted the lowest shoulder and lap belt use rates of all age groups.
In general, females' use of all belt systems surpassed males'. Black
drivers posted higher shoulder belt and lap belt use rates than white
drivers, except for using manual lap belts with motorized automatic
shoulder belts.

Automatic seat belts and air bags have become standard equipment
in many American-made cars. Most new Chrysler Corp. and Ford Motor Co.
cars already come with driver-side air bags. General Motors Corp., the
world's largest automaker, plans to install both driver- and
passenger-side air bags in all new cars sold in North America by
September 1994.

Motorists who rely on just shoulder belts or air bags are
compromising their safety, said Paul B. Jones, director of the
Governor's Highway Safety Program.

"When they have a choice people are obviously forgetting to
buckle their manual lap belts," Jones said. "We are seeing more and
more crash reports where people were severely injured or killed
because they weren't wearing their manual lap belts."

Educating drivers of cars with automatic shoulder belts is a top
priority in a yearlong statewide educational effort that began last
summer, said Lauren M. Marchetti, the UNC center's pUblic information
manager.

(More)
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"Air bags alone are not good enough," she said. "We want everyone

to know to use all they've got. The combination of an air bag and lap

and shoulder belts is currently the best protection available."
Last June and July, as the recent monitoring period concluded,

the UNC center and the governor's program kicked off the educational
program about automatic seat belts and air bags. North Carolina was
one of two states to receive funding for the effort from the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

The most recent study results have been shared with each region's
program leaders, who include auto dealers, health educators, insurance
agents and law enforcement and emergency medical personnel.

"They will be able to take these numbers and use them to aim
local pUblic information activities toward the people who need this
information -- those who aren't using all of the protection they
bought," Marchetti said.

A new survey that began Oct. 1 may show the impact of the
program. Results are expected next spring, said Reinfurt.

"To a great extent, North Carolina's numbers should be
representative of the nation's automatic seat belt use," he said. "A
U.S. Department of Transportation study that was conducted in 19
cities and looked only at shoulder belt use arrived at numbers very
similar to those found here."

-30-
(Cole is a second-year graduate student at the UNC-Chapel Hill School
of Journalism and Mass Communication and a Carrboro resident.)

Print contact: Mike McFarland
Broadcast contact: Barbara Thompson

counties in the six regions surveyed
Asheville region: Avery, Buncombe, Cherokee, Clay, Haywood, Henderson,
Graham, Jackson, Macon, Madison, McDowell, Mitchell, Polk, Rutherford,
Swain, Transylvania and Yancey.

Charlotte region: Alexander, Anson, Burke, Cabarrus, Caldwell,
Catawba, Cleveland, Gaston, Iredell, Lincoln, Mecklenburg, Montgomery,
Rowan, Scotland, Stanly, Union and Watauga.

Greensboro-High Point-winston-Salem region: Alamance, Alleghany, Ashe,
Caswell, Davidson, Davie, Forsyth, Guilford, Randolph, Rockingham,
Stokes, Surry, Wilkes and Yadkin.

Greenville region: Beaufort, Bertie, Camden, Carteret, Chowan, Craven,
Currituck, Dare, Duplin, Gates, Greene, Hertford, Hyde, Jones, Lenoir,
Martin, Onslow, Pamlico, Pasquotank, Perquimans, Pitt, Tyrell and
Washington.

Raleigh-Durham region: Chatham, Cumberland, Durham, Edgecombe,
Franklin, Granville, Halifax, Harnett, Hoke, Johnston, Lee, Moore,
Nash, Northampton, Orange, Person, Sampson, Vance, Wake, Warren, Wayne
and Wilson.

wilmington region: Bladen, Brunswick, Columbus, New Hanover, Pender
and Robeson.
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Asheville area drivers below
state average in belt use: study

By CAROL B. CO.LE
UNC-CH News SerVlces

CHAPEL HILL -- Asheville area drivers are less likely to buckle up
than the average N.C. motorist, according to the nation's most
comprehensive study of lap and shoulder belt use in cars with
automatic systems.

Figures released today (Nov. 4) by the University of North
Carolina Highway Safety Research Center in Chapel Hill show that in
vehicles with the three most common types of automatic restraint
systems, Asheville area drivers wear their shoulder belts at levels
slightly below the state average, said Dr. Donald W. Reinfurt,
associate director of the center.

liThe same is true for lap belts except for drivers of cars
equipped with motorized shoulder belts," Reinfurt said. "About 40
percent of these drivers are buckling their manual lap belts, while
the state average is at 34 percent."

The three types of automatic restraint systems include lap and
shoulder belts that fit automatically around the motorist. In another,
shoulder belts fasten automatically, but lap belts must be buckled
manually. The third system combines an air bag and manual lap-and­
shoulder belts.

UNC center researchers have observed more than 8,000 N.C. drivers
in newer cars over the last three years. The surveys, conducted for
the Governor's Highway Safety Program, monitor the effect of the
state's 6-year-old seat belt law and related safety trends.

In the most recent survey, Asheville region drivers were among
2,415 observed between mid-March and early June across the state.
Researchers recorded automatic safety belt use at 36 sites in six
regions: Asheville, Charlotte, the Greensboro/Winston-Salem/High Point
Triad, Greenville, Raleigh-Durham and Wilmington.

(More)

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
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Safety Program.

(More)

The Asheville region comprises 17 counties: Avery, Buncombe,
Cherokee, clay, Haywood, Henderson, Graham, Jackson, Macon, Madison,
McDowell, Mitchell, Polk, Rutherford, Swain, Transylvania and Yancey.

Researchers also monitored overall belt use in all types of
vehicles at 72 other sites across the state. Urban and rural areas
were represented.

Overall safety belt use ranged from 66 percent in the Raleigh­
Durham region to 47 percent in the Asheville region, according to the
survey. The Triad region was second at 63 percent, followed by the
Charlotte region (61 percent), the Greenville region (58 percent) and
the Wilmington region (50 percent). Urban area drivers posted higher
use rates than rural drivers.

Among N.C. motorists with automatic systems, 76 percent had their
shoulder belts fastened, and 64 percent wore their lap belts.

But motorists with certain types of automatic belts rated much
lower in lap belt usage. For instance, only 20 percent of those whose
cars were equipped with non-motorized automatic shoulder belts and
manual lap belts had fastened their lap belts. When the shoulder belt
was motorized, 34 percent wore their manual lap belts.

In cars where shoulder and lap belts were both automatic, lap
belt usage jumped to 75 percent. Sixty-five percent of motorists in
air bag-equipped vehicles wore their lap belts.

Regardless of the type of restraint system, drivers under age 25
posted the lowest shoulder and lap belt use rates of all age groups.
In general, females' use of all belt systems surpassed males'. Black
drivers posted higher shoulder belt and lap belt use rates than white
drivers, except for using manual lap belts with motorized automatic
shoulder belts.

The survey results show that automation does not necessarily
result in higher usage rates, Reinfurt said.

"Although lap belt use is high in cars with completely automatic
lap-and-shoulder belts, it is extremely low in cars in which the
shoulder belt is automatic and the driver has to manually buckle the
lap belt," he said.

"More than six out of 10 drivers in cars with motorized automatic
shoulder belts fail to buckle their manual lap belts," Reinfurt said.
"These people are not getting all the protection their cars have to
offer and all the protection they need."

Automatic seat belts and air bags have become standard equipment
in many American-made cars. Most new Chrysler Corp. and Ford Motor Co.
cars already come with driver-side air bags. General Motors Corp., the
world's largest automaker, plans to install both driver- and
passenger-side air bags in all new cars sold in North America by
September 1994.

Motorists who
compromising their
Governor's Highway
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"When they have a choice people are obviously forgetting to
buckle their manual lap belts," Jones said. "We are seeing more and
more crash reports where people were severely injured or killed
because they weren't wearing their manual lap belts."

Educating drivers of cars with automatic shoulder belts is a top
priority in a yearlong statewide educational effort that began last
summer, said Lauren M. Marchetti, the UNC center's public information
manager.

"Air bags alone are not good enough," she said. "We want everyone
to know to use all they've got. The combination of an air bag and lap
and shoulder belts is currently the best protection available."

Last June and July, as the recent monitoring period concluded,
the UNC center and the governor's program kicked off the educational
program about automatic seat belts and air bags. North Carolina was
one of two states to receive funding for the effort from the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

The most recent study results have been shared with each region's
program leaders, who include auto dealers, health educators, insurance
agents and law enforcement and emergency medical personnel.

"They will be able to take these numbers and use them to aim
local pUblic information activities toward the people who need this
information -- those who aren't using all of the protection they
bought," Marchetti said.

The UNC center study uses the state's average belt use as a basis
for comparison, Reinfurt said. "The average should not be the number
local areas set as a goal. In fact, North Carolina's average belt use
rates lag behind those of several other states."

A new survey that began Oct. 1 may show the impact of the
program. Results are expected next spring, he said.

"To a great extent, North Carolina's numbers should be
representative of the nation's automatic seat belt use," Reinfurt
said. "A U.S. Department of Transportation study that was conducted in
19 cities and looked only at shoulder belt use arrived at numbers very
similar to those found here."

- 30 -

(Cole is a second-year graduate student at the UNC-Chapel Hill School
of Journalism and Mass Communication and a Carrboro resident.)

Asheville region program leaders: Carrol Hemphill, Emergency Medical
Services, Marion, (704) 652-3982, and Marcia Tate, Haywood County
Health Department, Waynesville, (704) 452-6675.

Print contact: Mike McFarland
Broadcast contact: Barbara Thompson
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Charlotte area drivers above
state average in belt use: study

By CAROL B. CO,LE
UNC-CH News SerVlces

CHAPEL HILL -- Charlotte area drivers are more likely to buckle up
than the average N.C. motorist, according to the nation's most
comprehensive study of lap and shoulder belt use in cars with
automatic systems.

Figures released today (Nov. 4) by the University of North
Carolina Highway Safety Research Center in Chapel Hill show that in
vehicles with the three most common types of automatic restraint
systems, Charlotte area drivers wear their shoulder belts at levels
slightly above the state average, said Dr. Donald W. Reinfurt,
associate director of the center.

But there is room for improvement. "Even though the Charlotte
area's lap belt use is higher than the state average, less than four
out of 10 drivers are remembering to buckle manual lap belts when a
motorized shoulder belt is available," Reinfurt said.

The three types of automatic restraint systems include lap and
shoulder belts that fit automatically around the motorist. In another,
shoulder belts fasten automatically, but lap belts must be buckled
manually. The third system combines an air bag and manual lap-and­
shoulder belts.

UNC center researchers have observed more than 8,000 N.C. drivers
in newer cars over the last three years. The surveys, conducted for
the Governor's Highway Safety Program, monitor the effect of the
state's 6-year-old seat belt law and related safety trends.

In the most recent survey, Charlotte region drivers were among
2,415 observed between mid-March and early June across the state.
Researchers recorded automatic safety belt use at 36 sites in six
regions: Charlotte, Asheville, the Greensboro/Winston-salem/High Point
Triad, Greenville, Raleigh-Durham and Wilmington.

(More)

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
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The Charlotte region comprises 18 counties: Alexander, Anson,
Burke, Cabarrus, Caldwell, Catawba, Cleveland, Gaston, Iredell,
Lincoln, Mecklenberg, Montgomery, Richmond, Rowan, Scotland, stanly,
Union and Watauga.

Researchers also monitored overall belt use in all types of
vehicles at 72 other sites across the state. Urban and rural areas
were represented.

Overall safety belt use ranged from 66 percent in the Raleigh­
Durham region to 47 percent in the Asheville region, according to the
survey. The Triad region was second at 63 percent, followed by the
Charlotte region (61 percent), the Greenville region (58 percent) and
the Wilmington region (50 percent). Urban area drivers posted higher
use rates than rural drivers.

Among N.C. motorists with automatic systems, 76 percent had their
shoulder belts fastened, and 64 percent wore their lap belts.

But motorists with certain types of automatic belts rated much
lower in lap belt usage. For instance, only 20 percent of those whose
cars were equipped with non-motorized automatic shoulder belts and
manual lap belts had fastened their lap belts. When the shoulder belt
was motorized, 34 percent wore their manual lap belts.

In cars where shoulder and lap belts were both automatic, lap
belt usage jumped to 75 percent. sixty-five percent of motorists in
air bag-equipped vehicles wore their lap belts.

Regardless of the type of restraint system, drivers under age 25
posted the lowest shoulder and lap belt use rates of all age groups.
In general, females' use of all belt systems surpassed males'. Black
drivers posted higher shoulder belt and lap belt use rates than white
drivers, except for using manual lap belts with motorized automatic
shoulder belts.

The survey results show that automation does not necessarily
result in higher usage rates, Reinfurt said.

"Although lap belt use is high in cars with completely automatic
lap-and-shoulder belts, it is extremely low in cars in which the
shoulder belt is automatic and the driver has to manually buckle the
lap belt," he said.

"More than six out of 10 drivers in cars with motorized automatic
shoulder belts fail to buckle their manual lap belts," Reinfurt said.
"These people are failing to get all the protection their cars have to
offer and all the protection they need."

Automatic seat belts and air bags have become standard equipment
in many American-made cars. Most new Chrysler Corp. and Ford Motor Co.
cars already come with driver-side air bags. General Motors Corp., the
world's largest automaker, plans to install both driver- and
passenger-side air bags in all new cars sold in North America by
September 1994.

(More)
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Motorists who rely on just shoulder belts or air bags are
compromising their safety, said Paul B. Jones, director of the
Governor's Highway Safety Program.

"When they have a choice people are obviously forgetting to
buckle their manual lap belts," Jones said. "We are seeing more and
more crash reports where people were severely injured or killed
because they weren't wearing their manual lap belts."

Educating drivers of cars with automatic shoulder belts is a top
priority in a yearlong statewide educational effort that began last
summer, said Lauren M. Marchetti, the UNC center's pUblic information
manager.

"Air bags alone are not good enough," she said. "We want everyone
to know to use all they've got. The combination of an air bag and lap
and shoulder belts is currently the best protection available."

Last June and July, as the recent monitoring period concluded,
the UNC center and the governor's program kicked off the educational
program about automatic seat belts and air bags. North Carolina was
one of two states to receive funding for the effort from the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

The most recent study results have been shared with each region's
program leaders, who include auto dealers, health educators, insurance
agents and law enforcement and emergency medical personnel.

"They will be able to take these numbers and use them to aim
local pUblic information activities toward the people who need this
information -- those who aren't using all of the protection they
bought," Marchetti said.

The UNC center study uses the state's average belt use as a basis
for comparison, Reinfurt said. "The average should not be the number
local areas set as a goal. In fact, North Carolina's average belt use
rates lag behind those of several other states."

A new survey that began Oct. 1 may show the impact of the
program. Results are expected next spring, he said.

"To a great extent, North Carolina's numbers should be
representative of the nation's automatic seat belt use," Reinfurt
said. "A U.S. Department of Transportation study that was conducted in
19 cities and looked only at shoulder belt use arrived at numbers very
similar to those found here."

- 30 -

(Cole is a second-year graduate student at the UNe-Chapel Hill School
of Journalism and Mass Communication and a Carrboro resident.)

Charlotte region program leader: Richard Gentsch, Traffic Injury
Control Program, Carolinas Medical Center, Charlotte, (704) 355-4703.

Print Contact: Mike McFarland
Broadcast Contact: Barbara Thompson
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By CAROL B. C~LE
UNC-CH News SerVlces

CHAPEL HILL -- About six out of 10 Greenville area drivers are
using their shoulder and lap belts, equalling the statewide overall
belt use rate, according to the nation's most comprehensive study of
lap and shoulder belt use in cars with automatic systems.

But figures released today (Nov. 4) by the University of North
Carolina Highway Safety Research Center in Chapel Hill show plenty of
room for improvement, said Dr. Donald W. Reinfurt, associate director
of the center.

"In cars with motorized automatic shoulder belts, 70 percent of
the Greenville area motorists are forgetting to buckle manual lap
belts," Reinfurt said.

The three types of automatic restraint systems include lap and
shoulder belts that fit automatically around the motorist. In another,
shoulder belts fasten automatically, but lap belts must be buckled
manually. The third system combines an air bag and manual lap-and­
shoulder belts.

UNC center researchers have observed more than 8,000 N.C. drivers
in newer cars over the last three years. The surveys, conducted for
the Governor's Highway Safety Program, monitor the effect of the
state's 6-year-old seat belt law and related safety trends.

In the most recent survey, Greenville region drivers were among
2,415 observed between mid-March and early June across the state.
Researchers recorded automatic safety belt use at 36 sites in six
regions: Greenville, Asheville, Charlotte, the Triad, Raleigh-Durham
and Wilmington.

(More)

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
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The Greenville region comprises 21 counties: Beaufort, Bertie,
Camden, Carteret, Chowan, Craven, Currituck, Dare, Duplin, Gates,
Greene, Hertford, Hyde, Jones, Lenoir, Martin, Onslow, Pamlico,
Pasquotank, Perquimans, Pitt, Tyrrell and Washington.

Researchers also monitored overall belt use in all types of
vehicles at 72 other sites across the state. Urban and rural areas
were represented.

Overall safety belt use ranged from 66 percent in the Raleigh­
Durham region to 47 percent in the Asheville region, according to the
survey. The Triad region was second at 63 percent, followed by the
Charlotte region (61 percent), the Greenville region (58 percent) and
the Wilmington region (50 percent). Urban area drivers posted higher
use rates than rural drivers.

Among N.C. motorists with automatic systems, 76 percent had their
shoulder belts fastened, and 64 percent wore their lap belts.

But motorists with certain types of automatic belts rated much
lower in lap belt usage. For instance, only 20 percent of those whose
cars were equipped with non-motorized automatic shoulder belts and
manual lap belts had fastened their lap belts. When the shoulder belt
was motorized, 34 percent wore their manual lap belts.

In cars where shoulder and lap belts were both automatic, lap
belt usage jumped to 75 percent. sixty-five percent of motorists in
air bag-equipped vehicles wore their lap belts.

Regardless of the type of restraint system, drivers under age 25
posted the lowest shoulder and lap belt use rates of all age groups.
In general, females' use of all belt systems surpassed males'. Black
drivers posted higher shoulder belt and lap belt use rates than white
drivers, except for using manual lap belts with motorized automatic
shoulder belts.

The survey results show that automation does not necessarily
result in higher usage rates, Reinfurt said.

"Although lap belt use is high in cars with completely automatic
lap-and-shoulder belts, it is extremely low in cars in which the
shoulder belt is automatic and the driver has to manually buckle the
lap belt," he said.

"More than six out of 10 drivers in cars with motorized automatic
shoulder belts fail to buckle their manual lap belts," Reinfurt said.
"These people are failing to get all the protection their cars have to
offer and all the protection they need."

Automatic seat belts and air bags have become standard equipment
in many American-made cars. Most new Chrysler Corp. and Ford Motor Co.
cars already come with driver-side air bags. General Motors Corp., the
world's largest automaker, plans to install both driver- and
passenger-side air bags in all new cars sold in North America by
September 1994.

(More)



Page 3-3-3 Greenville area drivers at state average: study

Motorists who rely on just shoulder belts or air bags are
compromising their safety, said Paul B. Jones, director of the
Governor's Highway Safety Program.

"When they have a choice people are obviously forgetting to
buckle their manual lap belts," Jones said. "We are seeing more and
more crash reports where people were severely injured or killed
because they weren't wearing their manual lap belts."

Educating drivers of cars with automatic shoulder belts is a top
priority in a yearlong statewide educational effort that began last
summer, said Lauren M. Marchetti, the UNC center's pUblic information
manager.

"Air bags alone are not good enough," she said. "We want everyone
to know to use all they've got. The combination of an air bag and lap
and shoulder belts is currently the best protection available."

Last June and July, as the recent monitoring period conclUded,
the UNC center and the governor's program kicked off the educational
program about automatic seat belts and air bags. North Carolina was
one of two states to receive funding for the effort from the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

The most recent stUdy results have been shared with each region's
program leaders, who include auto dealers, health educators, insurance
agents and law enforcement and emergency medical personnel.

"They will be able to take these numbers and use them to aim
local pUblic information activities toward the people who need this
information -- those who aren't using all of the protection they
bought," Marchetti said.

The UNC center study uses the state's average belt use as a basis
for comparison, Reinfurt said. "The average should not be the number
local areas set as a goal. In fact, North Carolina's average belt use
rates lag behind those of several other states."

A new survey that began Oct. 1 may show the impact of the
program. Results are expected next spring, he said.

"To a great extent, North Carolina's numbers should be
representative of the nation's automatic seat belt use," Reinfurt
said. "A U.S. Department of Transportation study that was conducted in
19 cities and looked only at shoulder belt use arrived at numbers very
similar to those found here."

- 30 -

(Cole is a second-year graduate student at the UNC-Chapel Hill School
of Journalism and Mass Communication and a Carrboro resident.)

Greenville region program leader: Joy Rogers, Traffic Injury
Prevention Program, pitt County Memorial Hospital, Greenville, (919)
551-9142.

Print contact: Mike McFarland
Broadcast Contact: Barbara Thompson
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By CAROL B. CO,LE
UNC-CH News SerV1ces

CHAPEL HILL -- Triad area drivers are more likely to buckle up
than the average N.C. motorist, according to the nation's most
comprehensive study of lap and shoulder belt use in cars with
automatic systems.

Figures released today (Nov. 4) by the University of North
Carolina Highway Safety Research Center in Chapel Hill show that in
vehicles with the three most common types of automatic restraint
systems, motorists in the GreensborojWinston-SalemjHigh Point region
wear their shoulder belts at levels slightly above the state average,
said Dr. Donald W. Reinfurt, associate director of the center.

But there is room for improvement. "Triad drivers fell below the
state average when it comes to using manual belts," Reinfurt said.
"Less than three out of 10 drivers were observed with buckled manual
lap belts when a motorized shoulder belt was available."

The three types of automatic restraint systems include lap and
shoulder belts that fit automatically around the motorist. In another,
shoulder belts fasten automatically, but lap belts must be buckled
manually. The third system combines an air bag and manual lap-and­
shoulder belts.

UNC center researchers have observed more than 8,000 N.C. drivers
in newer cars over the last three years. The surveys, conducted for
the Governor's Highway Safety Program, monitor the effect of the
state's 6-year-old seat belt law and related safety trends.

In the most recent survey, Triad region drivers were among 2,415
observed between mid-March and early June across the state.
Researchers recorded automatic safety belt use at 36 sites in six
regions: the Triad, Charlotte, Asheville, Greenville, Raleigh-Durham
and Wilmington.

(More)

The Universirv.of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
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The Triad region comprises 14 counties: Alamance, Alleghany,
Ashe, Caswell, Davidson, Davie, Forsyth, Guilford, Randolph,
Rockingham, Stokes, Surry, Wilkes and Yadkin.

Researchers also monitored overall belt use in all types of
vehicles at 72 other sites across the state. Urban and rural areas
were represented.

Overall safety belt use ranged from 66 percent in the Raleigh­
Durham region to 47 percent in the Asheville region, according to the
survey. The Triad region was second at 63 percent, followed by the
Charlotte region (61 percent), the Greenville region (58 percent) and
the Wilmington region (50 percent). Urban area drivers posted higher
use rates than rural drivers.

Among N.C. motorists with automatic systems, 76 percent had their
shoulder belts fastened, and 64 percent wore their lap belts.

But motorists with certain types of automatic belts rated much
lower in lap belt usage. For instance, only 20 percent of those whose
cars were equipped with non-motorized automatic shoulder belts and
manual lap belts had fastened their lap belts. When the shoulder belt
was motorized, 34 percent wore their manual lap belts.

In cars where shoulder and lap belts were both automatic, lap
belt usage jumped to 75 percent. sixty-five percent of motorists in
air bag-equipped vehicles wore their lap belts.

Regardless of the type of restraint system, drivers under age 25
posted the lowest shoulder and lap belt use rates of all age groups.
In general, females' use of all belt systems surpassed males'. Black
drivers posted higher shoulder belt and lap belt use rates than white
drivers, except for using manual lap belts with motorized automatic
shoulder belts.

The survey results show that automation does not necessarily
result in higher usage rates, Reinfurt said.

"Although lap belt use is high in cars with completely automatic
lap-and-shoulder belts, it is extremely low in cars in which the
shoulder belt is automatic and the driver has to manually buckle the
lap belt," he said.

"More than six out of 10 drivers in cars with motorized automatic
shoulder belts fail to buckle their manual lap belts," Reinfurt said.
"These people are failing to get all the protection their cars have to
offer and all the protection they need."

Automatic seat belts and air bags have become standard equipment
in many American-made cars. Most new Chrysler Corp. and Ford Motor Co.
cars already come with driver-side air bags. General Motors Corp., the
world's largest automaker, plans to install both driver- and
passenger-side air bags in all new cars sold in North America by
september 1994.

(More)
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Motorists who rely on just shoulder belts or air bags are
compromising their safety, said Paul B. Jones, director of the
Governor's Highway Safety Program.

"When they have a choice people are obviously forgetting to
buckle their manual lap belts," Jones said. "We are seeing more and
more crash reports where people were severely injured or killed
because they weren't wearing their manual lap belts."

Educating drivers of cars with automatic shoulder belts is a top
priority in a yearlong statewide educational effort that began last
summer, said Lauren M. Marchetti, the UNC center's pUblic information
manager.

"Air bags alone are not good enough," she said. "We want everyone
to know to use all they've got. The combination of an air bag and lap
and shoulder belts is currently the best protection available."

Last June and July, as the recent monitoring period concluded,
the UNC center and the governor's program kicked off the educational
program about automatic seat belts and air bags. North Carolina was
one of two states to receive funding for the effort from the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

The most recent study results have been shared with each region's
program leaders, who include auto dealers, health educators, insurance
agents and law enforcement and emergency medical personnel.

"They will be able to take these numbers and use them to aim
local pUblic information activities toward the people who need this
information -- those who aren't using all of the protection they
bought," Marchetti said.

The UNC center study uses the state's average belt use as a basis
for comparison, Reinfurt said. "The average should not be the number
local areas set as a goal. In fact, North Carolina's average belt use
rates lag behind those of several other states."

A new survey that began Oct. 1 may show the impact of the
program. Results are expected next spring, he said.

"To a great extent, North Carolina's numbers should be
representative of the nation's automatic seat belt use," Reinfurt
said. "A U.S. Department of Transportation study that was conducted in
19 cities and looked only at shoulder belt use arrived at numbers very
similar to those found here."

- 30 -

(Cole is a second-year graduate student at the UNC-Chapel Hill School
of Journalism and Mass Communication and a Carrboro resident.)

Triad region program leaders: Mike Reavis, Yadkin County Health
Department, Yadkinville, (919) 679-4203, and Sgt. Charlie Knight,
Greensboro Police Department, (919) 373-2216.

Print contact: Mike McFarland
Broadcast Contact: Barbara Thompson
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Triangle area drivers post highest
safety belt use rates in state: study

By CAROL B. COLE
UNC-CH News Services

CHAPEL HILL -- Triangle area drivers have posted the highest
overall safety belt use rate -- 66 percent -- in the state, according
to the nation's most comprehensive study of lap and shoulder belt use
in cars with automatic systems.

Figures released today (Nov. 4) by the University of North
Carolina Highway Safety Research Center in Chapel Hill showed overall
belt rates in other regions ranged from 63 percent in the Winston­
Salem/Greensboro/High Point Triad region to 47 percent in the
Asheville region.

Triangle drivers still need to improve their safety habits, said
Dr. Donald W. Reinfurt, associate director of the center.

"Even though Triangle drivers' use of manual lap belts in cars
with motorized automatic shoulder belts topped the state average at 42
percent, that still means that nearly six out of 10 drivers fail to
get full protection because their lap belts are not buckled," Reinfurt
said.

The three types of automatic restraint systems include lap and
shoulder belts that fit automatically around the motorist. In another,
shoulder belts fasten automatically, but lap belts must be buckled
manually. The third system combines an air bag and manual lap-and­
shoulder belts.

UNC center researchers have observed more than 8,000 N.C. drivers
in newer cars over the last three years. The surveys, conducted for
the Governor's Highway Safety Program, monitor the effect of the
state's 6-year-old seat belt law and related safety trends.

(More)

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
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(More)

In the most recent survey, Triangle region drivers were among
2,415 observed between mid-March and early June across the state.
Researchers recorded automatic safety belt use at 36 sites in six
regions: Raleigh-Durham, Asheville, Charlotte, the Triad, Greenville
and Wilmington.

The Triangle region comprises 22 counties: Chatham, Cumberland,
Durham, Edgecombe, Franklin, Granville, Halifax, Harnett, Hoke,
Johnston, Lee, Moore, Nash, Northhampton, Orange, Person, Sampson,
Vance, Wake, Warren, Wayne and Wilson.

Researchers also monitored overall belt use in all types of
vehicles at 72 other sites across the state. Urban and rural areas
were represented.

Among N.C. motorists with automatic systems, 76 percent had their
shoulder belts fastened, and 64 percent wore their lap belts.

But motorists with certain types of automatic belts rated much
lower in lap belt usage. For instance, only 20 percent of those whose
cars were equipped with non-motorized automatic shoulder belts and
manual lap belts had fastened their lap belts. When the shoulder belt
was motorized, 34 percent wore their manual lap belts.

In cars where shoulder and lap belts were both automatic, lap
belt usage jumped to 75 percent. Sixty-five percent of motorists in
air bag-equipped vehicles wore their lap belts.

Regardless of the type of restraint system, drivers under age 25
posted the lowest shoulder and lap belt use rates of all age groups.
In general, females' use of all belt systems surpassed males'. Black
drivers posted higher shoulder belt and lap belt use rates than white
drivers, except for using manual lap belts with motorized automatic
shoulder belts.

The survey results show that automation does not necessarily
result in higher usage rates, Reinfurt said.

"Although lap belt use is high in cars with completely automatic
lap-and-shoulder belts, it is extremely low in cars in which the
shoulder belt is automatic and the driver has to manually buckle the
lap belt," he said.

"More than six out of 10 drivers in cars with motorized automatic
shoulder belts fail to buckle their manual lap belts," Reinfurt said.
"These people are failing to get all the protection their cars have to
offer and all the protection they need."

Automatic seat belts and air bags have become standard equipment
in many American-made cars. Most new Chrysler Corp. and Ford Motor Co.
cars already corne with driver-side air bags. General Motors Corp., the
world's largest automaker, plans to install both driver- and
passenger-side air bags in all new cars sold in North America by
September 1994.

Motorists who
compromising their
Governor's Highway
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"When they have a choice people are obviously forgetting to
buckle their manual lap belts," Jones said. "We are seeing more and
more crash reports where people were severely injured or killed
because they weren't wearing their manual lap belts."

Educating drivers of cars with automatic shoulder belts is a top
priority in a yearlong statewide educational effort that began last
summer, said Lauren M. Marchetti, the UNC center's public information
manager.

"Air bags alone are not good enough," she said. "We want everyone
to know to use all they've got. The combination of an air bag and lap
and shoulder belts is currently the best protection available."

Last June and July, as the recent monitoring period concluded,
the UNC center and the governor's program kicked off the educational
program about automatic seat belts and air bags. North Carolina was
one of two states to receive funding for the effort from the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

The most recent study results have been shared with each region's
program leaders, who include auto dealers, health educators, insurance
agents and law enforcement and emergency medical personnel.

"They will be able to take these numbers and use them to aim
local pUblic information activities toward the people who need this
information -- those who aren't using all of the protection they
bought," Marchetti said.

The UNC center study uses the state's average belt use as a basis
for comparison, Reinfurt said. "The average should not be the number
local areas set as a goal. In fact, North Carolina's average belt use
rates lag behind those of several other states."

A new survey that began Oct. 1 may show the impact of the
program. Results are expected next spring, he said.

"To a great extent, North Carolina's numbers should be
representative of the nation's automatic seat belt use," Reinfurt
said. "A u.S. Department of Transportation study that was conducted in
19 cities and looked only at shoulder belt use arrived at numbers very
similar to those found here."

- 30 -

(Cole is a second-year graduate student at the UNC-Chapel Hill School
of Journalism and Mass Communication and a Carrboro resident.)

Triangle region program leader: Jeff Lowrance, UNC Highway Safety
Research Center, Chapel Hill, (919) 962-2202 or (800) 672-4527.

Print contact: Mike McFarland
Broadcast contact: Barbara Thompson
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Wilmington area drivers below state
average in safety belt use: study

By CAROL B. CO.LE
UNC-CH News SerVlces

CHAPEL HILL -- Wilmington area drivers buckle up less often than
the average North Carolinian, according to the nation's most
comprehensive study of lap and shoulder belt use in cars with
automatic systems.

Figures released today (Nov. 4) by the University of North
Carolina Highway Safety Research Center in Chapel Hill show that in
vehicles with the three most common types of automatic restraint
systems, Wilmington area drivers used both shoulder and lap belts at
levels below the state average, said Dr. Donald W. Reinfurt, associate
director of the center.

"The difference in automatic belt use in the Wilmington region
and the state's ranged from three to 12 percentage points," Reinfurt
said. "Residents of the city of Wilmington and New Hanover County
posted the highest usage rates in the region with overall belt use at
58 percent."

The three types of automatic restraint systems include lap and
shoulder belts that fit automatically around the motorist. In another,
shoulder belts fasten automatically, but lap belts must be buckled
manually. The third system combines an air bag and manual lap-and­
shoulder belts.

UNC center researchers have observed more than 8,000 N.C. drivers
in newer cars over the last three years. The surveys, conducted for
the Governor's Highway Safety Program, monitor the effect of the
state's 6-year-old seat belt law and related safety trends.

In the most recent survey, Wilmington region drivers were among
2,415 observed between mid-March and early June across the state.
Researchers recorded automatic safety belt use at 36 sites in six
regions: Wilmington, Asheville, Charlotte, the Triad, Raleigh-Durham
and Greenville.

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (More)
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or air bags are
director of the

rely on just shoulder belts
safety, said Paul B. Jones,
Safety Program.

(More)

The Wilmington region comprises six counties: Bladen, Brunswick,
Columbus, New Hanover, Pender and Robeson.

Researchers also monitored overall belt use in all types of
vehicles at 72 other sites across the state. Urban and rural areas
were represented.

Overall safety belt use ranged from 66 percent in the Raleigh­
Durham region to 47 percent in the Asheville region, according to the
survey. The Triad region was second at 63 percent, followed by the
Charlotte region (61 percent), the Greenville region (58 percent) and
the Wilmington region (50 percent). Urban area drivers posted higher
use rates than rural drivers.

Among N.C. motorists with automatic systems, 76 percent had their
shoulder belts fastened, and 64 percent wore their lap belts.

But motorists with certain types of automatic belts rated much
lower in lap belt usage. For instance, only 20 percent of those whose
cars were equipped with non-motorized automatic shoulder belts and
manual lap belts had fastened their lap belts. When the shoulder belt
was motorized, 34 percent wore their manual lap belts.

In cars where shoulder and lap belts were both automatic, lap
belt usage jumped to 75 percent. Sixty-five percent of motorists in
air bag-equipped vehicles wore their lap belts.

Regardless of the type of restraint system, drivers under age 25
posted the lowest shoulder and lap belt use rates of all age groups.
In general, females' use of all belt systems surpassed males'. Black
drivers posted higher shoulder belt and lap belt use rates than white
drivers, except for using manual lap belts with motorized automatic
shoulder belts.

The survey results show that automation does not necessarily
result in higher usage rates, Reinfurt said.

"Although lap belt use is high in cars with completely automatic
lap-and-shoulder belts, it is extremely low in cars in which the
shoulder belt is automatic and the driver has to manually buckle the
lap belt," he said.

"More than six out of 10 drivers in cars with motorized automatic
shoulder belts fail to buckle their manual lap belts," Reinfurt said.
"These people are failing to get all the protection their cars have to
offer and all the protection they need."

Automatic seat belts and air bags have become standard equipment
in many American-made cars. Most new Chrysler Corp. and Ford Motor Co.
cars already come with driver-side air bags. General Motors Corp., the
world's largest automaker, plans to install both driver- and
passenger-side air bags in all new cars sold in North America by
September 1994.

Motorists who
compromising their
Governor's Highway
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"When they have a choice people are obviously forgetting to
buckle their manual lap belts," Jones said. "We are seeing more and
more crash reports where people were severely injured or killed
because they weren't wearing their manual lap belts."

Educating drivers of cars with automatic shoulder belts is a top
priority in a yearlong statewide educational effort that began last
summer, said Lauren M. Marchetti, the UNC center's pUblic information
manager.

"Air bags alone are not good enough," she said. "We want everyone
to know to use all they've got. The combination of an air bag and lap
and shoulder belts is currently the best protection available."

Last June and July, as the recent monitoring period concluded,
the UNC center and the governor's program kicked off the educational
program about automatic seat belts and air bags. North Carolina was
one of two states to receive funding for the effort from the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

The coordinating agenices awarded New Hanover Regional Medical
Center and the New Hanover County Health Department a $25,000 grant to
conduct the community program, making Wilmington an area for special
scrutiny.

The most recent study results have been shared with each region's
program leaders, who include auto dealers, health educators, insurance
agents and law enforcement and emergency medical personnel.

"They will be able to take these numbers and use them to aim
local pUblic information activities toward the people who need this
information -- those who aren't using all of the protection they
bought," Marchetti said.

The UNC center study uses the state's average belt use as a basis
for comparison, Reinfurt said. "The average should not be the number
local areas set as a goal. In fact, North Carolina's average belt use
rates lag behind those of several other states."

A new survey that began Oct. 1 may show the impact of the
program. Results are expected next spring, he said.

"To a great extent, North Carolina's numbers should be
representative of the nation's automatic seat belt use," Reinfurt
said. "A U.S. Department of Transportation study that was conducted in
19 cities and looked only at shoulder belt use arrived at numbers very
similar to those found here."

- 30 -

(Cole is a second-year graduate student at the UNC-Chapel Hill School
of Journalism and Mass Communication and a Carrboro resident.)

wilmington region program leaders: Carol Bosworth, Traffic Injury
Prevention Program, New Hanover Memorial Hospital, Wilmington, (919)
343-2698; Denise Teachey, New Hanover County Health Department,
Wilmington, (919) 251-3234; and Connie Scott, Robeson County Health
Department, Lumberton, (919) 671-251-3234.

Print contact: Mike McFarland
Broadcast contact: Barbara Thompson
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Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles to visit
N.C., kick off child passenger safety week

Friday, Feb. 7, News conferences at airports in
Wilmington. Raleigh-Durham, Greensboro, Asheville

Donatello and Michaelangelo, two of the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles,
will visit North Carolina Friday, Feb. 7, to help state officials kick
off Child Passenger Safety Awareness Week. The turtles will
participate in news conferences at airports in Wilmington, Raleigh­
Durham, Greensboro and Asheville to show they support kids in seat
belts and child safety seats. (See next page for details about the
visit to each city.) It marks the first time that the cartoon and
movie characters have promoted seat belts and child seats.

The Ninja Turtles' appearance is part of this year's Child Passenger
Safety Awareness Week (Feb. 9-15) activities, which are being
coordinated and sponsored by the University of North Carolina Highway
Safety Research Center and the Governor's Highway Safety Program.

The turtles will join local law enforcement officials, health
educators and representatives from the UNC center and the Governor's
Highway Safety Program at each airport, where they will be greeted by
children from local day care and kindergarten classes. The turtles,
who pantomime but do not talk, will pose for photos with the kids.

Local officials will announce the characters' state and national
involvement and unveil a new slogan that will be used on future Ninja
Turtle materials. To encourage kids to buckle up, the Turtles will
say, "CowaBUCKLE Dudel," a spin-off of their popular saying "Cowa
Bunga Dude."

Law enforcement officials will present "Saved by the Safety Seat" and
"Saved by the Safety Belt" awards to local children who survived
serious automobile crashes because they were restrained by a safety
seat or safety belt. The officials will describe the crashes and the
possible outcomes if the children had not been protected.

After Friday's visit, the Ninja Turtles will go to Washington, D.C.,
where they will appear Tuesday, Feb. 11, with Dr. C. Everett Koop,
retired u.s. Surgeon General and chairman of the National Safe Kids
Campaign, at a news conference kicking off national Child Passenger
Awareness Week activities.

- 30 -
Print Contact: Mike McFarland
Broadcast Contact: Barbara Thompson

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill



Ninja Turtle News Conference Schedule -- Friday, Feb. 7

Wilmington
Time: 9 a.m. to 10 a.m.

Place: New Hanover International Airport, first level, area next to
baggage pickup.

Participants: Bob Winfry, vice president, and Carol Bosworth, Injury
Prevention Program, New Hanover Regional Medical Center; law
enforcement officials from New Hanover, Robeson and surrounding
counties; UNC center and Governor's Highway Safety Program
representatives; and children receiving awards.

Contact: Carol Bosworth, (919) 343-2698

Raleigh-Durham
Time: 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.

Place: Raleigh-Durham International Airport, Aeronautical (Aero­
-Services) conference room, (919) 840-2200

Participants: Col. W.A. Ballard, commander, N.C. Highway Patrol; law
enforcement officials from Cary, Durham, Greenville and possibly
Charlotte; UNC center and Governor's Highway Safety Program
representatives; and children receiving awards.

Contact: Jeff Lowrance, (919) 962-2202

Greensboro, High Point, Winston-Salem
Time: 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Place: Piedmont-Triad International Airport, area next to Airport
Authority Administration Office.

Participants: UNC center and Governor's Highway Safety Program
representatives; law enforcement officials from Guilford, Forsyth and
Yadkin counties; and children receiving awards.

Contact: Officer Tony Aprile, (919) 373-2216

Asheville
Time: 3:45 p.m. to 4:45 p.m.

Place: Asheville Regional Airport, Piedmont Aviation, (704) 684-6873)

Participants: Marcia Tate, Haywood County Health Department; law
enforcement officials from Buncombe, Haywood and McDowell counties;
ONC center and Governor's Highway Safety Program representatives; and
children receiving awards.

Contact: Marcia Tate, (704) 452-6675

Note: Reporters from anywhere in the state can call Jeff Lowrance at
the UNC center for more details. He can be reached at 1-800-672-4527.

###
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Parents shouldn't depend only
on child safety seats for protection
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By JEFF LOWRANCE
Highway Safety Research Center

CHAPEL HILL -- Automatic seat belt systems and air bags in newer
cars do not automatically work well with child safety seats, according
to an expert at the University of North Carolina Highway Safety
Research Center.

Parents owning newer cars must take extra steps to adequately
protect their small children, said William L. Hall, the UNC center's
manager for children and youth studies.

"For the most part, automatic seat belts and air bags are good
safety devices that have benefited many people," he said. "But parents
and other drivers of children need to know that there are problems
involved with using these automatic systems with child safety seats."

Hall's comments come as the state prepares to observe North
Carolina Child Passenger Safety Awareness Week Feb. 9-15. The event,
which is proclaimed by Gov. James Martin and sponsored by the
Governor's Highway Safety Program, coincides with a national
observance. Organizers stress the importance of parents and others
driving children making sure youngsters get the most protection
possible.

Hall cautioned that none of the automatic shoulder belts
installed in cars as standard equipment can secure a child safety seat
at all. The lap belts supplied with most automatic systems will lockup
only in a crash or sudden stop. This means that the lap belt cannot be
pulled down tight and locked, which is necessary to secure a child
seat.

(More)

--- .._._-~---~----------------_._-----.---

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
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The National Highway Traffic and Safety Administration (NHTSA)
warns that passenger-side air bags could injure newborns and infants
riding in the front seat, Hall said.

"When an airbag deploys, it inflates quickly to cushion the
occupant," he said. "In order to inflate so quickly, the air bag has
to pop out of the dash with a good deal of force.

"Rear-facing infant carriers placed in the front seat rest so
close to the dash they will catch the brunt of the air bag's force
before it fully inflates. NHTSA feels this could place too much force
on the infant carrier and the baby."

Cars come equipped with automatic seat belts or air bags only in
the driver- and right-front-passeneger seating positions. Currently,
only a few models come with passenger-side air bags as a standard
feature, but more will be available in the near future. Cars have been
equipped with automatic restraint systems since the late 1980s.

Results of previous UNC center studies show that the back seat is
usually the safest place for children during a crash. Many parents,
however, like to keep their newborn and infant children in front,
where they can be watched. Parents and guardians who drive newer cars
should consider what type of restraint system their cars have and the
effort it will take to protect their children in the front seat, Hall
said.

WA good guideline to remember is if the baby weighs 20 pounds or
less it must be placed in a rear-facing child seat," he said. WAnd no
rear-facing child seat should be placed where there is an air bag.

"For children who weigh more than 20 pounds and can ride in
front-facing safety seats, parents should refer to their vehicle's
owners manual. Each car manufacturer has recommendations for the use
of front-facing child seats in cars with passenger-side air bags."

Cars without air bags come with one of two basic types of
automatic seat belt systems. In one, both lap and shoulder belts work
automatically. In the second, the shoulder belt works automatically,
but the lap belt must be buckled manually.

Cars with the automatic lap and shoulder belts can be modified to
handle forward-facing child seats in front seating positions. Parents
can take the car back to the dealer and have a manual lap belt
installed. This manual belt will lock and hold the child seat
securely. General Motors dealerships will install these belts on GM
cars free of charge.

(More)
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using a safety seat in the front seat of a car with automatic
shoulder'belts and manual lap belts is more difficult, Hall said.

"The manufacturers of most cars with automatic shoulder and
manual lap systems recommend that parents purchase special heavy-duty
locking clips from the dealerships," he said. "These clips shorten the
lap belt enough to hold the child seat tightly, but can be difficult
and inconvenient to use. Usually, the best solution for these cars is
to fasten the child seat in the back seat."

Hall cautioned, however, that newer cars with rear-seat lap-and­
shoulder belts may require different locking clips for child seat use.

"The lap-shoulder belts found in the back seat of newer cars
provide good protection to adults and older children. The only
drawback is that they need to be adjusted with a locking clip to
secure a child seat. The locking clip needed for this use usually
comes with the child seat and is easy to use."

The middle seating position in the rear seat usually comes with a
standard manual lap belt. This position works well with child seats
and no locking clip is needed, Hall said.

"One of the best things parents and guardians can do is to read
the instructions that came with their child's seat and read their
vehicles' owners manual," Hall said. "Then they need to follow those
instructions and recommendations."

Parents with questions about child safety seats, automatic seat
belts or air bags can call the UNC center Monday through Friday from 8
a.m. to 5 p.m. at (919) 962-2202 or toll free in North Carolina at 1­
800-672-4527.

- 30 -

Note: Hall is available for interviews and additional questions from
reporters about child safety. Call him at (919) 962-2202 or toll-free
in North Carolina at 1-800-672-4527.

Print Contact: Mike McParland
Broadcast Contact: Barbara Thompson
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By JEFF LOWRANCE
Highway Safety Research Center

CHAPEL HILL -- Heroes to kids and now champions of safety, the
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles are helping North Carolina promote seat
belts and child safety seats.

The Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles one-day tour of the state
Friday, Feb. 7, kicked off N.C. Child Passenger Safety Awareness Week
and initiated their pUblic support for the use of seat belts and child
safety seats. The Turtles' visit and other awareness week activities
Feb. 9-15 are sponsored by the University of North Carolina Highway
Safety Research Center and the Governor's Highway Safety Program.

"Knowing that automobile crashes are the number one threat to the
lives of children, we are proud and excited to have the Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles help deliver the message that children need special
protection," said Lauren M. Marchetti, manager for public information
programs at the UNC center.

"The Turtles will be teaming up with hard-working people in North
Carolina and all across the nation to help children get the best
protection possible when travelling on the road," she said.

Two of the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, Donatello and
Michaelangelo, greeted day care and elementary school children and
appeared at airport news conferences in Asheville, Greensboro, Raleigh
and Wilmington. At each site, law enforcement officers and emergency
medical professionals presented "Saved by the Safety Seat" and "Saved
by the Safety Belt" awards to local children who survived serious
automobile crashes because they were restrained by a safety seat or
safety belt.

During the news conferences, Donatello and Michaelangelo joined
with state representatives and local officials to unveil "Cowa-BUCKLE
Dudel" -- a new slogan that will be used on future Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtle materials to encourage kids to buckle up. "Cowa-BUCKLE
Dudel" is a spin-Off of "Cowabunga Dude," the Turtles' popular saying.

(More)

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
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"Kids love the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles," said Mark and Renay
Freedman of Surge Licensing Inc., the exclusive worldwide licensors of
the Turtles. "We are pleased that the Turtles will carry such an
important message as child passenger safety awareness to the kids who
hold them so dear."

The Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles' involvement with seat belts and
child passenger safety originated from discussions between officials
from the New Hanover Regional Medical Center's Traffic Injury
Prevention Program in Wilmington and Surge Licensing Inc. The UNC
center and the Governor's Highway Safety Program then worked with
Surge Licensing to bring Donatello and Michaelangelo to North
Carolina.

"It's fitting that the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles first show
their support of seat belts and child safety seats in North Carolina,"
Marchetti said. "North Carolina was one of the first states to pass a
child passenger protection law. The children who received awards are
living proof that the law has been effective."

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration is scheduled
to announce that the Turtles will be national spokesmen for passenger
safety at a Washington, D.C., news conference on Tuesday, Feb. 11.
Also expected to participate are James A. Bussey, U.S. Secretary of
Transportation, and Dr. C. Everett Koop, chairman of the National Safe
Kids Campaign and retired U.S. Surgeon General.

"National Child Passenger Safety Awareness Week is a time to
celebrate the benefits of child passenger laws and child safety
seats," Marchetti said. "The Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles certainly
bring something special to this celebration."

- 30 -

Note: Names of "Saved by the Belt" and "Saved by the Seat" award
recipients are available from News Services. The children, parents and
investigating officers involved are from Wilmington, Asheville, Mars
Hill, Canton, Nebo, Yadkinville, Haywood County and Durham. Also
available from News Services is a graphic of the new Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles logo with the "Cowa-BUCKLE Dude I " slogan.

Print Contact: Mike McFarland
Broadcast Contact: Barbara Thompson
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Children Receiving Awards •• Friday, February 7

1. Micheern Michael Robinson
Parent••Terry Hardwick
46 WestDrive
Wilmington, NC
Investigating Offlcer « Brian Pettis, Wilmington Police, (919) 343-3600

2. David Trapp (11 months)
Parent -. Robert Allen Trapp
3308 Red Berry Drive
Wilmington, NC
Investigating Offlcer « A.B. Wadell, Wilmington Police, (919) 343·3600

3. KatieTrapp (3.5 years)
sameas number 2

4. Cory Cox (2.5 years)
Parent·· Penny Cox .- also receiving award
74 Ivy Ridge Circle
Mars Hill, NC 28754
Investigating Officer .. Tom Battle, Asheville Police, (704) 259·5870

5. Megan Morgan (8 years)
Parent _. Sally Morgan -- also receiving award
4 Wilmoore Road
Canton, NC 28716
Investigating Officer -- Trooper D.L. Hall, SHP, (704) 627-2851

6. Molly Morgan (4 years)
sameas number 5

7. Travis Wayne Perkins (6 years)
Parent -- Pamand Wayne Perkins
Tanya Drive
Nebo, NC 28752
For more information contact-- Mr. Carroll Hemphill, McDowell EMS, (704) 652-3982

8. Christina Nicole Matthews (13 months)
Parent -. Rebecca C. Matthews
Rt. 5, Box 354-A
Yadkinville, NC 27055
Investigating Officer -- DaleTrivette -- Yadkin Co. EMS, (919) 679-4232

9. Kathy Boydston
Information pending _. Haywood County

10. Steven Williams
Parent -- Ricky S. Williams
Durham
-Investigating Officer -- Stan McHenry, Durham Police, (919) 560-4314

* May have more but will not know untiljust priorto presentation.
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By JEFF LOWRANCE
UNC Highway Safety Research Center

CHAPEL HILL More North Carolina motorists must start using

their seat belts or the state risks losing future federal funding for

highway safety programs.

According to research results released today (May 8) by the

University of North Carolina Highway Safety Research Center, a

significant percentage of additional drivers must buckle up or the

state will lose more than $100,000 in grant funds for law enforcement

traffic safety training and seat belt and child passenger safety

education programs.

"Sixty-two percent of North Carolina drivers in all types of

vehicles -- cars, trucks and vans -- are currently using their seat

belts," said Dr. Donald W. Reinfurt, associate director for analysis

studies at the UNC center.

"This is an increase of two percentage points over the last

survey," he said. "But in order for the state to qualify for the

additional federal funding, North Carolina must reach a use rate of 70

percent, an increase of eight more percentage points, by the fall of

1993."
The federal funding in question is part of a three-year program

designed to promote compliance with seat belt and motorcycle helmet
laws. States initially qualify by having mandatory safety belt and

motorcycle helmet use laws. During the second and third years of the

program, states must reach certain levels of seat belt and helmet use.

(More)

-~----_._--------_._~--_._-_._--------_.._~--_._------.
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North Carolina's motorcycle helmet use traditionally has been

high -- more than 90 percent -- but belt use has hovered around 60

percent for several years.

"Although 70-percent usage may seem like an ambitious goal, North

Carolina did have a usage rate of 78 percent in early 1987 when the

belt law first went into effect," said Reinfurt.

The current 62-percent belt use rate, which is based on

observational surveys at 72 sites, is an overall statewide measure.

Regional belt use rates range from a low of 40 percent in the

southeast to a high of 67 percent in the central and eastern Piedmont

regions including the Triad and Triangle areas, according to the UNC

center. Other regional safety belt use rates are 63 percent in the

foothills and southwest Piedmont, 55 percent in the coastal plains and

51 percent in the western mountains.

Urban areas in all regions posted higher use rates than rural

areas. Drivers of cars were observed belted more often than drivers of

pickup trucks and vans by more than 20 percentage points.

liNC center researchers will conduct more observational surveys

this fall and in spring 1993 to determine if the state has reached the

70-percent rate and qualifies for the federal funding. The UNC center

has monitored and recorded the state's seat belt use since 1985

through projects funded by the Governor's Highway Safety Program.

"High seat belt use is a win-win situation for North Carolina,"

said Paul B. Jones, program director. "High belt use will mean fewer

injuries and deaths on our state's highways. That translates into less

money taxpayers have to spend on health care and health and auto

insurance. High belt use also means that North Carolina will continue

to receive needed federal funding for safety programs."

liNC center researchers are studying use of automatic restraint

systems found in newer cars and conducting a yearlong statewide

program to inform state motorists about correct use of automatic seat

belts and air bags.

"Many drivers and front seat passengers in cars with automatic

shoulder belts are not buckling their manual lap belts," said Lauren

M. Marchetti, the liNC center's manager of public information programs.

"It's important that these people know that they are not getting
the full protection their cars have to offer if their lap belts aren't

buckled," she said.
(More)
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Automatic restraint systems come in three types. In one, lap and

shoulder belts fit automatically around the motorist. In the second,
shoulder belts move into place automatically, but lap belts must be

buckled manually. The third system combines an air bag and manual lap­

and-shoulder belts.
UNC center researchers have observed more than 9,000 N.C. drivers

in cars with automatic restraints over the last four years.

The latest observational surveys show that nearly two-thirds of
drivers with motorized automatic shoulder belts fail to buckle their

manual lap belts. In contrast, about 70 percent of drivers in cars
equipped with air bags are using their manual lap-and-shoulder belts.

"Seat belt use in cars with air bags is important because air

bags will only deploy in frontal crashes," Marchetti said.
Meanwhile, the Independent Insurance Agents of North Carolina

Inc. will participate in the statewide, automatic belt education
effort, UNC center officials said. Agents will conduct programs and
sponsor events in their individual communities, promoting the correct

use of seat belts.
"The l,OOO-mernber organization of the Independent Insurance

Agents of North Carolina will help make the state program a local
endeavor," Marchetti said. "Independent insurance agents are in every
county in the state. It is through local programs that the most gains
in belt use can be achieved."

State and local agencies are launching other programs to

encourage motorists to buckle up. Law enforcement agencies across the
state will participate in "Operation Buckle Down" and the "Summertime

Blues" campaigns. Both programs involve increased enforcement efforts
combined with high-profile public information activities.

"Seat belts payoff in lives saved and injuries prevented and can

even bring more money to the state," Marchetti said. "Seventy-percent
belt use will mean more money, but more importantly it will mean more
people surviving crashes."

- 30 -

Note: The Independent Insurance Agents of North Carolina Inc. will
distribute a news release Monday, May 11, detailing the involvement of
agents in seat belt programs across the state. For more information,
call Pat Williams at 1-800-849-6556.

Print Contact: Mike McFarland
Broadcast Contact: Barbara Thompson
Highway Safety Research Center Contact: Jeff Lowrance, (919) 962-2202
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UNe study shows death, serious injury
rate drops as seat belt use increases

Dec. 16, 1992 - No. 742

BY DAVID WILLIAMSON
UNC-CH News Services

(EMBARGOED) CHAPEL HILL -- The rate of serious and fatal

automobile crash injuries has dropped by about a third across the

state since passage of North Carolina's mandatory seat belt law,

according to a new study.

The study, conducted at the University of North Carolina's

Highway Safety Research Center, shows that the death and serious

injury rate for front seat occupants of cars, vans and pickup trucks

had risen steadily to 5 five percent by late 1985, the year the law

went into effect.

During the 15-month warning ticket phase of the law, from October

1985 to January 1987, deaths and major injuries leveled off. Since

then, they have dropped to less than 3.5 percent of the total, a 30

percent reduction.

"We are excited about these results because we think they show

pretty conclusively that the seat belt law is having its intended

effect, which is to protect state motorists," said Dr. Donald W.

Reinfurt, associate director of the center. "Belt use by people
covered by the law has gone up at the same time the death and injury

rate has gone down."
Other factors, such as safer vehicles or less of the more

dangerous night driving could also be playing a role, Reinfurt said.

The l.'nivcrsitv of North Carolina at Chapel Hill



it is climbing, which is a good sign that people in newer cars are

choosing to use all the protection their cars offer."

North Carolina was one of two states receiving grants from the

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration last year to devise

strategies for educating the pUblic about automatic restraint systems.

Forgetting to buckle lap belts when a car is equipped with an

automatic shoulder belt, not buckling manual lap and shoulder belts in

air bag-equipped cars and positioning shoulder belts improperly are
the most common forms of misuse, she said.

"A lot of people in communities across the state have worked hard

over the past year to educate drivers about automatic restraints and

air bags," Marchetti said. "They include law enforcement officers,

emergency medical and health professionals, corporate safety people

and independent insurance agents. We appreciate all their efforts,

which have made a difference."
- 30-

Note: Marchetti can supply the names of individuals in the six regions
of North Carolina who participated in the education program. She and
Reinfurt can be reached at 800-672-4527 or (919) 962-2202 for more
information.

Print contact: David Williamson
Broadcast Contact: Barbara Thompson



FEDERAL FUNDS THREATENED

Low seat...belt use could cost state
• Nearly four out of 10 driv­
ers in NorthCarolina don't
useseatbelts. Inaddition to
costing lives, it could cost the
statemoney nextyear. '

By TAFf WIREBACK
Staff Writer I

North Carolina may get belted
out of a federal safety program
next year if the state's drivers don't
improve th~ rate of seat-belt use.

A recent study by the UNCHigh·

way Safety Research Center found
that, statewide, only 62 percent of
drivers are buckling up.

Federal and 'state officials are not
amused. If that doesn't improve to
70 percent by the fall of1993, Uncle
Sam may dock the state $100,000
per year in safety education funds.

Meanwhile,' the State Highway
Patrol has stepped up enforcement
of the seat belt law, enacted in 1985.
Citations and $25 fines for belt-law
violations increased from 83,000 in
1989 to 117,000 last year.

So why would someone not use a
belt?

"Some folks 'claim they don't
wear them just because they don't
think about them," said Jeff Lowr­
ance, of the safety center in Chapel
Hill. "Others think they aren't com­
fortable."

Drivers in the Triad and other
urban areas are more likely to use
belts, the UNC study found. Two of
three drivers in those areas use

\belts, Usage is lowest in the moun-
tains and southeastern part of the
state.

Greensboro has even better co­
operation: Four of five drivers
there buckle up,

Tony Aprile, of the Greensboro
Police Department's traffic divi­
sion, credits the department's ago
gressive education program.

Statewide, pickup trucks and
business vans have the lowest rate
of compliance, 20 percent lower
than passenger cars, the UNC
study says.

Usage is especially low among
pickup drivers. Lowrance said it
may be because drivers feel more \
secure in a truck - which he says '
is a false sense of security because
trucks usually don't have as many
safety features as cars.

Buckle up: Loot you save may be your state's

Overall seat belt use by region

Poor safety-belt habits
imperil N.C. tax funds

By CRAie WHITLOCK
Staff writer

CHAPEL HILL - Unless more
pickup truck drivers, young peo­
ple and rural residents start buck­
ling up, North Carolina may not
get $100,000 in Cederal funding for
highway safety programs.

A study released Friday by the
University of North Carolina
Highway Safety Research Center
shows that 62percent of drivers in
the state use their seat belts.

That figure needs to climb to 70
percent by the fall of 1993 Cor
North Carolina to become eligible
for an estimated $100,000 in feder­
al funds. The money would be
used to promote seat-belt use and
step up enforcement efforts.

North Carolina adopted a man­
datory seat-belt law in October
1985, the eighth state in the nation
to do so. If caught unbuckled,
motorists can be hit with a $25
fine.

Because it has seat-belt and
motorcycle-helmet laws, the state
received $428,000 from the federal
government for highway safety
programs this year. The money
came from a $151 billion mass­
transit and highway bill passed by
Congress in 1991.

North Carolina will be eligible
for an additional $300,000 next
year, assuming at least half the
state's drivers continue to wear
seat belts. But to qualify for
money in the third and final year
of the program, 70 percent of
motorists need to buckle up regu­
larly by the Call of 1993.

Source:UNCHighwaySaletyR.....rchCent...

Other states find themselves in
a similar situation. Only in Hawaii
do more than 70percent of drivers
wear seat belts.

North Carolina ranks slightly
above average in seat-belt use
nationwide, and it leads in the
Southeast. But some demographic
groups in the state are still reluc­
tant to strap themselves in their
vehicles.

"We know who some of these
groups are - pickup truck driv­
ers, young people, people from the
mountains and other rural areas
are particularly bad," said Don­
aid W. Reinfurt, associate direc­
tor for analysis studies at the UNC
center.

Overall, seat-belt use has risen

dramatically in North Carolina in
recent years. BeCore the law was
adopted, the number of drivers
wearing seat belts hovered
around 25percent, Reinfurt said.

The number of drivers who
buckled up tripled when police
started handing out tickets in
January 1987, when 78 percent of
motorists began using seat belts.

But that figure dropped soon
after and has remained steady at
about 60percent since 1987.

"When people realized they
weren't going to be ticketed every
time they didn't wear a seat belt,
a goodly percentage went back to
their old habits," Reinfurt said.

Besides educating people about
the safety risks of driving around

The1\) ... &. O"'llIV8t

unencumbered, Reinfurt said the
best way to encourage seat-belt
use was for police to redouble
enforcement efforts.

He said Highway Patrol officers
are strict about handing out tick­
ets, but that on the local level,
"there are an awful lot of police
who are soft."

The federal money goes to the
Governor's Highway Safety Pro­
gram, which allocates the bulk of
it to local police, who in turn pay
officers overtime to enforce the
seat-belt Jaw, said Don Nail, pro­
gram director.

The rest of the money pays for
public-service announcements,
education seminars in the schools
and other programs.



However, no declines in injuries have been observed either for rear

seat occupants of those vehicles or for others such as motorcyclists.

The study, sponsored the Governor's Highway Safety Program,
involved monitoring seat belt use at 72 sites across the state twice a
year since 1985. UNC observers stood at intersections and recorded the

number of front seat occupants buckling up.

"Driver belt use went from about 25 percent just prior to the

warning ticket phase to nearly 45 percent during that 15-month warning

period," Reinfurt said. "Use rates soared in the beginning of the

citation phase to nearly 80 percent and have leveled off to about 60

to 63 percent since then."
Although the number of vehicles in crashes per month has gone up

from 24,575 in mid-1985 to 30,148 most recently because of more cars

on state roads, the number of front seat occupants killed or severely
hurt dropped from 1,160 per month to 1,052, he said.

UNC researchers did not separate deaths from serious injuries

because the number of deaths fluctuates so much from month to month,

Reinfurt said. still, a study carried out by HSRC investigators for

the legislature shortly after the law passed estimated 180 lives had

been saved through the first 18 months of the citation phase.

"To me, one of the most encouraging trends is that seat belt use

in cars with air bags is going up," said Lauren M. Marchetti, a center

researcher who directed a yearlong, statewide education program to
encourage proper use of automatic seat belt systems.

"In the spring of 1991, our research showed that more than seven

of 10 drivers with automatic, motorized shoulder belts failed to

buckle their manual lap belts," Marchetti said. "More than one in

three drivers of cars with air bags either forgot or chose not to

buckle their lap and shoulder belts."

Now, she said, there is still a long way to go, but the

percentage of drivers with motorized systems who buckle lap belts has
improved to 35 percent. The percentage of belt use among drivers in
cars equipped with air bags has increased to 75 percent.

"As more cars came equipped with air bags, we feared that belt

use would dip to mirror the state average," Marchetti said. "Instead,
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Turtles bring safety
message to RDU

CowaBUCKLE. dude."
That's the message two of the

Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles will
bring to the Triangle on Friday
during a stop at Raleigh-Durham
International Airport.

Donatello and Michelangelo will
be on hand to help state officials
kick off Child Passenger Safety
Awareness Week.

They will join local
law-enforcement officials, health
educators and representatives of the
University of North Carolina
Highway Safety Research Center and
Governor's Highway Safety Program.

Children from area day-care and
kindergarten classes also will be on
hand.

"CowaBUCKlE. dude" is the slogan
that will be used on future Ninja
Turtles materials. It is a spinoff on
their well-known saying
"Cowabunga, dude."

The turtles' RDU appearance. part
of a state tour and an appearance in
Washington with the U.S. surgeon
general. marks the first time the
cartoon and movie characters have
promoted seat belts and child seats.

TURTLE MANIA ... AGAIN

The Herald-Sun/1\1ARK DOWS

Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtle "Michelangelo" gives 4-year-old Alaa Ahmad
Mubaftat a big hug during a news conference held to kick off N.C. Child Pas­
senger Safety Awareness Week at Raleigh-Durham International Airport. Alaa
was saved by a child restraint seat In an automobile accident.



Other cities, including Char­
lotte and Greenville, are sched­
uled for the demonstration as
part of a statewide education ef­
fort.

••
SIMULATED CRASH: A child and an adult dummy are thrown from an automobile in the
roll-over simulator. The two dummies were not wearing seat belts.

cited two separate examples - ''There's always a chance with Sixty-five professionals in the
one driver was ejected through any device that it will not work areas of medical care, insurance,
his sunroof and another was de- when it's supposed to," Reinfurt automobile dealership and law en-
capitated by her shoulder belt. said. "(Air bags) are not designed forcement attended the workshop
Both had failed to use their manu- to work in minor frontal crashes, to discuss the misuse of automatic
al belts. where you can still get hurt pret- car safety equipment during the

Air bags offer added protec- ty badly." demonstration at the Holiday Inn
tion, Reinfurt said, but they only Demonstrations were given in Four Seasons.
work in sizable frontal crashes a roll-over crash simulator pro-
beginning at 14 mph. The danger vided by the Tarboro Police De-
of not using a lap belt is com- partment, and Vince and Larry,
pounded by the chance that the the television crash-test dum-
air bag mechanism may not re- mies, passed out Life Savers can-
spond. dies to reiterate the message.

Buckling
down for
safety
Motorists urged
to use lap belts
By ERIKA N. DUCKWORTH

St8ffWrl....

Drivers who use motorized
shoulder belts or air bags would
reduce their chance of injury by
combining them with a manual
safety belt, safety experts said
Thursday at a demonstration in
Greensboro.

The program, "Seat Belts, Air
Bags - Use All You've Got," is a
joint public education effort of the
University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill Highway Safety Re­
search Center, the Governor's
Highway Safety Program and the
National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration.

Motorized or automatic safety
belts are only fully effective with
the combined use of a manual lap
belt, safety experts said. Without
one, a motorist can slide out from
under the belt in a crash or, in
some cases, be injured by the belt
itself.

Don Reinfurt, associate direc­
tor of the UNC research center,
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Seat belts aren't papillar
despite fines, education

MIKE F1SHERlSlIIff
SOURCE: tJNC.ChapeI HiU Hlghwll)' Safely Re8e8rch CenW

Belt use II cars wltll air
1Ia~ II

N.C. seat belt use by region

Lap belt USI In cars with
automatic shoulder belts

public service announcements on
seat belt use.

A Sept. 22 survey found 57%
with their belts on.

Drivers under 25 are the worst
offenders, the UNC study found.
Women used belts more than men.

And only about a third of drivers
with automatic shoulder restraints
also buckled their manual lap
belts. That's dangerous because
drivers and passengers can slip
under the shoulder harness during
a crash.

Both the police and the highway
safety center surveys focused on
adult use of seat belts. N.C. law,
however, also requires that chil­
dren be properly restrained. Chil­
dren under 3 years old must be
restrained in child safety seats.
Those 3 to 6 must be buckled in a
seat belt. The penalty is $25.

belts but did not have their manual
lap belts buckled.

Shoulder restraints aren't pro­
tection enough without lap belts,
the center says. Neither are air
bags if seat belts aren't also used.

Earlier this year, North Carolina
was one of two states to get federal
funding for an education program
about automatic belts and air bags
last summer. A new survey to
gauge the effectiveness of that
program began last month.

Charlotte police learned that
public education and the threat of
$25 fines can encourage people to
strap in.

An Aug. 25 police survey of
Charlotte motorists found 51%
using their seat belts. Police
stepped up enforcement, issuing
56 seat belt citations in August and
79 in September. They also issued

By BRUCE HENDERSON
Staff Writer

They've been scolded, sweet­
talked, fined and maimed, but four
out of 10 drivers in Charlotte and
surrounding counties still won't
wear their seat belts.

And that's better than some
regions of North Carolina, the UNC
Highway Safety ResearchCenter in
Chapel Hill reported Monday. In
the Asheville area, fewer than half
buckle up. In the Raleigh-Durham
area, two-thirds do.

A state law requiring seat belt
use has been in effect since 1985.

The center took a hard line
when it spied on 2,415 drivers from
March to June. Researchers, who
surveyed drivers at stop lights,
counted out those who were buck­
led behind automatic shoulder
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Triangle tops state in safety-belt use, study finds

Donald W. Reinfurt
AssocIate director, Highway Safety Research center

"Even though Triangle drivers' use of manual lap belts in cars with
motoriZed automatic shoulder belts topped the state average at 42
percent. that stili means that nearly six out of 10 drivers fail to get full
protection because their lap belts are not buckled."

By CAROL B. COLE
UNC.Qi News5enItca

OlAPEL HJLL - TrIangle area
driven haw posted the highest
overall safety belt use rate ­
66 percent - in the state, ac­
cording to a study of ~p and
shoulder belt use in can with
automatic systems.

Figura released this week by
the Uniwnity of North Carolina
Highway safety Research center
in Cl.apel HJll showed overall
belt rates in other regions
ranged from 63 percent in the
Wlnston-$alemlCreenlboroi
High Point Triad region to ;'7
percent in the Asheville region.

TrIang1e driven still need to
improve their safety habits. said
Donald W. Reinfurt. aaodate
director of the center.

"Even though Triangle driv·
en' use of manual lap belts in
can with DlOtorized automatic
shoulder belts topped the state
average at .u percent, that still
mellJll that nearly six out of 10
driven fail to get full protection
because their lap belts are not
buckled." Reinfurt said.

The three types of automatic
restraint systems include lap
and shoulder belts that tit auto­
matically around the motorist.
In another. shoulder belts fasten
automatically. but ~p belts

must be buckled manually. The :u counties: Cl.atham. Cumber­
third system combines an air land, Durham. Edgecombe,
bag and manual lap-and· Franklin. Granville. Halifax.
shoulder bellS. . Harnett. Hoke. Johnston, Lee.

UNC center researchen have Moore. Nash. Northampton. Or­
observed more than 8.000 N.C. ange. Penon. Sampson. Vance.
driven in newer can over the Wake. Warren. Wayne and
Wt three yean. The surveys. Wilson.
conducted fur the Governor's Researchers also monitored
Highway safety Program. moni- overall belt use in all types of
tor the effect of the SUte's 6- vehicles at 72 other sites acn>SS
year-old seat belt ~w and re- the SUte. Urban and rural areas
~ted safety trends. were represented.

In the most recent survey. Among N.C. motorists with
Triangle region driven were automatic systems. 76 percent
among 2.'US observed between had their shoulder belts fas­
mid·March and early June tened, and 6-4 percent wore
across the state. Researchen re- their Iap belts.
corded automatic safety belt use But motorists with certain
at 36 sites in six regions: Ra- types of automatic belts rated
leigh-Durham. Asheville. Char· much lower in lap belt usage.
lotte. the Triad. Greenville and For instance. only 20 percent of
Wilmington. those whose can were equipped

The Triangle region comprises with non·motorized automatic

shoulder belts and manual ~p
belts bad fastened their ~p

belts. When the shoulder belt
was motorized. 34 percent wore
their manual ~p belts,

In can where shoulder and
~p belts were both automatic.
~p belt usage jumped to 7S per­
cent, Sixty·five percent of mo­
torists in air bag-equipped VI!­

hides wore their ~p belts.
Regardless of the type of re­

straint system. driven under
age 2S posted the lowest shoul­
der and ~p belt use rates of all
age groups. In general. females'
use of all belt systems surpassed
males'. B~ck driven posted
higher shoulder belt and tap
belt use rates than white driv­
ers. except for using manual lap
belts with motorized automatic
shoulder belts.

The survey results show that

automation does not necessarily
result in higher usage rates, RI!­

infurt said.
"Although lap belt use is high

in can with completely auto­
matic ~JHIIld-shouider belts, it
is extremely low in cars in
which the shoulder belt is auto­
matic and the driver has to
manually buckle the lap belt,"
he said.

"More than six out of 10 driv­
en in cars with motorized auto­
matic shoulder belts fail to
buckle their tlIinual lap belts."
Reinfurt said. "These people are
failing to get all the protection
their can have to offer and all
the protection they need." Au­
tomatic seat belts and air bags
have become standard equip­
ment in many American-made
can.

Motorists who rely on just
shoulder belts or air bags are
compromising their safety, said
Paul B. Jones. director of the
Governor's Highway Safety Pro­
gram.

"When they have a choice
people are obviously forgetting
to buclde their manual lap
belts," Jones said. "We are see­
ing more and more crash re­
ports where people were se­
verely injured or killed because
they weren't wearing their
manual lap belts."

frriad drivers more likely to buckle up

state's 6-year·old seat belt law and
related safety trends.

In the most recent survey, Char­
lotte region drivers were among 2,415
observed between mid-March and

early June across the slate, Research­
ers recorded automatic safety belt
use at 36 sites in six regions: Char­
lotte, Ahseville, the Greensborol

Winston·SalemlHigh Point Triad,

Greenville, Raleigh-Durham and

Wilmington.

Motorists who rely on just shoul­
der belts or air bags are comprornis­
ing their safely, said Paul B. Jones,

director of the Governor's Highway

Safety Program.
"When they have a choice people

are obviously forgetting to buckle
their manual lap belts," Jones said.
"We are seeing more and more crash

reports where people were severely.... ..... -

n' '"'I

Above
State Average In Use Of Belts

I
r,

"

their manual lap belts," Jones said. dealers, health educators, insurance:
"We are seeing more and more crash agents and law enforcement and:
reports where people were severely emergency medical personnel. :
injured or killed because they "They will be able to take these:
weren't wearing their manual lap numbers and lise them to aim local ;
belts." .' '.' - - ._..._....

aU~~~~i~t~~~u1~Charlotte Area Drivers
ority in a yearlOl
tional effort that
said Lauren M. I
center's public i
er.

"Air bags al Charlotte area drivers are more.
enough," she sa; likely to buckle up than the average
one to know to
The cornbinatic N.C. motorist, according to the na-
lap and sh'ouldc tion's most comprehensive study of
the best protectic lap and shoulder belt use in cars with

Last June an, automatic systems.
monitoring per
UNC center and Figures released on November 4
gramkicked off by the University of North Cardlina
gram about auto Highway Safety Research Center in
air bags, North' Chapel Hill show that in vehicles
two states to rcc . .
effort from the WIth the three most common types
TrafficSafety A, of automatic restraint systems, Char·

The most re lotte area drivers wear their shoulder
have been share' bel I I I' htJ bo th
program leader' ts at eve s s Ig Y. a ve e

- state average, said Dr. Donald W.

Reinfurt, associate director of the
center,

But there is room for improve­

ment. "Even though the Charlotte

area's lap belt use is higher than the

state average,less than four outof 10
drivers are remembering to buckle
manual Ian helt~ wh,.n III m"tn';7.. tI

The survey results show that au­
tomation does not necessarily result
in higher usage rates, Reinfurt said.

"Although lap belt use is high in
car~ with completely automatic lap-

Greenville region (58 percent) and
the Wilmington region (50 percent).
Urban area drivers posted higher use
rates than rural drivers.

Among N.C. motorists with auto­
matic systems. 76 percent had their
shoulder belts fastened. and 64 per­
cent wore their lap belts.

But motorists with certain types
of automatic belts rated much lowcr
in lap belt usage. For instance. only
20 percent of those whose cars were
equipped with non-motorized auto­
matic shoulder belts and manual lap
belts had fastened their lap belts.
When the shoulder belt was motor­
ized. 34 percent wore their manual
lap belts.

In cars where shoulder and 'lap
belts were both automatic, lap belt
usage jumped to 75 percent. Sixty­
five percent of motorists in air bag­
equipped vehicles wore their lap
belts.

Regardless of the type of reo
straint system. drivers under age 25
posted the lowest shoulder and lap
belt use rates of all age groups, In
general. females" use of all belt sys­
tems surpassed males'. Black
drivers posted higher shoulder belt
and lap belt use rates than white
drivers, e*ccpl fbt using manual lap
belts with motorized automatic
shoulder belts.

But there is room for improve-,
ment. "Triad drivers feU below th~

state average when it comes to using,
manual belts,' Reinfurt said, "Less
than three out of 10drivers were ob­
served with buckled manual lap
belts when a motorized shoulder
belt was available."

The three types of automatic re­
straint systems include lap and
shoulder belts that nt automatically
around the motorist. In another.
shoulder belts fasten automatically'.
but lap belts must be bilcklCd manu":'
ally. The third system combines an
air bag and manual lap-and-shoulder
belts.

UNC center researchers have ob­
served more than 8.000 N.C. drivers
in newer cars over the last three
years. The surveys, conducted for
the Governor's Highway Safety Pro-

CHAPEL HILL - Triad area
drivers are more likely to buckle up
than the average N.C. motorist, ac­
cording to the nation's most com­
prehensive study of lap and shoulder
belt use in cars with automatic sys­
tems.

Figures released in November by
the University of North Carolimi
Highway Safety Research ICenter in
Chapel Hill show that in vehicles
with the three most common types
of automatic restraint systems. rno­
torists in the Greensboro/Winston­
Salem/High Point region wear their
shoulder belts at levels slightly
above the state average. said Dr.
Donald W. Reinfurt, associate direc­
tor of thecenter.'
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ALLEN
NORWOOD

Don't use
'seat belt?
Listen up!

,

The vehicle rolled over once,
twice, three times. .

It seemed to move in slow
motion, but the two bodies were
tossed about violently. The "
mother's head banged into the
roof, twisting her head to a gro­
tesque angle, then her shoulder
crushed the 2-year-old's stom­
ach into the dashboard.

The child was flung through a
window, and landed on the back
of his head on the blacktop.

The mother's upper body was
jammed through the other win­
dow. The vehicle - making its
last, almost lazy revolution ­
rolled onto her head and torso.

If a scene like that doesn't
convince you to wear your seat
belt, nothing will.

The bodies were dummies,
and the vehicle was a pickup cab
mounted on a revolving axle, or
rollover simulator, courtesy of
the Tarboro Police Department.
The location wasn't an interstate,
but a corner of the parking lorat
the Holiday Inn-Woodlawn,

The audience consisted of
police officers, emergency medi­
cal workers, corporate safety
.'~ andothers interested in
fl~~fery: . . .'

More than 50 attended fhurs~

day's workshop, the fifth of six
such sessions that are part of a
yearlong, statewide push to per­
suade drivers to use automatic
seat belt systems and air bags
correctly. The program is spon­
sored by the UNC Highway
Safety Research Center and the
Governor's Highway Safety Pro-

. gram.
It's important ~tal1se70% of

drivers with autoriiatic sMoulder
belts fail to buckle their manual
lap belts, and'25~ of drivers with
air bags don't buckle up.

Overall, fewer N.C. drivers are
using seat belts than a few years
ago. Seat belt usage peaked at
78% - after drivers began get­
ting fined for failing to buckle up
- but it's now about 60%.
Experts say that's partly because
of the false sense of security that
comes with automatic restraints
and air bags.

Experts also say that belts cut
adult fatalities by half and that
child restrain ts save two-thirds of
potential victims.

r know, I know: "Buckle up" is
a tired, old slogan.

If the rollover simulator didn't
grab your attention, keep read­
ing.

Some emergency room doc­
tors have Quit referring to
crashes asaccidents,

because injuries are so prevent­
able. They usually involve alco­
hol - and unused seat belts.

"They're notaccidents at all,"
said Dr. Michael Thomason, a
surgeon at Carolinas Medical
Center.

When Thomason speaks to
young drivers in schools and the
like, he takes along a pocketful
of organ donor cards.

"If you don't want to buckle
up," he tells them, "at least con­
sider being an organ donor."

Grisly - but to the point.
Lauren Marchetti of the High­

way Safety Research Center, who
led Thursday's workshop, said
all the sessions across thestate

. havebeen heavily.~by
e~rgency medial warlWrs.. .

These aren 't do-gooder satety
nuts. These men and women,
many of them volunteers, are the
ones who have to mop up the .
carnage after auto wrecks.

I asked Eddie Brown, director
of the Cleveland CountyEmer:-~
gency Medical Service, if his +; .
bosses made him attend the'~ .
workshop. .

"I am the boss," he said ..
"That's why we're here."

Cleveland EMS workers
responded Wednesday night to a
wreck on N.C. 180. The two p."
sengerswithout belts werehu~ ; ;
Brown said, but the two who'" .
wore belts weren't injured.

"Come ride with us for a day
and a half," said Cleveland EMS
worker Arey Poston. "That witt
convince you about seat belts.~

If that baby in the rollover si... '. .
ulator had been real, an EMS
worker would have lifted the
broken body. .

That's why so many EMS
workers were there.



SEATBEL1S

. '. ~ 'II' /'t/ emphasizes seat-belt '~,.
From Herald-Sun staffreports driver or front-seat passengel'

A statewide education pro- has notbuekled his lap belt is .
gram design~d to persuade motorists largely unprotected," said Dr. Donald
to use automatic seat belts and air W. Reinfurt, associate director of the

. bags opened Tuesday in Durham. UNC center, "Air bags only deploy in
Called "Seat Belts and Air Bags: Use moderate to worse frontal crashes.

AllYou've Got," the program features An unbelted person in an air-bag car
a year-long public-information cam- would be unprotected in a side-
paign and workshops in five other impact crash, rear-end collision or
N.C. cities during the next two rollover."

.months. North Carolina is one of two "Most of the automatic systems will
states receiving money from the Na- position the shoulder belt around the
tiona! Highway Traffic Safety Admin- seven of 10 drivers with automatic, driver without he or she doing any­
istration for the program, which is motorized shoulder belts fail to buck- thing," Reinfurt said. "Many people,
sponsored by the University of North le their manual lap belts. One in four however, may not be aware that..euolina Highway Safety Research drivers of cars with air bags either there is ItiJl a manual lap belt to

':r;;.ter in Chapel Hill and the N.C. forgets or chooses not to buckle lap- buckle, and witbotlt it dli!y are not
:A'~.emor·sHighway Safety Program. and-shoulder belts. _ ~, .c:..::.,' . .~~ -.-~-

'Center research has shown that "If a door flies open in a crash, a

Group pushes new buckle-up campaign

. -­IucIde• At the Iaunctl of statewide safely demonstrate how I mettler Ind child can be
pr.ogrlm, I ..at belt Ilmulatof is used 10 thrown from • tumbling vehlcle.

., JAMES ClAUDE BENTON--DURHAM - N.C. molorists
should use lIVery part of their
auto Ill/ely systems 10 keep
bealth costs and insurance rates
down, proponents 01 a new
statewide program Illid Tues·

~11ed "Seal Belts and Air
Bags: Use All You've Got." the
rearloT\ll education program
tntends to show North Carolln­
ian& the benefits of using new
auto restraint systems correctly.

"Technology has changed ...
but there's a lack of knowledge
out there as to how important
the shoulder belt and lap belt is

combined with an air bag," said
paul Jones of the Governor's
\iighway Safety Program.
. Almost 60% 01all North Caro­
linians now wear seat belts,
Jones said. Andseat belt use has
reduced the number 0/ ITat/ie·
related deaths and injuries since
1985,the year a mandatory seal

.belt law was enacted.
While most motorists use

some sort of safety restraint,
Donald Reinfurtof the Highway
Safety Research Center at
UNC-Chapel Hill says studies
show that 70% of drivers fail to
correctly use manual lap belts
with automalic shoulder belts.

Twenty-livepercent of drivers

of cars with air bags do not use
their lap and shoulder belts.
Reinlurt said.

He said some people initially
objected to mandatory seat belt
laws because they felt it was an
infringement on their personal
freedom. ThaI criticism evenru­
ally wore ott because people
saw the results 01 wearing seat
belts, he said.

"We don't die In 8 vacuum.
The EMS people come out and
scrape us off the pavement.
We're paying for that," he said.

"To receive the full benefits 01
these new systems, North Caro­
lina motorists need to use cor­
rectly all Ihat they bought."

FROM Cl

fully protected. A properly used
lap-and-shoulder belt is always
the first line of defense in a
crash."

Health and law enforcement
officials, automobile dealers, in­
surance agents and other -state
officials to attended the
Durham workshop. Similar ses­
sions are scheduled in Asheville,
Charlotte. Greensboro, Green­
ville and Wilmington.

After the workshops, the of­
ficials, dealers and agents will
coordinate activities aimed at
increasing correct Use of belts
in their ·local areas. UNC re­
searchers will monitor auto-·
matie seat belt use across the
state during the program arid
evaluate. its impact through
those statistics and feedback
from regional coordinators and
the public. .

The program also will feature
public service announcements
on television stations across ~'
st.ate. People attend.in.n».... : III.. ',
'Workshops and others, .
tribute printed~; " .._.



One surprise was that usage
rates for manual and automatic
belt systems for newer cars were
almost the same. Reinfun said he
had expected automatic belt usage
to behigher. .

Reinfurt predicted that th.. +__ ...... -

throughOUt North Carolina should
be typical of the nation,.' Reinfun
said.

The study also showed' that
about 80 pe!'eent of drivers of
newer cars with automatic seat
belts. are using them, :compared
with about 76 percent of drivers
with older, manual seat belts. Just
under 74 percent of drivers in cars
equipped with air bags were using
belts~ . '.
. "People have a misconception'
that once they have .air bags,
thY~clre fully protected, but
that's true only for moderate or
worse frontal crashed,tl Reinfwt
said. "Air bags are not designed to
inflate in other types of crashes
such .as side or rear impacts or ron.
OVers.. "

Automatic car seat belts reducing use
of manuaIharnesses, says UNe study

, .

non-motorized automatic restnUnt
systems disconnected them, the
study showed. That was especially
true for General Motors cars. . .
. "Apparently, people don't like .
to have to climb in under the
strands of webbing which also
make the door harder to open,"
Reinfurt said. "A good many peo­
ple who do use these belts appear
to be using them .as manual sys­
tems,"

CHAPEL HILL - Fewer' than ua11ap belt is much moreeffective
three of 10 drivers of cars with .than eitherpart by itself."
IIlOtOriz<d, automatic sea, belt> Reinfun will p,.,.., the study
buckle their ~.lap belts,.Jeav. . In the annual~ of the Asso­
ing them at a srgmficaruly higher dation fur the~ of Au­
risk of mjmy at death, a new study tllInotive Me<ficine in Scottsda!e,
shows. Ariz., next week. It ~ the lint loolc1lle-year study by_- at the infIuenc:e of automatic ~.
en. at the U~. of Nonh _ on manual lap beIt.

use
m

Carolina at Chapel Hill. suggts1s both tU!3l and urban areas, Rein­many of the driven; foIget to fun said.

bue:kJe their lap belts at an: just. In the study ",,",ed obsezvers
1a2y. Others do not know .they '-<led belt .;. among driYers of=- lap. belts and lleed In use 1986 and latet-mode1 ca:s:who

"If h;s door flies open in • were ~ at ""!fie ~
crash, a driver who haS fa.tled to . Nearly 50 highway~ on, dif­
buckle his lap belt is completely . ferent days and at ~tferent tunes
unprotected," said Donald Rein- of day w~ mOl1ltored aaoss
furt, associate director' of UNC's North Carolina.
a;g&way Safety R-.-ch Center. "Because cars and people an:
"We know that the combination of similar across the United StM_
automatic shoulder belt and man. b... ~1. -. , •

'CHAPEL HILL - Fewer than
three of 10 drivers of ears with
R,otorized. automatic: seat belts
buckle lheir manual lap belts,
l~vinC L~m at a silniflCanlly
J:l.i&ber risk of injury or dUlh, a
~w stuey sbows.
:;'The two-year study b)' research­
<i:i :u the University of North
C;u'olina at Chapel Itill SIlUCSlS

..

Drivers
"- ............ Prc~~

rely too much on automatic seat belts, UNC study finds
LIlat many of the drivers forget to nalion of automatie shoulder belt urb:m areas, Mr. Ueinfurt said. they're fully protected. bllt thar's to", cars.
bueltle their lap belts or are just and manua11l1p bell is mIlCh more Tho study showed that aboullO true only for modcrnte or worse "Apparently. ,~"ple dim', :Ikc
lazy. OtheTsdo not know that they effective than either part by u- percent of drivers or newer cars frontal crashes." Mr. Reinfurt til have III dimh ill under the'
have lap belts aDd that they need self." with automatic seat be:lS were said. "Air bags are not designed strands of webbing ....·hkh also
to use them. Mr. Rcinfurt will prCKnt UIc usin& them, compared 'A'ith about to infiatt'!in other types of crashes make tile door harder to open."

"If his door fiies open iA It study to the annual meeting of the '7lI percent of drivers wilh older, such liS side or rear impacts or Mr. Itcinfurt said.
<:rash, a driver who hu failed to Assoc:iation.for the Advancement manual seat belts. Just under 74 rolloven," One surprise ....as th~t usage
buckle his lap belt is completely of Automotive Mcdieine in ScottI\- percent of drivers in ears About 20pereent of drivers with rates for manual and automatic
unproteetcd." said Donald W. dale. AIU.. next week. It is the equipped with air bap were using non-moloritc!d automatic reo belt systcms lor newer cars were
ReinCurt, associate director of first look at the innlk'nce of belts. straint systems diseennected almost the same. M~. Reiniurt
UNe's Hi,hway Safety Researeh ,uLomatic restraints on manual "People have a milconeeplion them. the sludy shcJwecl. That W:lS said he had expected automatic
Center. "We know that the combi- lap bell usc: in both rural :and that once they have air billS, C$pecially true for Ccncral tt.... bell usaac III b<:highl:f

.r
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News Release
Information Packet
70%+ Belt Use Program Memo
Automatic Restraint Print Ads



INDEPENDENT INSURANCE AGENTS
OF NORTH CAROLINA, INC.

Post Office Box 10097 • Raleigh. North Carolina 27605
919/828-4371 • 1/800/849-6556. Fax 919/821-3172

Education Hot Line 1/800/849-6555

NEWS FROM TIm nANC .

5/91
401

FOR RELEASE MAY II, 1992

CONTACT: Drew Pierce, director of communications
(919) 828-4371

RALEIGH--Nearly 1,000 North Carolina independent insurance agencies this month have united

in a statewide campaign to increase the voluntary use of seat belts and air bags in the Tar Heel State.

The agencies, which are members of the Independent Insurance Agents of North Carolina Inc.

(IIANC), are working through the University of North Carolina Highway Safety Research Center (HSRC)

in Chapel Hill and the Governor's Highway Safety Program. The goal is to raise voluntary seat belt

usage to at least 70 percent by the end of 1992.

Currently, the number ofpeople in North Carolina using seat belts hovers around 60 percent, said

Lauren Marchetti, HSRC project director and public information manager.

Those who are most likely to use seat belts already do so, said Marchetti. Those who do not use

them now are the hardest to reach group, and they are also the group that are most likely to have

violations and crashes. However, independent agents hope to change this.

"More than most people, independent agents are aware of the deaths and serious injuries that

result from the failure of people to wear seat belts," said Robert Bird, llANC executive vice president.

"Independent agents know that seat belts save lives and prevent injuries, so we can be enthusiastic about

this program. "

There is a lot of emphasis now on using seat belts and air bags, he said. Some insurance

companies are giving credits for cars with safety equipment.

"It's common knowledge that those who wear seat belts are much less likely to be injured in an

accident, which saves the companies, the public and society a lot of money," he said.

- more-



Seat Belts

Page 2

The campaign officiallybegins the weekof May 11,just in time for holiday and summer vacation

traffic, and continues through the end of the year. It consists of a distribution of literature, videotapes,

bumper stickers and posters from IIANC member agencies to the public. Promotion of the campaign is

planned through cable television in the six major media markets across the state.

Agents plan to visit schools, businesses and other organizations in their respective communities

to urge that motorists and their passengers use seat belts. A variety of workshops, displays and projects

maybe arranged, such as presentations by Vice and Larry, the comical crash dummies seen on t.v., and

Emergency Room nurses. A project idea to raise awareness among young drivers is to operate a life

guard station in the parking lot of high schools in which students recognize those who are buckled up.

"This is a good project that saves lives, and we hope the communities will take advantage of the

free resources the agents are offering," said Jackie Ireland Jr., an independent agent with Pamlico

Insurance Services in Bayboro who is chairman of the llANC Young Agents' projects subcommittee.

"Our goal is to get the message in front of as many people as possible. Independent agents are in every

local town, and we wouldjump at the chance to tell people about the benefits of buckling up."

For more information, contact a local independent insurance agency that displays the "Big I"

logo. To receive project materials or to schedule a program, call the IIANC office at (800) 849~556.

The IIANC is a non-profitassociation representing 1,000 independent agenciesand nearly 10,000

agents in North Carolina. Its functions include providing continuing education and services for

independent agents and public service projects for the community.

- 30-



OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE INDEPENDENT INSURANCE AGENTS OF NORTHCAROLINA, INC.

AGENT NEWS
ROBERT F. BIRD, EXEC. VICE PRESIDENT P.O. BOX 10097, RALEIGH, NORTHCAROLINA 27605

919/828-4371 1/800/328-6556 FAX919/821-3172
PLEASE READ, INITIAL AND ROUTE TO KEY PERSONNEL

SAFETY BELT PROMOTION

WATCH CNN NEWS NETWORK WEEK OF MAY tt!

Your Association and its Young Agents Committee, in cooperation
with the University of North Carolina Highway Safety Research
Center and the Governor's Highway Safety Program, is participating
in a statewide campaign to increase the use of automobile seat
belts in North Carolina to 70 percent during this year.

To focus attention on the effort and promote seat belt usage, IIANC
will sponsor a one-week advertising program on the CNN News Network
in all of the major media markets in North Carolina.

A schedule of 30-second announcements will run throughout each
broadcast day on CNN during the W~~~;9F::::~~.st$. A total of 20
spots will be aired on each cablesysfem:' .

The cable systems being used will reach 519,595 homes in North
Carolina with a potential viewing audience of more than 1.5
million.

The principal media markets are Asheville, Charlotte/Mecklenburg,
Winston-salem, Greensboro, High Point, Raleigh-Durham-Fayetteville,
Wilmington-New Hanover and Greenville-Washington-New Bern. Numerous
individual cable systems in each of the broadly defined media
markets will be carrying IIANC announcements.

News releases will be sent to all of the newspapers and other media
serving North Carolina to inform the pUblic of this effort.

Attached is information to assist you, should you wish to join this
very worthwhile project.

BE SURE TO WATCH THE WEEK OF MAY II!



TIMETABLE OF EVENTS REGARDING SEAT BELT PROGRAMS
AND

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS TO AGENTS

Currently, all agencies have received a kit of materials for use in
promoting the use of seat belts. Order forms and instructions are
contained in the kit.

~()11E: Media campaign is likely to generate requests for materials
which you have not ordered. These requests will help you determine
how many materials to order and should help prevent over and under

l.i.I~lliiilljjlllilliril~f.lf~~~II~i~~!lli.l~
Following is a timetable of events that will help to make this
program a success:

MAYS:

Daily newspapers throughout North Carolina will receive a news
release from the University of North Carolina Highway Safety
Research Center with all the information about the program and
mentioning Independent Agents participation in it.

MAYS:

Independent Insurance Agents will receive a sample news release
(attached) which they can use to announce their own participation
in the program in their local newspapers. The release will require
that you fill in some essential information, retype it and deliver
it to your newspaper news editor. Hand delivering the release will
produce the best results. If you are unable to hand deliver it,
mail it so that newspapers will receive it on Monday, May 11.

MAY 11:

Daily newspapers and business journals will receive a news release
from the Association office providing perspective on the
participation of Independent Insurance Agents in the seat belt
campaign.

WEEK ()F MAY 11:

Statewide television campaign on CNN cable news network will be
aired. A total of 20 to 27 30-second announcements will be
broadcast during the week. They will inform your clients of your
involvement in this important program and urge that everyone use
seat belts.

OVER



SPECIAL TIPS FOR AGENTS:

1. Radio. If you have a radio station in your town, call and ask
them to do a series of pUblic service announcements regarding the
availability of materials promoting seat belts. Send them a copy
of the news release customized for your agency and ask them to use
it.

2. Individual Agency Advertising. In your kit of materials are
ad slicks ready for use. You can purchase space in your local
paper of these ads and simply add your name and address to the
bottom. If you are currently running ads in your newspaper, add a
small bold face note within your· regular ad announcing your
involvement in the seat belt program. A line such as: (We are
promoting seat belt usage, and we have materials you might need.
Call us for information.) Adding a line to your current ad will
cost nothing extra in space and any charges made by the newspaper
should be minimal.

3. Special use of News Release. After customizing your news
release, run off copies and mail the release to schools, largE
businesses, organizations, etc. with whom you might want tc
interact during the campaign. You can write a short note on th~

margin asking them to call you for information, if you like. This
will improve the impact of the news release in the paper.



-
SUGGESTED NEWS RELEASE FOR LOCAL AGENTS

(name of insurance agency) in (name of town) is participating

in a statewide campaign to increase voluntary seat belt usage to at

least 70 percent by the end of the year.

The campaign is being conducted by the University of North

Carolina Highway Safety Research Center and the Governor's Highway

Safety Program.

The local Independent Insurance Agency will distribute

literature, posters, and other informational materials throughout

the remainder of the year.

"We have a kit of sample materials from which we can order

materials for churches, schools, businesses and organizations,"

said (agency spokesperson).

"We invite representatives of interested groups to visit our

office and help us determine how many items to purchase so that we

can supply community needs."

Representative of the (name of insurance) agency will visit

schools, churches, civic clubs, and other pUblic forums to explain

the need for increase belt usage and to distribute materials.

(Agency spokesperson) said he/she had become aware of the

importance of seat belts in saving lives and preventing injuries

through dealing with persons involved in auto crashes.

"More than most people, we deal with the consequences of car

crashes, so we have first hand experience with the benefits of seat

belt usage."

Independent Insurance Agents across North Carolina are

participating in the campaign to increase seat belt usage.



, INDEPENDENT INSURANCE AGENTS
OF NORTH CAROLINA, INC.

Post Office Box 10097 • Raleigh, North Carolina 27605
919/828-4371 • 1/800/849-6556 • Fax 919/821-3172

Education Hot Line 1/800/849-6555

May 5, 1992

To:

From:

Company Managers

Bob Bird, Executive Vice President

Re: SAFETY BELT PROMOTION

IIANC and its Young Agents Committee, in cooperation with the
University of North Carolina Highway Safety Research Center and the
Governor's Highway Safety Program, is participating in a statewide
campaign to increase the use of automobile seat belts in North
Carolina to 70 percent during the year.

To focus attention on the effort and promote seat belt usage, IIANC
will sponsor a one-week advertising program on the CNN News Network
in all of the major media markets in North Carolina.

A schedule of 30-second announcements will run throughout each
broadcast day on CNN during the Jt.gJ(.p~U~xI~~. A total of 20
spots will be aired on each cablesystem'~"""""

The cable systems being used will reach 519,595 homes in North
Carolina with a potential viewing audience of more than 1. 5
million.

The principal media markets are Asheville, Charlotte/Mecklenburg,
Winston-Salem, Greensboro, High Point, Raleigh-Durham-Fayetteville,
Wilmington-New Hanover and Greenville-washington-New Bern.
Numerous individual cable systems in each of the broadly defined
media markets will be carrying IIANC announcements.

News releases will be sent to all of the newspapers and other media
serving North Carolina to inform the pUblic of this effort.

In conjunction with this program, we would like for your company to
join with us in bringing North Carolina up to 70% this year. See
information attached on the 70% HONOR ROLL. This is a simple
program to do and you probably already have a captured group of 100
or more drivers in your company.

We thank you in advance for your assistance.
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Air bags only deploy in fairly

But seat belts are still your

together to provide-the best

reminds you to always

buckle your
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crashes. Seat belts alone protect you
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I n North Carolina

about three out of every

four drivers wearing

automatic shoulder belts

fail to buckle their

manual lap belts.

Without the added

protection of the lap belt,

you could slide under the

Ask us about
seat belts
and air bags.

Weare about
your safety.

shoulder belt in a crash or, get thrown out in a rollover. Let the shoulder

belt be a reminder to buckle your lap belt. You need both.

Your North Carolina Independent Insurance Agent cares about

your safety. If you have any questions

about your car's safety features,

just ask. We want you and your

family to be protected every

time you hit the road.

$
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APPENDIX E: CONCENTRATED SITE PROGRAM MATERIALS

Advisories, News Releases and Sample Articles
Program Brochure
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9:16 N H COUNTY HEALTH DEPT

NEW HANOVER COUNTY
HEALTH DEPARTMENT

2029 SOUTH 17TH STREET
WILMINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA 28401-4946

TELEPHONE. (919) 25}·32oo

NEWS ADVISORY 5/7/92

Not for publication

New Hanover County law enforcement agencies and health and medical
professionals targeting seat belt use with incentive program.

News Conference, 10;00 a.m. - 10:35 8.m.
Law enforcement seat belt check points beginnio8 at 10:45 a.m. and
continuing through day.

Monday. Hay 11 t HeB-pad next to Emergency Room Entrance
New Hanover Regional Medi,cal Center. Wilmington

Rain location: New Hanover County Health Department Auditorium

An incentive program to encourage more Hanover County motorists to
buckle up kicks-off Monday, Hay 11, with a news conference and law
enforcem~nt scot belt checkpoints set up at several sites in Wilmington
and New Hanover County.

The program will run from Monday through Labor Day and arms to get
at least 70. percent of New Hanover County drivers using their seat
belts. The Now Hanover County Se~t Belt C04llition is sponsoring the
summer-long prosrom.

r .

Lead coalition members include: the police departments of Wilmington,
Carolina Bench, Kure Beach, WriBhtsville Beach and UNC-Wilmington;
the Ncv Hanover County Sheriff's Department; NC State Highway Patrol;
New Hanover County Health Deportment; New Hanover Regional Medical
Center; and several area businesses.

As a theme I the program will use the slogan and statistic, "10,000
people are in crashes in New Hanover County each year. Please Buckle
Up." During the program I motorists "caught II using their scot belts
will receive small prizes and the opportunity to enter drawings for
larger monthly and grand-pri2es. OY~r 10,000 pri~es will be given
during the program.

The pr cgram soal of 70 per-cone matches both state end fedoral seat
belt use rate targets. Cu.r~nt belt usc in New Hanover County is
62 percent, even with the current state ever~Be.
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NEWS ADVISORY 5/7/91 (Continued)
Page Two

A new conference, scheduled from 10 to 10:35 a.m., will kick-off
the program and announce upcoming actiyiti~s and incentives aimed
at drivers who do not use their belts. Speakers include Bob Parker,
director of the New Hanover County Heolth Dep~rtment; Bob Winfry,
vice president of the New Hanover Regional Nedical Center; and Chief
Robert Wadman of the Wilmington' Police Department.

Representatives from the Carolina Beach, Kure Beach, Wrightsville
Beach, UNC-\A,'ilmington police depar t emnts , New Hanover County Sheriff' 5

Department, and State Highway Patrol also will be present. All spcokers
and representatives will be available for interviews.

A list of law enforcement checkpoint sites follows. These checkpoints
\dll provide good viSU£lls end other cppor tunf t f es to talk with officers
and motorists.

10:45 8.m. South on 17th Street Extension, just south of Shipyard
Boulevard, Wilmington

1:00 p.m. West Salisbury Street, Wrightsville Bench

2:00 p.m. US 421, north of North Avenue, Kure Deach

For more information about the checkpoints, contact the police de­
partment in each city.

NOTE: The program also has 8 billboard erected at 1439 West 4th Street,
facing north, near Merritt's Barbecue. The billboard can provide
other good visual opportunities.

H'II

CONTACT: Denise Teachey
New Hanover County Health Department
Telephone (919) 251-3234
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Health Director
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NEWS
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For Immediate Use

Program aims to encourage New Hanover Motorists to buckle up:
7o-percent use rate is goal

WILMINGTON -- New Hanover County motorists are the target of

an incentive and education program to encourage seat belt use. The

program will give over 10,000 prizes to belted drivers and passengers

this summer.

The announcement was made Monday (May 11) at a Wilmington news

conference conducted by the New Hanover County Seat Belt Coalition.

Immediately following the news conference, county and city law enforce-

ment agencies set up seat belt checkpoints in Wilmington, Kure Beach

and Wrightsville Beach.

"On average, 10,000 people are involved in automobile crashes

in New Hanover County each year," said Denise Teachey of the New Hanover

County Health Department. "Chances are that you or someone you know

could be one of this year's 10,000.

"The member agencies and businesses of the seat belt coalition

want no one to get caught unprotected. We ask everyone to buckle

their belts," Teachey said.



Agency coalition members include: the police departments of

Wilmington, Carolina Beach, Kure Beach, Wrightsville Beach and UNC­

Wilmington; the New Hanover County Sheriff's Department; NC State

Highway Patrol; New Hanover County Health Department; New Hanover

Regional Medical Center and New Hanover County Schools. Area business

members include Bob King Auto Mall, Independent Insurance Agents of

North Carolina, Inc . , Wilmington Area New Car Dealers Association,

radio stations WVBS-FM and WAAV-AM, and Naegele Outdoor Advertising.

The program will run through Labor Day with coordinators hoping

to see at least 70 percent of New Hanover County motorists buckling

up. The goal of 70 percent matches both state and federal seat belt

use rate targets. Current belt use in New Hanover County is 62 percent,

even with the current state average.

As a theme, the program will use the slogan and statistic, "10,000

people are in crashes in New Hanover County each year. Please Buckle

UP." Throughout the summer, motorists spotted using their seat belts

will receive small prizes and the opportunity to enter drawings for

larger monthly and grand prizes. County and city law enforcement

agencies, radio stations and other area businesses will be scouting

traffic, looking for belted motorists.

We are excited that each law enforcement agency in the county

has joined this effort, and is making seat belts a priority," said

Teachey. "Not only are law enforcement officers upholders of the

seat belt law, they also see first hand the aftermath of crashes and

the needless injuries and deaths that result from people not using

their belts."



Until Labor Day. city and county law enforcement agencies will

be stopping traffic periodically to check for seat belt use. Unbelted

motorists will receive instructions to buckle up and information about

seat belt safety.

During the program, new car shoppers will receive additional

information about the seat belt and air bag systems found in newer

models. Wilmington area new car dealers will place safety information

cards in new vehicles and have brochures available for their customers.

HHHHH

Note: For more information, contact Denise Teachey, New Hanover County

Health Department, 251-3234.
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New Hanover County pickup truck drivers fail to use seat
belts, pull down county's belt use rate

Denise Teachey D<'
Health Promotions Director
251-3234

August 11, 1992

WILMINGTON -- Drivers of pickup trucks, full-sized vans and utility

vehicles are hindering the efforts of a New Hanover County safety program.

The New Hanover Seat Belt Coalition launched a program in May to en-

courage more area drivers to buckle up. The member agencies of the coal-

ition, including the New Hanover County Health Department, all local law

enforcement departments, the New Hanover Regional Medical Center, and the

Traffic Injury Prevention Program of the medical center, set as a goal for

the program to get 70 percent of county drivers using their seat belts by

Labor Day.

Overall, the percentage of area drivers buckling up has risen. Since

the program's kickoff on May 11, the rate of belt use in New Hanover County

has grown from 62 to 64 percent. The two percentage point swing represents

approximately 2,400 drivers. During the past ~earJ belt use has grown from

58 percent, an increase of some 7,200 New Hanover drivers. Most, if not all,

of the increase in seat belt use can be attributed to drivers of cars and

mini vans.
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Looking at the overall seat belt use rate by vehicle type shows that

69 percent of drivers in cars and mini vans in New Hanover County are

buckling up while only 51 percent of pickup, full-sized van and utility

vehcile drivers are using their belts.

Denise Teachey of the county health department says drivers of pick-

ups, vans and utility vehicles will be the key to the program's future

success.

"If the county is to achieve a seat belt use rate of 70 percent a

lot more pickup and work vehicle drivers will have to start buckling up.

"We feel that people driving cars and mini vans are responding well

to the program, but pickup truck drivers aren't responding at all. It's

frustrating because drivers of pickup trucks and vans can be seriously in-

jured in crashes just like people in cars," says Teachey.

Since the program's start-up, the Wilmington, Carolina Beach, Kure

Beach, Wrightsville Beach, and UNC-W police departments; New Hanover

Sheriff's department; and the State Highway Patrol have conducted seat

belt check points. At these stops, belted motorists have received small

prizes and had their names entered in drawings for larger monthly and

grand prizes. Motorists not Duckled up received seat belt brochures

and instructions to fasten their belts.

Shortly after Labor day, the program's grand prize of $500 will be

awarded to a driver who was spotted using seat belts.

Officers of the Sheriff's department also write tickets for failing

to use seat belts, but not during program-sponsored checkpoints.

"We do see a greater number of pickup truck and utility vehcile

drivers not wearing seat belts both during the program checkpoints and
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and routine traffic endorcement," says Cpl. Larry Peck of the New Hanover

Sheriff's department.

"The Sheriff's department d t t t i k d i ifi 11oes no arge p c up r vers spec ca y

for seat belt tickets. But based on the low percentage of such drivers

buckling up, it stands to reason that more are being stopped and written

up for not using their seat belts," adds Cpl. Peck.

A recently-awarded grant will enable the Wilmington police de-

partment to increase its enforcement of seat belt use. The NC Governor's

Highway Safety Program has given the Wilmington police department a

$10,000 grant to boost the issuing the seat belt tickets. The grant

will cover overtime hours officers will devote to stopping unbelted

motorists and writing seat belt citations.

"The Department is continuing with the program checkpoints, but we

are also stopping more individual drivers and citing them for not having

their seat belts buckled," says Sgt. Wayne Norris of the Wilmington police.

"We have more officers out patrolling on weekends and at other times,

looking for both proper seat belt use and child safety seat use. We think

the word is starting to spread because the officers feel like more drivers

are starting to buckle up," says Sgt. Norris.

The member agencies of the Seat Belt Coalition chose lO-percent seat

belt use as a goal to coincide with state and federal goals. Coalition

members state that pickup truck and utility vehicle drivers will be im-

portant to reaching the goal, but more seat belt use by passenger car and

mini van drivers will be needed.
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"Pickup truck and work vehicle drivers need to remember that they are

no less likely to be in a crash than someone in a car," cautions Teachey.

"It's important that everyone on the road buckle their seat belts. No

matter what kind of vehicle you are driving."

This phase of the New Hanover County seat belt program will end

sometime around mid-September.

For more information contact Denise Teachey, New Hanover County

Health Department, 251-3234.
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NEWS ADVISORY 9/17/92

Not for publication

Summer seat belt incentive program ends with report to media and
grand prize drawing.

News Conference, 10:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

Monday, September 21, 1992
Hell-pad next to Emergency Room Entrance
New Hanover Regional Medical Center, Wilmington

Rain location: Auditorium, New Hanover County Health Department

The ongOing New Hanover County seat belt incentive
concludes Monday with a news conference and grand-prize
at the New Hanover Regional Medical Center helicopter
pad.

During the news conference, scheduled for 10;00 a.m., members of
the sponsoring New Hanover Seat Belt Coalition will report on the
success of the program and announce the winner of its $500 grand
prize. Captain steve Smith of the New Hanover County Sheriff's
Department will serve as the news conference's lead speaker.
Captain Smith will brief media representatives on the
effectiveness of the program based on the county's current seat
belt rate.

Other conference speakers will include Bob Parker, director of
the New Hanover County Health Department; David H. Plate,
president of the New Hanover Regional Medical Center; and other
local law enforcement officers. Local new car dealer, Bob King,
will present a large-size check for $500 to the grand prize
winner. All speakers will be available to answer questions
during and after the conference. The grand prize winner will
pose for photographs.

The seat belt incentive program began" May 11. At that time,
approximately 62 percent of drivers in New Hanover County were
buckling their seat belts. By early August, the county belt use
rate reached 64 percent, an increase of 2,400 drivers. During
the past year, belt use has grown from 58 percent, meaning some
7,200 New Hanover drivers began buckling up.
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One activity ot the I program involved county law enforcement
agencies conducting periodi~ seat belt check points. At these
stops, motorists wearing their belts received small pri~es and
the opportunity to enter their names in the program's grand-prize
drawing. Unbelted motorists received safety belt brochures and
instructions to buckle up.

The grand prize winner will be selected from more than 1,100
entries received by the New Hanover County Health Department.

Members of the New Hanover Seat Belt Coalition include: the
Wilmington, Carolina Beach, Kure Beach, Wrightsville Beach and
UNC-W police departments; the New Hanover County Sheriff's
Department; North Carolina State Highway Patrol; New Hanover
County Health Department; New Hanover Regional Medical Center;
New Hanover County Schools and the Independent Insurance Agents.

For more information about the news conference or the seat belt
incentive program, contact Denise Teachey of the New Hanover
County Health Department (919) 251·3234.
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.Buckle up
·~andreap
.rewards

Motorists may garner
prizes starting Monday

; 'FromII<1/! ./Ulwi" rrparlI
: .: 'it
, " Health and law enforcement offi-
· dais are teaming up to try and make

it stick that motorists need to make
,it click in New Hanover County.
: The southeastern region has the

· lowest rate of seat-belt use in the
· ,etate, at 40 percent, according to a
: l study released Friday.
:.' A program offering prizes to mo­
.: torists spotted wearing their seat- .
'belts at a variety of checkpoints:
· around the county Will begin Mon­

:;day, according to the New Hanover
; County Health Department.
,: North Carolina risks losing feder-
; al funding for highway safety pro- I

., grams unless more motorists buck­
~le up .
. " The research by the University
, of North Carolina Highway Safety
· Research Center shows that 62
percent of North Carolina drivers'

.' use their seat belts. The rate was
determined by observers watching

· drivers around the state.
· Donald Reinfurt, associate direc­
: tor of analysis studies at the UNC
~ center, said North Carolina's rate
· must reach 70 percent by fall 1993.
·Otherwise the state could lose
$100,000 in federal funding for law

"enforcement, traffic safety training
and seat-belt and child passenger

, safety education programs.
: The funding is part of a three:

:year program to promote compli­
ance' with seat-belt and motorcycle

·helmet laws.' Slates qualify with
mandatory safety belt and motorcy­
-cle helmet' use laws.' During the
second and third years of the pro-

: gram; .states must teach certain
'levels of seat-belt and helmet use .
. : North ClI{ojina'smotorcycle hel-.:
,;!"et use u~y'is;rnore'~an 9.0."
•percent, but belt. use has hovered
·around.' 60 percent for several
, years.
· "Although 70 percent usage may
seem like an ambitious goal,North

: Carolina did have a usage rate of 78
-: percent in early 1987 when the belt
;··law first went into effect," Mr.
:: Reinfurt said .
..:. 'The use rate is based on obser-
, ;"ations at 72 sltes. . ,

::7 Belt-use rates in other regions
.: were: 67 percent in the central and
:! eastern Piedmont regions, includ­
:. ing the Triangle and Triad areas; 63
:: percent, foothills and southwest
: Piedmont; 55 percent, coastal
: plains; and 51 percent, western
· mountains. . , .
. ' Urban areas in all regions posted
: higher rates than rural areas. Driv-
· ers of cars used belts more often

than drivers of pickup trucks and
vans by 20 percentage points.

UNC center researchers plan
more surveys this fall and in spring
1993 to detennine if the state

: reaches the 70 percent rate. The
· center has monitored and recorded
. the state's seat-belt use since 1985

through projects funded by the
Governor's Highway Safety Pro­
gram.

: Staff Write, RichardMyers con­
tributed tothis report..
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J3uckled-up' drivers'get thumbs tip"~

iCji('L

\, l \ ! ~i h'l
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By caJA IfIVEl'I'8A.RK
S1<:ffWr'.hT ,

J1
. on South 17th Street Extcz...

'.' sion slowed to a CI<lWi Monday as
" motorists who SdW police Gil'S

:-,.' ahead shifted in their seats, fl..-n-
:.:. b!ing foc driver's bcenses.
.• : What was gomg 00 here? H2d some
deranged criminal escaped? Or was it just
a roucne license check?
. The motorists' expressions ranged
from boredom to fear as they watched the
police officers and sheriffs deputies 3I>-

proach.
A woman rolled C.JWD iter window :ID:i

extended her Lcer.se.
But Officerjim Barnhill just grinned and

har,:!<:<± her a sun ''lSOT.
"That's for buckling up like you should,"

saidOfficer Baruhill. He handed her a cou­
pan to enter ber name in a drawing for
S5OO.

"""- ;'''"''3a2<J_
The next car pelled up aod Officer Barn­

bill scanned Lie hack seat to make sure the
. two youngsters were safely belted in.
'They were.

. .-.!

"Looss like they'd love rome of these
neoo sunglasses," be said. ha:nCng over
three pairs of bot pirik sungiasses with
"Buckle Up" printed en the kg>.

·Wow, thanks!"~ the pleasantly sur-
prised roother. '<' ....

'.o\cross the road, the police officers'
pubiicrelations move Jii.t a snag as an offi­
cer found himself isscing a citation to a
driver wbose license had expired.

"Tell him rnt to~ !icen>es," said
Oilicer Barnhill.:we~'·' not here far that
right now," . ",

. ' p~ SIlt UCKLE".. J>c:lgr 3D
;.:-'. .j ..;;-~: ..

. --~.--------

. ,' ... ,-j

l-;.~ ~~~'/·t:--·~~.

~""'I~I::"'i'D'eol.u

"tany the Crab Dtm!:my' and Wilm~ng1on Police Officer Jim Bamh\1l rtward a
motorist 10r bucklingup..~ .

. ;

Buckle
•...

Continuedfrom page1D

...An elder/-f woman clutched her
sl,fl..visor prire and nnde an im­
~t1J thank you speechbeEtti:ng
apgeanl winner. .
;;n'd like to thank you."~ told

CIaicer Bamhi!L '1 haven't won a
!IIlgSe tlJingin years."
=A few drivers w='t s:NVy
~ to lJucIGe up when they saw
~ roadI*xi: ahead.. • .
::No T-Mirts. ilyi:ng disks, visors
eX'~ for them - T.L<t a
~ reminder that '1Juck/ing up
i1t'1he Jaw aJKI it's for yoor own
PxL" '
~"'Larry the Crash Dunrrry,"
dressed in a stiiIing jumpsuit and
cvsh helmet. gave thumbs up signs

to the motorists who had bockj,erl

up and glared from inside lis helmet
at rootorists who dKln't h:r.-e tb6r
seat belts fastened.

TIle roadblock program. also to
be bekl in Kure Beachand Wi,g!tts-'
ville Beach, marked the kick~if of. a
summer-loog seat belt~
The New Hanover County Seat
Belt Coalition. ma<!.e up most.'y <:i
law enforcemellt and health wOOt­
ers, wiD. sponsor prizes fur rno:ar­
ists spotted using their seat belts,

The program will run lhroogh la­
bor Day with a goo!of at le.a.'1 'iiJ
percent of New Hanover Coenry
motorists bcrlling up. Current be!t
use in toe COOIlty is 62 percent,
"Wilmington Police cme.; Robert
Wadman said using otIic<= to l=d
out prizes to rootoristsis a chz!l:e
to "give a positive message to driv­
ers. We don'! just issue citarioos."



, People
On average, 10,000 people are involved in automobile crashes in New Hanover
County each year. Chances are that you or someone you know could be one of
this year's 10,000. Don't get caught unprotected. Buckle your seat belt.

Over 10,000 Prizes
Starting in May and

continuing through August,

Wilmington area motorists

can win prizes for buckling

their seat belts.

Law enforcement agencies,

health department and

hospital professionals,

insurance agents, radio

stations, auto dealers and

others are worki ng together

to get 70 percent of New

Hanover County motorists

buckled up by Labor Day.

These agencies and people

will be giving over 10,000

small prizes to motorists

spotted wearing seat belts.

Each belted person also

receives an entry card for

larger monthly and grand

prize drawings.

Buckle your seat belts,

watch tor special buckle-up

billboards and listen to the

radio tor more information

about this campaign and

the prize giveaways.

Spol15ored by the New Hanover
Count. Seat Belt Coalition.



The member agencies and businesses of the New Hanover County Seat Belt Coalition
encourage all motorists to buckle up and sponsor this seat belt incentive program.

The Police Departments of:
Wilmington
Carolina Beach
Kure Beach
Wrightsville Beach
UNC-Wilmington

New Hanover County Sheriff's Dept.
NC State Highway Patrol
New Hanover County Health Department
New Hanover Regional Medical Center
New Hanover City Schools

B-100, WVBS-FM99.9
WCNI-FM103
WAAV-AM980

Bob King Auto Mall
Independent Insurance Agents of NC, Inc.
Wilmington Area New Car Dealers Assoc.
Naegele Outdoor Advertising
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